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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It may appear both super^uous suid unnecessary to add any 
thing to the various importaitit -reasons which I have assigned 
for thifif jfMtlAi^ation ill illk6 body of the work. One yet reihains^^ 

« 

^hich I f^ sure toy readers will not contider either supetfu^' 
ous or tintfi^essafy in me to aliiiex. . > . . 

When an attetoipt hsL^ 6een made t6 shut «^ the aVenUe# 
to pulrfic inf(!rtrmation^ atid wlkn. tbiit dl^mpt tim be f/ro'ded 
to have been but too sttt6essfvd> it demMA a^^eiy Mrioufi^ 
iKrtice; ' ^^ -.'...• :? -. 

ttie Ao^ei^ itidUsti7 used i)jr M^ FtiUtttdft 

his 6rat;l'ijl^nder6 ^gdn3t €olGinellPictiDfti;i-e^il^ijH^;:frd^ alt 

impartial Hitti, that every fsar Opportunity shohl^ be'^oHletf 

him to contradict knA reflite then!i. Tlie trfa&rg^^ h\t6xj^\i{ 

forward 'were of an unpopular n^tiir^^ ifig^iiibUdfy "^S^^jtt^ 

posely calculated and used to produce hatred and di^^t ; 

' * '' ' . ' 

and when these came to be powerfully alsdist^d by national.. 

. . ■•'j.# »'■ 

prejudice^ it bohoved that cla^s of the comnidntty^ who are 

the only regular channels to the public opinion^ to be Sree, 

UberaV smd impartial in their conduct to both sides* 

We shaU.see whether this impartial conduct has marked 

^e proceeiUngs of the Scotch booksellers on the poca^ 

sion. 

. Wheti Colonel Picton published Us letter to Jiord Hobart^ 

Aelat^ Colonial Secr^tary^ and aoW iEarl of 3uckii^bam"| 



VI 



shire^ a friend desired his bookseller, Mr. Lloyd, of 
Harley-street, to ^ send fifty :copiesr of the letter to book- 
sellers in Edinburgh of the names of Manners and Miller. 
The copies were sent ; aiid the' Following is the answer which 
Mr. Uoyd received from them. 

• • ' ' .^. •.. ...... .» r 

^ *' SIB, ; . Edinburgh, Qi^h Not. 1804. > 

•. *' We wens' faivom^Bd with yours of llie S0th, informing u* 
^. fllat yoii ha4^9ent/ U3 by the coach fifty copies of a pam* 
^^ phlet, entitled ^ A Lettier tO;Lord Hobart from General^ 
^ Pictoi^'tabe advertised and sold at Cs. 6d; 
^^" We-jrejoeived the- pan^iphlet yesterday 5 but on looking, 
^ joy^ iti. rWj^ find it re6ects too much on the, character of 
'^ Colonel FuUarton, that we must beg leave to decline^ 
?;iJ»*KWig S5^- |w«IS^aiitt the' publication. You wiU> perhaps, 
^ hje surpf^^datthis; but the fact is> we ai;e very -much cou- 
f tiected with the friends of Colonel Fullarton, and have so 

^': great ^ ;-espept for himself, tbat \ve should do pursei^ves a 

.,''■„'• ■ . .) 

^l very i:^al,ensU .injury by selling the pamplilet in question,, 
h^ r • ' (Signed) '\ Man^ners and Milleb/*^ 

" To Mr. Lloyd, Bookseller, llarlcy-.street/'. 



v^ » 1* K.* i . 



^ ■ I ■ • 1 , " ^ ' , ■ ■ ■ • . . • 

*' The GeAtlemaii then deshod' Mr. Uoyd to write to a 

Jlr. Creech, vvho, I understaiul, is rq)Uted one of the most 

opulent and respectable ' hooVsiWer^ in that country, alsd 

fmhg rri'Eciiiibufghi and to^r^uest he wpuld advertise and 

, publish the letter. 

'^^'My fri^rid'^^-ai imturally a little su^icious of what might 

bi? tfc^-i^iik ; imi iftihouHgh Mr^ agreed to Mr, 



JLloy4'$ proposal^ yet. from Mjr. Creech stating m his lett^ 
that Mr. FuUartoQ '^ was in his shop at the time ^e pared 
^' contaitung the letters arrived/^ he requested M lyor 
M^Donnel^ of the 83d regiment^ to call at Creech's shop to 
purchase one of them. The following is au extract frgm thd 
Major's letter on the subject. 






I called^ according to your wish^ at Creech's^ to pur* 
chase one of General Picton^s letters^ and was iuibrmed by 
'^ the person in the shop^ ' that it could not be sold.' '* And 
Major M^Donnel, with that manliness so characteristic of 
him> adds, '^ I consider the booksellers to have acted under 
5^ very dei^icable unmanly principles : however, it appears 
'^ to me every object has been answered without diem.'' 

(Signed) ' »^ G. M'Djonnbw..*' 

** Edmbtti^h, Feb. 11, 1805." 
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llie publication of this letter was thus totally, and most 
unjustly^ prevented in one very large and' important qnarter 
of the empire. 

I am not fond of national* reflections. I love and esteem 
many Scotchmen ; some whom I am proud, and honored 
by being called their friend. A whole nation has, in ancient 
times, been saved on account of one good man. I do not 
wish^ or mean, to arraign that nation ; and if it be any con* 
solation to the Scotch booksellers to know that on this side 
the Tweedy |>ersons i^ nearly a similar line of business jean do 
illiberal and unjust things^ I insert an advertisement, v4>ich 
was brought by a friend oTmine to the publidiers oi the 
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Mbrniiig Chronicle and tHe Morhiiig Post *, and a copy left 
at each office. The person, on his first vi&iti seieing a sort of" 
rehictance, or indecision, in tlieir assehl to print it, said he 
wodld call s^aih, requested them to consider it, and> if th%^ 
agireed, he would paff for it on his return. That night he 
called at each office, but could get no answer ; the next daj 

he called, three difierent times, but could neither see the 

. ■ , ' ■ ...■..•,■■ » • ■ ^ 

Editors, nor receive any answer. Tlie advertisemeht, of 

cbiirse, never ajppeared. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

. -■ ■ . . . • • 

I - ^^ In thfe very interesting and important case of The King 
'^ against Governor Picton,. it is due . to the justice of the 
^' -Qountry, Aai until the decision of the Court of King's 
" Bench on the points reserved for its. consideration be 
'' known^ all partial comments should be avoided^ as we 
If understand^ as soon as this determination is pronounced^ 
ff >>^tna! will be ptdblished from the aiQcurate notes of a very 
" eminent short hand writer ;. when the public,^ then in full 
■^Vpoissessipn of ejery fact, will draw its conclusions with that 
f^'. £<>o.d sense and. candour which form so distinguished and 
^fi honorable a feature in the national chai-aet^."^ 
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. Here, h no general jgjr particular remark pr observation^ 
jtot a dJingl^ word to influence public opinion. Tliis then,. 
JL «sy» is illiberal cofiduct in any case^ Scotch or English ; 

/ • 
L / mitk i* I I I ' H I y I I ■ I i ;i I I 1 ^ . » »■ - ■ ■ ■ i . 

'* -'^P the Editors of both'th^^e papers' are, ^ I am io formed Sco^htnea ; 
it is dear that \licy gained nothing by ^leir transplantation. 

V 



ia4te piewirt, I hdU h fiigfaly eriuintl. If ifae E2iM 
faidw die dHmmstaiK^, diey ^oold bb tfduimed of it^; il 
ibey^o not, whiUi I voty mildi doubt, it is r^lit ttitf iksdtM 
be itt^de aopiaihtfed.witfa it. * It b oae ol^ the ftttiiy bftaii 
An^ed^tMis, and tmMftnly w^js, wiiieh bis heeik pni£sBii 
towards Colbi^d Pictoti; ti> j^jodice hittL ibid &]» eaos^ 
iiiii ft> obstruct UadpteinM triitfa fn>m gbttiiig wirnkM^ 
flitt public It is a most sMootf ilijufy to ^ wk6€fsai efa^ 
raGter, Mi well d^sfen^ strdi^er aivA iti6l« Mv^igf^ inlijlflul^ 

flmdt Ropier. TFe ^S^fl r^ it MA ff^€tt tomphSt^Mtl^ 
cac^le^' wbeAer it oobie ^ irom 'atttkofH^/* (ft tloi. 
' AHhob^ tbis A«Bri6M #a^ nbt iiiteltfiiiSl tbf piibHdtttM d 
soeaflj SI p^od of fhebteirfes^ Id Wliieh if fefo^ fiStVhA 
k:andal6& li^^bicS fai^ tib^ ffiidft df a dttdffiS&ikie tfasfc 
ocdmd dpoii ilie tr^, and ib d^ (;<HiH c^ K&^'s B^Ocb; 
Ibd Wbidb; i^ iii tilibwed bn ^ baiMs, ^ (<ttliv^/ dt*\/Mk 
and tKD^R^led kiild; Ifi^ bk»A pVdthictiVe ^ so niijeli pifMk 
tiDcInef, b^ 86 frrtttl^ ^Id ^re|iidkedtbe feibp^ liM l%lt 
Mons 6f Ae btt^^iiirt'or the edmMibi^, 'ihdmi^lUift^iuA 
lower eUtifes, ^ ld» b^ (tt^<(d t6 Midi %u^iiMldil(* 
bbttor^ie puipo^ by Oft enteUfes oT Cblond PScfoHF, 
erer on tbew^tdi to kj bold bt iny ctoittsl&ifee ev^ tab 
iiiidioritiitivie iMa ttelt %fiidi festied from ike Cotikt^ tbid f 
Itbid tihjrsdf eiR>«e)r^ted irdttl kiiy iikput&^ df baite, "Hi^ 
lies^ or vaiiekii6tiM€i^«^, ih now pnlitii% a i^^ii, ^tfticfa It 

pibbaibt e , tmt for iftese cn^iiisuibeesv I s^boiitd Mrib 
defelrred lb i later period, llie circuita^tande to itiucti 

1 aBbde ir 9 pibtiife of iMd& Catdenm ^a ibfe pk^. 
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THE BRITISH PUBLIC. 



n (be sfadw/anS bringk^ dut one ^f tbe pupp^ts^ or pottsrev 
masters, to make people Wonder and stare^ be was producing 
^Rniationf and eftects of anqthet^ very different^ and mpre danr 
geh>iii natui^ : fi&c the bite of the Gobra de CapQUo> which 
Mt.G; WiU underitand by the help of ^ his l^ictiooary of 
Nahfavt History, it bad something of the nt^e. effe^, hu^ 
Uore of &e poisonoiisi aild leadly o6i]seqnd[icesi thit fcdlow 
die teedt bf Ibis venomous animal. But \f by should I ivoor 
Her at Mr. G^s various po\ters: he i& an. experienced trader 
'itt"^ hbt and coldy' and I have very lately/redd a& addi*es$ of 
ki^' in whith nothing could exceed die eloquence he di^fijay* 
•dv'in^tlHprtss8ing^^' tiaparHalitjf^ oA the minds of die jCiry; 
Ittd^ itfare s«f d&the bi^eved kifnsk^ya BYerj word he mti^ 
€tithk tifn^* > like Sir. (3;> I too loie. ingenuous e^eircise^ 
ladiy^bl&l.Isdiiietimesgivesbfev^dopiiiiQos. I s^ tbe»v 
ikst in STf^ HumUe opinion, i£Mr. G. po$»es8eSiOBefa£u£fcy*iur 
' lidqbv to atibtfa^r, it is V fiBsSAH LriY ; iUunkit (ranseetfd* 
fabr: ku&xvtedge of ihetaphy&ics, of which I have given a V&f 
j^raidfcr^spiecfhnen Hi this yhoBc.. Heis^ reaUy a Protfens; tf 
'^ord(,ilHit:by tfaei3iel|j of li^ iny&oiogicai feaomilg, (wbi<^ I 
•jiilflWfiB.iJquai to his m^jfiiysical;) he will undersftsmd vth# 
jiin a ntng ixf. v^An ioteUect.tike hib is worthy bf a ^cejui^Iy- 
fOBf ^^ii Mr« €• adds: an eaqpanded piilatithropy to Im other 
^reat^iaii6e^"wUeu $bbnct or later Ins s|nri!t.vi^ts the tnan- 
ttod^of^6CR$c, ^hicfa foir the happiness ixAquiet offtthis^n^their 
worldf may IFate long fofrbid> be inrfll direkrt his brmn> tog^er 
^di tfaex:ranii|hi. to whickit beloi%8> to be Sent to the celelArated 
Dr.Oall^ of Vidnna/for the frkn and complete ^cidadonof that 
iooaf ivondi^faj and dseftil science of cram(dog)VM hich HIS pro- 
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tis&cdaii ito hiK pitf^r fno-^ Me^ tp asq^jtsuii^ wl^t our ug^ 
piuner mincb herfs ^ve oja^y jlq^lfed, jti^at ^n emfi^gkiiU o^f 
fbnikfajtirt48J»qdb/a/Aas|i£t^ 9qe« . v .. . : 

Iliaiie jnid aoioe coairse a^ w<^Il ^>^!P9i|^ ^E^-diffig^it^ ^^ 
fir. mlltt3:bQ0)k. I did jopt Qootempla^ Jbu3 f^harf^ctor j^ 

iiiidiis imy, sttd Ukf utt.old incon^ig^le ^mn&[»^ JB pjf 4f)^ 
^|uiiitfQ9iii^ile|Q9pfsrmd4i3po^ JS^ow^fhaf jjld^ jiq^ 

taid to kno^ ihim i)^ter, md^*ilpiiok Tsery^liifU ^ :^^f|^ 
«ver he inaj flay, I.pixuui^e ueiv^ to Jbe ia.fi ^ryge ag^ij^ 
^¥heiie^icr tie^^ soatdies a grac^ beyond the .r^fa.c^.fu^tj'' jy 
qn the heaatiftd metsq^hysicai disboctiop alluded ^^ j^e ,iV{P 
poirdoii me, if I always consider it my duty ,to Xecqcd \)if4^ 
licitie^ widi .fidelity: ;but mdieaheget^.to.tlie cluii, %sfii^<gi^ 
ders in die mud of Spanish law, tliei\ indeed, 

♦ 

^^ Laugh vnhea we mu3t, be witty where we can. 
But .nvQdicate t|i^.ways qf ma^ io ,r^n" r 

•My poetry will relieve his mind, perhaps, aftcjr some ela- 
JlH>nite .and recondite nietaphysical research, and wishing to 
j^jnifi in a musiq^ ![i^90 ?^^ ^ g<><><I teinper, I beg leave 
(to offer bim ,the above distich, '^ pour s'amuser,'' which by 
,ihe help of j^ French c^ct^oiiary, he will be able soon to 
.ir^slate. • > 



The CA6B» OF THREE GENTLEMEN ^ih6 Inte 

titea a very actiTe and honorable part in the afiairs of Colonel 
PictoB^and iivlrich wiU be found in the Ap^endix^ No» XIV^ 
XV. and XVI. I should certainly apologize to my readerfor 
{KiUuttog my paper widi; but I hold that there is no ether mode 
80 effectud of undeceiving the pablie, as by publishing \k6 
names of aH those persons, and die circumstances of the crimes 
of ivhicfa they have been found guiky. This is tt proof pontive 
as to their reputation, and the sort aqd kind of credit or ba^* 
lief, wliich their assertions should obtain in this country, in 
any tliii^ connected with ^ case of Colonel Picton ; — In<- 
^deed it will be that species of reply, and that only, which I 
dball e?er give, to whatever they, or other person^ of a simi* 
kr class, may have the impudence or effrontery to- make to 
what I have stated in this letter, and I am deternained firmly 
td adhere to thb resolution, be the author who he may. 



It is necessaiy to observe, that there is a strength of ex* 
pression in many parts of this statement, and a rudeness, if I 
may so c^n it, of language, which in any other case or situ* 
ation, I should have held myself reprehensible for having 
nsed/ I feel the more inclined to make this admission, when 
I consider the many noble personages into whose hands it will 
come. The lai^uage and conduct due from one gentleman 
to another, I trust it will be allowed me by those noble per- 
sons, that from my rank and situation in life, I ought and do 
understand. The case here however is not between TWO 



fCBfitmea ; and although Ido not hold diuf aa. any excuse for 
an infringement of the proprieties of conduct and discourse, 
yet it w'ill be recollected that there was inseparably attached 
to my work, an office most irksome, but most indi^nsa- 
ble;— *the exposition of vulgar vice, and malignant calumny; 
— the detection of mean hypocrisy, of wantcm malice, 'and 
insidious fraud. I am not experienced in this sort of work; 
it is my first, and I trust it willbe my last effort ; it will there- 
fore, I hope, be pardoned me by those noble persons, if in th« 
exposition of some new turpiturle, I sometimes gave way to 
the expression of feelings in words, perhaps more remarkable 
for the stroi^ signification of die idea, than the elegance or 
beauty of dieir selection. It will, I think, be allowed, that 
I have traversed through ways new and unknown to me^ and 
if I have designated the leading places in my road, by harsh 
and coarse sounding appellations, those only are to be con- 
demned who went before, and first affixed the uncouth and 
unseemly epith^*. 

One word morf , and I have done. 
The variety and correctness of the information contained in 
diis book, may lead some to imagine, that Colonel Picton 
piay have been connected with me in its imposition. * I 



* One ipecimen wiH suffice.—'' The most atrocious malefactor (aU 
f luding to Colonel Picton^) who ever disgraced the En^ish uune and 
^ ch^rtcter, invested with any portion of public authority.'* 

Vide page 90, of Mr. Fullarton^s first quarto. 
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jTj^jj ^ilh hjtjm on tlie sulyect, Jjbat I h^vje never shew^n him 
a single |)age of it ; ^and as to his lawyers or legal acaupQ- 
tsinces^ I flatt^j pij^if that die work beairs ^ufficifintly strong 
internal epidefice^ that their advicje or infprmation has in i|o 
instance been ever asked or resorted to. 



jfs ^ last sheet of this jlddress n^as printed off, tkeaU" 

m thor learned that Colonel Picton had printed the depositions 

so often qtwted in this work, with a tetter addressed to Sir 

• Samuel Ho6d, K, B. He assures the public, that the eo- 
incidence in the time of appearance of both publications, is 
entirely accidental, (Cohpel Pifiton having nfiver ynfimated 
to him his ir^entionfi.) The circumstance of the publisher 
heing the same, is equally accidental; another publisher 
having been originally, employed to print and publish his 

LwQxk; wJ^ichf however, in the course of it, the author 
thought necessary to change. He conceives it extremely for^ 
tunate for his statement, that the public have now an op-" 
poriunity to recur to a printed copy of the whole of that 
evidence, 

April 21, 1606. 
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TO 



TBE BRItlSH PtfBlia 



* '^ A clear unblemished character compfehends not only 
tte mtegritjT that will not offer, but the spirit that Will not 
stibinlt to to injury ; and whether it belongs to ah Inditi- 
dual^ or to a connnuAitj, it is the foundation of peace, of 
iidepmdence, and of safe^. I^rirate credit is pritata 
Wealth) public honor is security. The feathers that adorn 
the Royal Bird support his flight; strip him of his plumage, 
and you fix him to the earth.'' 



t PREFACE my address to the PEOPLE OP 
EKGLAND with this short bttt strong declara- 
tion, Chat if there he One tespectabte or honotd- 
tU man in thfe kiiigdofn, Who will convict me of 
iaving iyilfiilly misrtpreseilted, nay I ^11 go 
further, of having exaggerated, or .extenuated 
ally of €he facts which I shall think it fny duty 
to bring forward in the following statement I 
do here solemnly pledge myself publickly to 
aK^knowledge my inistake, stnd to makd atone^ 
tncfht for my efrofr, by a full a*td uneqdivecal 
itcaiitation. 

To persons of any othfrr cisiss, or chaifaiter^ 
I have rtscJutdy dc/tftrnrined nerer to jtukt 



2 

file small^t i'eply ; and as to those who niay 
choo$e to' come forward m the way of ano- 
nymbus defenders, I shall make this observation, 
which I hope they will bear in mind, and 
not lose sight of, that as I never shall 
state any important fact on my own authority^ 
nor adduce any remark in which I shall not be 
supported by evidence of unquestioned integrity^ 
I shall therefore take no notice whatever of 
any replies or observations, howevef daring, 
howev(?r plausible, or however ingenious, that 
do not xome fortified by evidence and autho- 
rities of equal respectability to those which I 
shall myself adduce. It Was my original in- 
tention to have confined, as it was my right so 
to do, this privilege to those only, who like 
myself, affix their names to their pubhcations. 
But with a confidence of the strength^ the 
rectitude^ and honor of the cause which I take 
up my feeble pen to defend, conscious of my 
perfect knowledge of that case, I here enlarge 
the limits of the privilege, and I re-assert, 
that if any anonymous person chooses to 
enter, the lists, and fortifies his assertions by 
coidence and authorities of equal respectability 
to those which I shall adduce, I here engage 
to answer him. But in no oth^r case shall I 
ever write a single line, or take the smallest no- 
tice of what may be printed^ or published* 



lusubmitdng this appeal to the British pub- 
lic, I claim the allowances due to a soldier, who 
having served in different situations, in different 
countries, and in different climates, and, who, 
in discharging the duties of those stations to 
which he was called, has had few opportunities 
of applying himself to literary pursuits, or cul- 
tivating a taste for classical erudition ; of 
my learning therefore I say nothing, and I 
purposely do so, because most thoroughly 
conscious of my deficiencies : indeed I am 
quke certain, . that the informed reader will 
have perceived even before he shall have 
read the sentence which 1 now write, that 
«yntax and prosody have not been my favor- 
ite studies, and that I am unskilled in the 
knowledge and beauties of composition. I 
solicit indulgence however on this score, (not 
that I do iiot consider it in some measure the 
duty of any man who addresses the public, 
to dictate his sentiments not only in the lan- 
guage, but in the style of a gentleman, who 
oert^nly ought to be a scholar,) but that 
engaged in a military course of life, it has not 
been in my power to attend to those depart* 
tnents of literature, which serve to polish the 
style to purity and perfection, and whicli give * 
an interest to a wTiter's narrative, which a 
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person, unqualified as i am in these respettsv^ 
eaunot bope to at^in. I never should have of^ 
lisred these remarks or observations, if upon reflec- 
tioii I were not fully convinced, tha* the moment- 
ws subject ttti which I have now resolved to 
addre9$ tkt British Empire, did not knperiouslj 
C^il irpon mCf as a man,^^ as a friesd, and I 
sbalt ad4 ^^last bit not least,'^ as a soldier, 
who has the bonor of his king and conntty sin^ 
cerely and unaflfectedly at heart, who has gived 
kidisputahk proofe of the loyalty smd zeat 
with which he is, and ever has been animated; 
and who is now actuated by the purest inten- 
tkms both to the honor^ of the service, and the 
welfare of his country,, to give a fu)^ and im- 
partial statement of a question^ which, if either 
mistaken ov not thoroughly understood, may 
in one nionirat eclipse the reputation, totally 
bl^t 1^ hoped, utteily destroy the fortaae^ 
and Inreak the spirit of any officer^ who in 
similar ciircuinstancesy may not possess the 
.sxtiraordiigiaiy fortitude of mind, the firm coh' 
stitutipn. of body, and the large pecuniary: as^ 
sisitancQ of ffiends, which the subject of tho^ 
present ^ddvess, Coloud Ficton, has fortnmr 
atety £w himself and eventually, I tarust, for 
the interest and honor of the British arrny^ 
#i#¥^ llimserf pMsessed of on this most novd 
and most trying occasion. 



^bat are my motives and reasons^ for uiidfr^ 

taking the task wbieb I have aangned to my^ 

-self; they will be quite suflieieiit, I am ixttmtij 

to the mind of eveiy gto^fou^, imd fiberalman ; 

but for another class of persons^ for tbose 

trbose heads are better ttaok their hearty stnd 

lot those who I hope form a more tememnt 

dass in society^ and ts^uire that thev iofemia^ 

taoB shonid be enkvged as weA as tbdr hearts 

srx^anded, for those two cli^ises I have ano* 

^er and a different ahsri^er, #hich my work 

triHj I flatter myseli^ hesLV me out in giving 

thMiy with that confidenee which a bib6nouSy 

^inwearied, and impartisd application to the 

auligect should inspne; it is this, that feefing 

and believing that I understand this case, Ani 

is^ as £ur as an Enghshman can be informed 

fipon a subject foreigii to the pursuit perhaps of 

the most studious seh(4ar, or the most gene*» 

^latfy mfonned man in tlje kingdom, I hope to 

be able so to dispose my matter (for argument, 

as the question standi 1 shall not have very 

great. <ieeasion for,) as to render the question 

mtefligSMe to every man of common sense, or 

discernment. This is ^l I ^m at ; my reflec- 

tM»8 shaK be short, and concise ; I intend neK 

diing more than giving to the public just and 

bcHiest information, leaving It to that public to 



make its own deductions, with the impartial U 
ty, generosity, and c^dour, which certainly 
characterize the ultimate decisions of the greatf 
mass of the BRITISH NATION. 

It is idle to say, or to wish that the 
subject had been taken up by abler hands; I 
am satisfied that to be discussed, and dis-; 
cussed perhaps' by son^e persons, of the best 
talents apd information in the country, the 
businesis require^ only that it should bei pubf 
licly *known, and understood; at present it i« 
known only to be misunderstood, and mis- 
reprei^ntpd. As for myself, I shall not be 
discredited when I say, if I conceived that 
abilities, mean perhaps and moderate as 
mine are, could be of the least disservice tQ 
the C4us^ of Colonel Pipton, I should never 
have ^^zard?d the character of a sincere, 
but inc2^utio\is friend ; I have well weighed 
the ground on which he stands^ and with 
every conside^^atipn of friendship^ of prudence, 
with a minute and scrupulous atientioi^ to thq 
whole pf his casCj I hayp ventured this pub- 
licajtion to the people pf England^ firming 
and confidently relying on the sentence whicj^ 
they §hall prpnounce upoji it. 



Having thus announced my intention to discuss 
a point of Colond Picton's administration, the 
consequences of any ignorance, or any misun- 
derstanding of which may be, as I have before 
said, in one moment fatal to the peace of mind, 
tx> the future hopes, or the private fortunes of 
any officer, who may find himself placed in si-- 
tnilar circumstances, I consider it totally un- 
necessary to enter into any account of the 
opportunities I have had of obtaining ' infor- 
mation upon that particular point. I do as- 
sert that on this question " "WTioever runs 
may readj" the authorities which I give are 
in a great measure open to any gentleman, 
who will take the trouble, as I have done, 
of looking into them. But when I speak of 
the general conduct of Colonel Picton during 
his arduous command, as Governor and Cap-r 
tain General of Trinidad, it ipay, in that case, 
be right and proper to inform the public from 
what sources or opportunities of information 
I derive my opinions. I' think it requisite 
therefore to state, that I was appointed by the 
late Lieutenant General Grinfield Comman- 
der of the Forces in the Windward and Lee-r , 
ward Charibbee Islands, &c. to the confidcu-f 
tial situation of Military Secretary, that I 
attended him to that country, and during the 
performance of mjr duties in th^t depart- 
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tpLtfity X had the satisfaction of accompanying 
Jiiin py Xrifti^ad on a niilitary inspectiw of 
that ^land: I afterwards had the honor of 
uccompanyiag him on the different successful 
^xDeditiQus which took place during his com-* 
inand, (iiV \vhiph Colonel Pictou had a di&r 
iinguished, share,) aqd was selected to ^ring 
home the dispatches a^ni^ouuclng the conque^tf 
achieve^ under his. orders which jiracured nw 
the ran^ of Majpjf in the Aripy. Ther^ ijs^ 
no ojfficer in the service, I will be bold ta 
say^ who is not w^ll aware of the various 
opportunities which the situation of Military 
Secretary presents, of attaining conect infox*» 
mation on every subject connected with th^ 
whole range, of military Duties in the Wes^ 
India Islands ; the l^nowledge, bpth local and 
general, of place ajid pp^ition; the account 
both pe]:sonal and epi^^tolary, of persoi^s and 
circumstances ; in short, it embraces in its 
rang^ the comprehensive ex;tent of everjr transr 
action occurring in every part of this wi^ly 
6j(tended Archipelji^o, and presents to the 
curious or inquisitive mind not only the best 
opportunities for knowing the present trans-s 
actions, but by connecting him in dpse re^ 
latipn with all those persons who Ivave pre-i 
ceded, him in many high official I>epartments, 
a^ords him the surest means of ascertaining with 



Itruth and exactness, ^ the history of cveiy 
preceding business, which from any motive 
lie may be tempted to e^amiu^. What use 
I have made of these advantages in encieas« 
. ing the stock of my information as an officer, 
it would be most unbecoming in me to s^: 
I have not fkiled in diligence ; on that gronnd, 
my recollections affcH^ me much satisfaction. 
The invaluable connexions I had the oppor- 
tuni^ of forming there, are my prime sourcea 
of pleasure; and if I may be permitted here 
to indulge this pleasing reflection, the liberal 
reader will surely pardon me, when he learns,' 
tiiat it was by my official situation in the 
West Indies I bad the haji^ness to become 
acquainted with the cttetinguishedt subject of 
tins letter, that it was through that dear and 
honorable connexioa that J am called to raise 
my voice in a cause^ which adds to the charac« 
ter of evety man who takes a part in it's do^ 
iQnc^ nA tbat through the same cliannel t liad 
^ Uquo( of assQciE^ting myself in frie»dBb?p 
w^th names» that will live ia the hearts' of 
Ae. peopk of England, aad in its lustofyfefr 
i?ver, witk Major Genera\ Frederick Maitland;, 
and Sic Samuel Hood, and many others, whosct 
lives and whpse deaths have &>rme«l exampkci 
^y w^HTtiiiy- of tbifi imitotion^ of eveiy Bn-» 
imk OfiBiceiL 
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STATEMENT. 



Colonel Picton entered the army in the year 
1771 as an epsign in the 12th regiment of 
foot : he served in Qihraltar under Generals Sir, 
Robert Boyd, and Lord Heathfield, from the 
year 1773 to 1773- )He got his cQippany in ther 
7,5th regiment, of which his nnole, General Pic-r 
ton, now a full general in the anny, was thea- 
colonel, and to whom, his Majesty, in the most 
gracious manner, and without the smallest 
solicitation on the part of the general, or I 
believe, any expectation of so distinguished 
^ mark of royal favor, gave the colonelcy of 
the 12th regiment, with this most distin- 
guished proof of royal approbation when he 
went to court to kiss hands on his appointr 
ment For the honor of the Sovereign it 
should he recorded, and I tiiist that General 
Picton will pardon me for inserting it with- 
out his approbation. The Sovereign, on the 
general's approaching him said, " General, do 
you know to whose recommendation you are 
indebted for the colonelcy of the 13th re- 
giment ? The General bowed to the Sovereign 
in his usual dignified manner, ** To CaDtaij\ 



II 

Picton of the grenadiers of the I£th fegi« 
jnen^ for his gallant conduct in Germany.** ♦ 

Colonel Picton remained a captain for the 
Jong period of sixteen years, from 1778 to 
1794. In 1783 he commanded the seventy^ 
^h regiment, then quartered in Bristol, and 
)>y an intrepidity of conduct, and a daring 
resolution of min^ which oa every perilous 
emergeiicy marj^ the character and features 
pf superior men, quelled a mutiny which 
broke out in tliat regiment, and which from 
the complexion that it assumed in' the very 
^hort space of time that his, determined 
courage permitted it to subsist, promised the 
most disastrous consequences. For this noble 
example of a true military spirit, he received 
the royal approbation through the then com- 
mander in chief Reld Marshal Conway. 

From the year 1783, when his regiment 
Vas reduced. Captain Picton remained on half 
pay until the year 1754, and resided chiefly 

* The Gencrars masterly disposition of a small detacli- 
Bent, which he then commapded, as captain of the 12tk 
Regiment, was particularly Botic;^ bj Prince Ferdinand 
when he visited his post, and being reported bj thjB Prinoe 
in high terms of commendation to the Commander in Chie^ 
it was immediately put into general orders. 
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in J|^emhrokc«hir6 in Wales, where his anc«- 
torS| an ancient and most respectable family^ 
had kmg lived in the esteem and affection 
9i a nomermis circle of relations, friends^ 
find acquaifitances : for the character which 
Captain Kcton left behind him m that coun-*^ 
try^ I appeal to every man that knew him. 
His enemies arc Rnmeroui^, it is for them td 
ransack ih^t period^ and to produce one in^ 
Mhmce of conduct private or public, unbe^ 
coming die character of a gentteman. In 
the year 1794^ tired of inaction, and zealous 
iat service, while yet a half pay captain, he 
emBarked for the West Indies, trusting to 
his fcMTtune and bi» conduct for thiit promo^ 
tion, to which a period of sixteto years with 
the rank duly of captain certainly enti- 
tled him. Here he was soon distiiiguished by 
a great natural superiority of mind and in* 
formation, and Sir John Vaughan, who then 
^^mmanded in chief in the West Indies, gave 
him a majority in the sixty-first regiment. 
He also mad^ him his confidential aide de 
camp, and having now a closer of^ortunity 
of discerning bis activity of mind, and talents 
&i pulsdic huisiness, be appointed him dqnrty 
quarter master general, (hy which situarion he 
nbtained'tfie rank of lieutenant Colonel) and in 



which iiepartment he acquitted himsetf' widi t&e 
greatest credit and honor, as Major Geaeral Fre- 
derick Maitland, (and can I adduce a higher 
charuter and authority) has often testified, 
until the arrival of that most virtuous and 
£stinguished officer Sir Ralph Abercrombjr in 
die West Indies m the year 179^. Colond 
Ficton #as continued at the head of th^ 
qsarter master general's department, and was 
called upon by General Leigh, who cmn- 
manded in chief in the West Indies when 
Sir Ralph arrived, to attend him to meet 
general Abercromby at head quarters at Bridge 
Town, Barbados. Being however superseded 
ill his appointm»it by General Knox, who 
came out before Sir Ralph, he intended to 
letum to Europe, but was requested by the 
commander in chief to remain^ hoping, as be 
Tcty graciously expressed, it, *• to give lam 
an opportunity of returning in a way raore 
^tgrwMc to him," if he would ivmain the 
csonpaig^ This invitation was too flattering^ 
not to be immediately accepted^ and he etHM* 
Itelmi with him on the espeditio«r ^ttmf 
9L Luda^ where t^e general sigm&d in^ 
pidrfic orders, ^' that aH ofdery coming 
timnigfa Colonel Picton, shouU be consideivd 
as die orders of the commands m chieft^ 
Oil tfacL capture of this island, the generaJL 
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Mthout apy solicitation wrhatever, recorti* 
mended hiai for the lieutenant colonelcy of the 
fift;y>sixth regiment. From St. Lucia Colonel 
Picton sailed with Sir Ralph on the expedi- 
tion to St. Vincents^ which was taken by 
storm. Upon the conclusion of this short 
but brilliant tampaign^ Colonel Picton went 
with Sir Ralph to Martinique, and from 
thence to iLngland, where they arrived to^ 
gether in September 1796. 

Sir Ralph Sigain sailed for the West Indies 
in November of the same year, attended by 
Colonel Picton, and arrived in Martinique in 
the latter end of January 3797. The expedi- 
tion against Trinidad being at this time deter- 
mined on, tlie armament sailed for that islanci 
in the following month, and the conquest of 
the Colony being completed, Colonel Picton 
was, without any recommendation, or even the 
least previous notification, appointed by the 
commander in chief to the government of 
that island in general orders; and when he 
waited on Sir Ralph to return his acknow^ 
ledgments, the answer of that great man i^ 
worthy of being recorded: it was, " Colonel 
Picton if I knew any officer, who in. my 
opinion would discharge the duties annexed 
to this situation better than< you, to hiii\ 



1$ 

Would r have given it; there are no thanks 
due to lue for it." . . 

. 1 have judged it right and necessary to take 
this short review of the military career of 
Colonel Picton, and of the rise and progress 
of his connexion with Sir Ralph Ahercromby, 
a character, which, for the practice of every 
public and private virtue, ranks so high in 
the estimation of mankind, that I shall not 
diminish the little place 1 hold in the literary 
world, by presuming to add one shade more 
of colour to that already highly finished picture. 
It is enough foiff^^y present purpose and the 
honor of Colonel Picton, that it should be 

known to the world, that he lived in the rer 

• 

membrance of that immortal name to the hour 
of his glorious death, as appears by a letter 
which the colonel received from hiip in his way 
to the last scene of his triumphal career. 

Before I proceed to the immediate subject of 
my letter, I conceive it also necessary to* ;^t;ate 
to the British public, a few of the public acts pf 
Sir Ralph Ahercromby before he Id^t the island 
of Trinidad. This is indispensable to, tj^^ir 
rightly understanding the prQceediin|f^ iVjJ^icJti 
were subsequently takeii; and built, *^P^ft\i^.^^ 



^te of His. It is known I believe to evety 
man in this country, that the island capitulated 
leaving the terms to the conqueror. Sir RUph 
was a tvise man, and an acute judge of hitman 
nature, as wiell as a great officer ; he had prre* 
Tious infofffldtioil of the kind and class of Jied» 
pie of which the island was eompos6[l ; his In^ 
fltructions from his Majesty's government drf 
this point, I believe, i^an thui : 



EXTRACT. 

*' tHE Island of Trini^ is poitited oMt 
» the source df great inlschief td the BWtijrff 
Islands, being a shelter fot privateer^ who 
^noy their trade, and affords dn asylum fdt 
had pe&pie of eoery descriptidn, who mill th6 
ftfitateiers ai^ row' boats, which Maker depre- 
dations upon the coasts, carrying otf rfav^i 
and property: it is therefoilfc recommended to 
Sir Ralj>fe Abercromby, if he catt ctoftect a ^f- 
flcietit hx^t Without exposing the Sriti^ Uhxih, 
io make an attack npoii tiftiirfH and If thft 
force he can spare sbduld ti6t h€ sutikleftt t6 
He^ p(tS3e^sion afbef he has idken i% to diake 
fbe attack iia^twithstanding;/()/^ ik€ purpose 6f 

iu&Mfing or carrying may all miUfary sutei 
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^ and arms that he may find there, and to mze 
'^ i^fouy and to send to England, the Brigands 
^' and nuscbicoous people who have made that 
*^ Island their home.'^ 

In his conduct and demeanor to a population 
so strongly described and characterized as it is 
here by the govermnent instructions^ and in 
obeying the dictates of his own humane hear^ 
JSir fialph well knew, that capitulatory terms 
bearing such broad and incontrovertible fcpi* 
tures of generouty and magnanimity, as could 
neither be najsundearsitood nor misinterpreted by 
the meanest person in the island, were ibt 
surest mode of securing the confidence and per* 
manent submission of all classes of th^ inhabit 
tants, he therefoce issued a proclamation on the 
landing of the troops, in which he granted them 
gratuitously, and without any stipulation what- 
"ever, the exertise of their OMm la%vs, and the 
institutions that subsisted previous to the sur* 
render. This was lus^rst act 

«r 

From the weakness of the former govern- 

, ment, accustomed to little else than to divisions 

^d duplicity, the vices of chicanery and cor« 

. niption prevailed to an enormous extent in tihe 

different courts of judicature, and individua)^ 
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liari f&iihd it so rtiJA?6tfil to apply for jxi^ct 
even in atfaifs of the most sirtiple fl^rcy- 
that the execution tff the llaws had beefi 

• 

nearly .suspended for twelve months bfefore 
Sir Ralph Abercromby's arrival, I have 
pledged ^^sielf to feifyt-ffiy Teadtts for toy 
imporfant fact ;vrhich I st&t6, tO' tin^jtieStion"' 
ifele antkttrity ; ^e semrces 6f thid il^omia- 
tioft'te'fr, M^ia^rs. Lynch> tai-fe^, Bego^fat^andStv 
Pfe, a!i ink^stratesi aiid 'jplariterd 6f high; Yes^>de^ 
\vho had Bved iii the cokiny for liiany y«a» btfow 
the eap^urey and 1)irho kttve d^f)O60d upon tsuidi 
to this efifect;' Sir Rilph^irfer tiie' shoct 
tiMe tMt be ien$aihed 'm ite isl^B^ ws^s 
befi^et by k .^k^ of oMiphiinantSy •mud inb- 
portutfed irifh t^nis^eiiffiaiiott of the l^Bie and 
tiorrtipt ^^i^Mctioesf ; of the :tt«i€JWf** 'of the 
ibitner ^id^vferisitaent, which bciiig ^n-dved 6n !a 

■ • . '^ i* - 1- fi', . ....•• . : .: 

. J' 
'^ • » • ■ ^y I •;■■».'{. 

f ' * * 

^ As mention is'freqnentiy' made in ttie ebtirie of thk 
narration of the alciaMes, ^e^bMvands, amdai^si^sors. It ias^ 
not be improper to give seme idea here of their respective 

. ,XI^eSp^ish. cpurts. of justice cOnsis|: of the triounaf (A 
ffOTemment composed of the governor * and fiis assessor^ 
and ihe tribunals of the senior dnd jidaior aii»ldei in br^ 
SOifiarir, "boih df ^al }uns£ction» 

■ i \ ' 
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Hjgid examination of the facts to be but too thic*, 
the Commander in CJiief came to the resolution 
^ annulling that office in tato, zkA aft Ed- 
gli^ gentleman, Mr. Nihell,. who had filled 
the situation of alcalde of the fkM^ election, 
who perfectly understood the Spanbh lan- 
guage from a residence of many years in 
the colony, being recommended to him as a 
fit and proper person to fill a judicial situa- 
tion, he created him chief judge of the 



t 



!riieQffic^ofAi.cA|;.DE Senior and 3viniQ^ is contra-diS'- 
tinguished fropn Qiatof an English justice of peace, by his 
carrying on all processes, civil and criminal, to the definitive 
•entence, with the assistance of an Assessor, but which sen- 
tence he is not empowered to execute without the decree 
and sigoatiire .of the goYiernor, wiio is ca)le4 -supreme judge. 
fi^He is some^mes <)alie4 /iVPCiE hisioo^ aa not ^ing <»f tho 
prpiessioA of the 4aw« 

An EsciiiTAif o is a public scrivenek-, whose attestation is 
trequisite to all public decrees, or definitive sentences in ju- 
dicial procedures, and to all public instruments of writing 
whatever.**-Their officer are the depositaries ^pf the pMblio 
records. 

AuOfficiaj. Assessor is a graduated advocate appointed 
liy government to accompany the ordinary judge in his deci- 
sions and sentences, and whose signature relieves the judge 
from all kind of responsibility. 

c a 



Judge. 
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island ; an office never before known in tlic 
;C(>untry, and he drew up with his own hand 
a code of instructions by which he was to 
govern himself, and of which the following 
is a correct copy. To those instructions J 
beg my reader's most particular attention. 






INSTRUCTIONS. 

" General Sir Ralph Abercromby, K^R^ 
*^ Corhmander in Chief of his Ma- 
" jesty's Forces in the windward • 
^* and leeward Charibbee Islands, &c. 
« &c. 

• ... ' 

X Nihdi, ^' The island of Trinidad having submitted 
^^nted" ** to his Majesty's arms, by the power 
j^* ** and authority vested in me, by these pre- 
sents I nominate you John Nihell, Esq. 
to be Chief Judge and Auditor* (during his 






* The offices of chief judge and auditor were distinct, and 
had no relation to each other, although the general here 
unites them. The office of auditor was also distinct from that 
of assessor ; it had no judicial functions, notwithstanding both 
were held by Don Juan Jurado^ assessor to the former 
goVcmor. 
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*^ Majesty's pleasure) over all and every part 

^ of tbe said iriand, and yon are hereby re- 

^ quired and commanded to perform and ex-'2^{^ 

** ecute all manner of things appertaining to SI^^U^ 

•* the aforesaid offices, conformably to die in- £f??* 

** structions and powers you shall receive 

^' from me thfough the Lieutenant Colonel 

** Picton, whom I have appcmited governor 

** of die said island : and whose instructions Appwnte* 

** and powers are to he considered of equal 

*^ force as if given under my hand. And zs 

^* there was no stipulation (in the capitu- Spanish 

** lation) in favor of the Spanish laws in ^^ *>j 

** the administration of justice, and as they crombj's 

circoiariet* 

•* were merely continued by my circular let- «»,&c. 

*^ ter to the commandants of quartos, ma** 

" gistrates, &c. in order to avoid the. con* 

«5 fusion which miffht result from too strict special •». 

^ thorityto 

•*• an adherence to the forihis of that jurispru- ^lepwtfroni 
*' denccf under an English government, you tbe s^ttaA 
^ will receive particular instructions from Lieu* ' 
** tenant Colonel Picton explanatory of my in- 
'* tentions. 



*• And as I have judged it expedient to Suspension 
'* suspend from his employment, the Assessor seasorgene- 
* (jeneralf and not to name any one to fill thtoffi<^. 
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instractions *' that loffic^ in his 8tea4, yw arc ofdAeA 

to proceed , ^ •r ^ 

without an <* to procecd iu all causes, whdther civiL or. 

Msesfor. 

. "^/^ crimmal) 'Without a^y cwessar, although it 
:fudgmexit, ^^ may be contrary to the form anc\ sfnrH 
wTth'^ an I " of the Spanish hw^. And I hereby declajtS 
^^h con. *^ that all sentences given and signed by 
s^nishilw, ** y<^ mthout the accompaniment of an Asses^ 

J^Astod. ^ ^^^y ^f^^^^ '*^^^ ^^^ -^^^^ /^^^^ ^^^ votnHty as 

u^uaUy <;< ^ ^jj^^ gjy^y,^ j^ accompanied^ and shall be 
'^ executed in the same common and ordinary 
^.^ form. 



* ^ 



^ *f And as I have received serious complaint^ 

• f* of the extortions practised by the exaction 

?• of excessive fees, and the malapplication of 

?* useless and unnecessary proceedings in the 

** administratiofn of justice by the escrivanps,* 

S'ih^n *^ attornies, Sec. you are* hereby required 

l^Sceed- " ^0 shorten and simplify tl^e proceedings; and 

^^' ** to terminate all • causes in the most fxpedl^ 

** tious and least expensive manner that thfi 

^* circumstances of them will admit, accord- 

5* ing to the dictates of your consciencib, thft 

** best of your abilities, and conformably to 

?* the instrtf<5tidns you shall recdve fr^m Liteu- 

f* tenant Colonel Picton; although it shdulS 

^ be contrary fo the t^^ual practice of tht 



** Sp<Httth gvaertmsnt. An4 I also »ve you Authwiu 

' "J • - 'to piinish 

- M power a^d ^^^^ to^ suspend ^ -«^ 
** tbeir employinputs all m:jnv4iK)3» ^ttormes^ forextor- 

• 'f . . . 

" J6 »U civil pauses the partiesL ^ tot faf 
^ ^ow£d ^n app^ ftom your tfibui^d to 
" tl^e King in CQUHpi, 3vb?n , the matter ii^ ^ 
'' Utigatioii exceie4s 4»ftOA i^te^Iiog. And w cai^SJAe 
*' all criminal causes the appeal, is. to tbeSn^TOT. 
'* Governor^ m4 no sentmc^ to b^ es^eut^ un^ S^*^ 
*■ til. apprw^d of by him* 



tcBces, 



*^ Given under my ha^4 wd seal in the 
" Port of Spain^ island of Trinidad, 
" this first day <*f Marcli, in the year 
*' 1797. 

(Signed,) ** R, Ab£rcromby« 

^f By order of his Excellency, 

*^ Secr^tsiry,'* . 
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This was the second important act 6f the 
Commander in Chief, all the other arrange^ 
ments being subsidiary, and of a seconclafy 
nature. Sir Ralph sailed for Martinique, 
leaving Colonel Picton in the possession of 
his arduous government. I shall Homt very 
briefly mention the general state and popula- 
tion of the island at this period. From the 
accurate survey and map given by Mr, Mal- 
let, it appears that the total population of 
the island in 1797 amounted to 17,718 per- 
sons, 6f which number 2,151 Svere white 
|>eople, English, Spanish, and French; 4,476 
were Mulattos, or as they are called people 
of color of different countries, French, Spanr 
ish, &c.; 10,009 slaves, and Ij 082 Indians. 
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'■The proportion of whites, as follows, 

English.. 610.' 

Spanish 505. 

French 1,036. 

' In 1801 the population ha^i increased to 
24,339, and in 1802, the year before Colonel 
Picton left the settlement, it had increased 
to 28,477; 2,261 of whom were white peo- 
ple, 5,275 free colored people, 19,709 were 
slaves, and 1,232 Indians. 
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I have now stated irom the hest autho^ty 
the amount of the population, and the pro- 
|)oi1iOn which the numbers of Spanish, French^ 
English^ Mulattos, and Slaves bore to eacb 
other at the periods when Colonel Picton as- 
sumed^ and relinquished the government I 
have also already stated the character which 
the Commander in Chief received of this 
ihixed population from the most authentic 
c^ all documents^ the instructions of the , En- 
glish government^ (vide page 16,) and to 
evince how well founded this description waSj, 
and to shew from the most irrefragable proofs 
the kind and quality of his Majesty's new 
subjects in Trinidad, whom the Commander 
in Chief had given over to the government 
of Colonel Picton. I annex a document 
which no man can object to; it is an exr 
tract from the laws of Grenada passfed in 
1784, vol. 3, page 232. 



EXTRACT. 



" An act for apprehending suspected per*- 
sons coming from Trinidad.'^ Preamble. 

• MHiereas the scandalous practice of carrying 

* off slaves by persons who have mortgaged 
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:* tlie sara^, or who are otherwise largely in* 
^ debte4i and tlie stealing of slaves out pf 

* the Jegal possession gf others, h^ye beeft of 

* late years frequent^ and proved ruij¥)us to 
' jparticulir creditors^ and injuriou3 to the 

* geppnd credit of this colony, And wlier?^ 
f the pefsong guilty of §uch robberies and 
f frauds Ijiave found s^d continue to ffld a 

* refugee and asylum in tfye island of Trinidad 
■ for the slaves so taken away, aiad a^ apr 

* plications made to the governor of tlut 
^ island, or to the court pif 3pain^ feavp hi- 
f therto proved fruitless/ 

Again; same act, clause 8. ^ the ^liow? 
ing preamble. • And whereas some persons 
^ have come from Trinidad dud hirked in these 

* i3lands, fox the purpose of seducing dnd carry-i 

* ing off 6'leroe4i and other persons rending in 

* Trinidad have sent artful n^grq or mulatto 

* slaves for the like purpose, and it is but 
^ just and reasonable to proceed with the great- 

* est rigor, against those who reside on the very 
' spot which holds out a retreat for fraudulent 
^ debtors^ and stealers of slaves^ and xvh,er^ na 

* redress or justice can be hadP It then enactSji 
f That persons coming from Trinidad shall give 
f \fOVLd on t|ieir arrivalin 1000 A sterling, to b^ 
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/ of good foefaaviour ; ^d if sud^ hqmA k ndt 
^ given, duch persKHi to hp declared a ^agabofij^ 

* an4 without cumf other proof than that oj tifudj^ 

* or frequent residence in Tr^idofiy to beeoiqt- 
f mitted to goat' The ^ame act aI$o enacte 
that f if auy .$laye reputed to belofig to persons 
i residing in Trinufad^ shall not pr9cm:e security, 
f he shall be Avhipped and sent to gaol for six 
f moQthsi and the bonds of inastet^ of dome^r 
i tics coming from Trinidad to extend to se? 
f cure the good conduct of such domestic^.' 

Jn a previous act, passed in March 1784, to 
fender process in chancery effectual, it recites 
^ Inasmuch as many mortgagors^ ^^d other 
f necessary parties to suits Ijiav^ for fnafiy yeaf s 
f past escaped to Trinidad.^ 

■ 

The first act is ^till iij force, ai>d Trinidadiatts 
pf any description, going to G renada, are liable 
tp be apprehended ^s t^a^afip/itfj* 

The reader has now before him, from sources 
totally unobjectionable, an account of the num- 
ber, the proportions^, the. kind and quality of 
his Majesty's new subjects of the colony of 
Trinidad. He has atso had pointed out, to 
him, the two measures which may be consi^ 



2B 

i^ered of prime importance executed by the Com* 
aumder in Chiefs before he left the islandf, 
that is^ a proclamatioti' granting the conqueied 
people their ancient laws and institutions, aiid 
secondly, the suspension of an indispensable and 
indeed vital office, or officer in the old and for« 
mer government, I mean the Assessor, and the 
creation of a new and unknown office, that of 
Chief Judge, with extraordinary powers, in the 
jierson of Mr. Nihell, (vide page 20 ) 

I now^ come to the acts of the government of 
Colonel Picton, but before I proceed to point 
out any of the first steps of his administra* 
tion, I shall give the state of the military force 
which he had to preserve the order and peace 
of the new establishment. I take this from the 
monthly state given in at the Commander in 
CKeTs office, dated September 1, 1797. 

FitforDutj. 
57th Regiment ^69 

X>etachment of Hompesch's or foreigners.... . 131 

Ditto of Soters French negroes. .........99 

Total 498 

Vide Monthly State, Appendix, No. 17 

There was no militia at the time. 
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COLONEI, PICTON'S GOVERNMENT. 

General sir Ralph Abercromby sailed from 
IVinidad on the 28th February 1797, and on the 
first of March Colonel Picton assumed tfie xcms 
of government 

The state and condition of the Island^ thus 
surrendered to his power and protection at 
this period, cannot be better described than 
by giving a^ copy of an Address which was 
presented to him on the fifth day of April 
following, and signed by^ a great majority of 
the most respectable inhabitants of all nations. 

■i 

• - • 

ADDRESS 

To his Excellency Thomas Picton, Esq. Go- 
vernor and Commander in Chief of the Island of 
Trinidad^ ^c. S^c. 

" May it please your excellency, ' 

'^ The last governor of this colony for his 
" Catholic Majesty, perhaps too much occupied 
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^^ in the last moments of the reduction of the* 
'* island) obtained from the conqueror by thef 
** capitulation, thp ratification of all the acts 
** previously passed under the Spanish govern- 
ment^ but forgot to demand the continuetiait 
o^our laws; a thing the more necessary, ^aii 
the Establishment of new oacs, (however good 
they might be) might occasion the greateilt! 
disorder. This inconvenience could not escap€ 
** tho. penetration of his excellency Sir Ralph 
" Abercwmby, (whose humanity and disinl^f^ 
^ ^ estedness cannot be sufficiently praised^ ) and 
'* in *he course of a few days after the capitoi^ 
^^ }ationi he was pleased to issue a Pxocla^nalioni* 
^* declaring this fayorafcle je^olution :—e resold* 
'^ tion whidi increased if possible the gratitude 
" of the inhabitants of this island, already so 
" much indebted to him for the wise measures 
** he adopted at the conquest, to preserve them. 
" firom 4iie horrors generally attendant on war< 

" The zeal which your excellency has invaria^ 
" bly displayed for the preservation of the co- 
^' lony, and the welfare of its inhabitants, has 
** insured you for ever their confidence, and in- 
" duces them to take the liberty of laying be- 
** fore you some observations^ which they thinfc 



*^ of coiwcquence towards sectiririgfei tfi$m tifitil 
,** ^Jie ^eacr, flie p6sses(sron of tteir ])TopcTty, 
** for the preservation df which yoii nai^e proH^eil 
'* yoifr^atfxiety. ! 

** ThiftasseniDflageof men of justice, »of whom 
* tlic iiikjbrity doubtless offered a corruption of 
** which no other colony could 'fiimish cxatn- 
" pies, and whose iniquities and hoi^rors Titve 
"•* exceeded those of all governments "known to 
^ *ns :---those sTiameful and permanent violations 
^'oFdl the laws of the Iildies, and others of 
** the kingdom by which his Catholic 'Majesty 
** intended that we should he g^viemed,. (laws 
** full of wisdom and foresight,^) .and wfaidl 
would undoubtedly have ensured our liappi* 
nessy rif tlieir ailminjstrators.h^d been xp£n of 
^* an ordinary corruption. 

•".■•■ • 

" Murders and robberies committed withim* 
*/ jpunity J widows and orphans deifipoiled, inhe** 
*^ ritances plundered,.creditors anilrdebtor&cigfuallgr 
^^ ruin^ed in affairs of the most .simple n^ure^ 
** unfortunate colonists scarcely arrived ^r ihe 
** moment of enjoying the friuts of Jpng;, .^nd 
" -pailful labours, which wouldrhave afforded 4:he 
^f riQeans of existence to their families^ devouredi 
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** without pity onthe most trifling discussion, 
*^ like a victim fattened till then only for that 
** purpose ! In short, who can deny that the 
'^ disorder in this point had increased to such 
" a degree, that a man destitute of employment 
J* or property might attempt any thing against 
.a proprietor, because the latter, convinced be* 
" , fore hand of the usurpation of part of his 
" property, and of the loss of the remainder 
^ by the excessive costs of justice, would have 
*^ rather submitted to the most violent ^saulta 
." in his house and person, than have offered 
"any resistance to them, s ♦ 

"Such was the dismal but faithful 

** PidTURE OF THE GoLONY AT THE PE- 

** Riob OF ITS Conquest; and that peace 
•' which it enjoyed (which alone had contri- 
" buted to attract that multitude of entiles 
" who had been forced to fly from the civil 
** wars which raged in the neighbouring is- 
** lands) that peace of which they so highly 
" applauded the advantages, was sold to us at 
^* the price of being devoured in the den of 
*^ chicanery, if any difficulty obliged us to 
** have recourse to justice, whilst our adminis* 
** tritors, in their dispatches to the court of Ma- 
" drid, attributed the rapid and unexpectcdnn* 
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^ crease of population to the effects of a wiser 
^ and virtuous admixustration. 

" We have not thought necessary to give 
** your Excellency a detail of the numerous acts 
just mentioned You were not long at the head 
of this government without obtaining a perfect 
knowledge of them, in consequence of the ne- 
cessity imposed upon you to pursue the affsurs 
of justice already commenced. What was your 
** astonishment on beholding such infamy, and 
•• how oflen have you expres$ed your indigna- 
** tion thereon ? Yes Sir, we will say, that pene- 
^ trated with the misfortunes of several persons 
** who could not escape the claws of these vuj- 
** tures, your Excellency wished to relieve them ; 
** but how could it be effected ? If Mrith tha^ ia- 
•• tent you are obliged to have recourse to several 
** of the same men of whom we complain, whose 
^* interest it is to support each other, and to bury 
^* in darkness what we are desirous of making 
** known to the world, 

*^ The zeal and anxiety which your Excellency 
•* has manifested for the good of this colony, can 
only meet with the success you so well de'serve, 
by assenting to the request that we now presume 
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*^ to make, for the establishment of a superior tlii* 
" bunal erected m the following manner, or in. 
" any other that your excellency may judge most 
" fexpedient.* 

" Signed by a great majority of the' 

*' respectable Inhabitants of all Na- 

'' tions/' 

Colonel Picton was but six weeks in the ad- 
ministration of his government, when this Ad- 
dress, with the plan and proposition annexed, 
was presented to him. Those who have the 
pleasure of knowing him, I believe, very gene- 
rally allow, that he is a man of great natural 
"talents, with a keen, penetrating, and discrimi- 
nating, power of mind; but notwithstanding his 
^abilities, it was impossible for any man, how- 
ever endowed, to comprehend in this short 
period the wRole circle of his various duties ; 
He was however skilled in the Spanish language, 
and was therefore capable of conversing with 
such persons as he conceived most qualified for 
giving him correct and useful information. 



* The plan proposed^ in the Address follows this in the 
original, but being quite foreign to my purpose^ I haye not 
iBserted it 



is 

What is that sensible step which any cool, rea- 
sonable^ and dispassionate man would take in 
such a conjuncture ? the direct answ'er is, con- 
sult with those men wh6 are best fitted,' from 
their characters, age, circumstances, and abi* 
Jities, to advise you. 

* There was at that time living in the colony an 
old gentleman of the name of Don Christoval 
de Robles, who, for nearly half a century, had 
filled, with high reputation for honor and inte- 
grity, the principal situations in the administra- 
tion. This gentleman was recommended to 
Colotiel Pieton as a man of all others the most 
capable of directing his efforts for the good of 
the country, and of giving him a faithful and 
correct account of its internal situation. Colonel 
Pieton sought his information with avidity, and 
I give from the original paper presented by Co- 
lonel Pieton to the Committee of the Lords of his 
Majesty's most honorable Privy Council, tiie 
substance of the information and advice which 
that respectable and revered gentleman gave to 
him on their first interview. It is for its*. par- 
ticular purpose an authentic document which no 
honorable man can question. 
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BON CHRISTOVAL m BQBLES' RECOaf- 
I^NPATION TO COLONEL PICTON. 

*' AS you have done me the honout of con-: 
** suiting me, I will give you my honest and can- 
** did sentiments on the situation of this colp^y. 

" The poptilation is mostly composed of refu-, 
^'gees and desperate characters whq It^ave be^ 
f ^ implicated in the rebellions and inasj^cres pf 
f^all the neighbouring islands ; their principlqi 
*^,are incompatible wit|i all regular goyernm^^, . 
•* and their inveteracy to your nation v^ irrecpQn 
**cilcable. The timidity of the former goycrn-r 
*^ ment suffered tlieir crimes to pass unpunished^ 
•/ and at your arrival they were actually master) 
^' of the island You m^^y judge of the numbers 
*' capable of bearing arms, by the application of 
V the French Consul to the governor on the aj)? 
** pearance of the British fleet, when he offered 
^^ him the assistance of 3000 republicanSi which 
* * (not being inclined to make any resistance) 1m 
^.^ thought proper to decline. 

^' To those you may add the Spanish peons or 
^' people of colour, aset of vagabonds who casu- 
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*' ally come over from the oontinetii^ and lurho 
*^ are ready to join in any disorder that affordu a 
" prospect of plunder, and a great proportion of 
** the slaves who have been sent here from the 
' * * other islands for crimes dangerous to their safety. 
'* These people are now apparently quiet ; but 
** they are the more dangerous as they are only 
•* waiting ibr a favourable opportunity to show* 
** themselves. They arie studying you and your 
•^ garrison. A Con^derable portidn of your troops, 
** if one may draw a conclusibil from their conr 
^' versation and conduct, are not Well aflectecL 
** and may be easily seduced, and those people 
♦' will leave no means untried to effect it. If 
^ * you do not give an imposing character to your 
* * gbvernment before the climate difninishes the 
^' number of your soldiers, your situation ntdll 
^' bfecome alarming. If those men do ndt fear 
** you, they will dfespise you, and you may ea- 
^* sily foresee the consfequences. They have been 
^ accustomed to a timid and temporising goverri- 
** ment ; a few acts of vigor may disconcert their 
^ projects: butperhaps you expect some co-oper* 
*' ation from the magistrates and tribunals : alloiiir 
** yourself no longer to be deceived ; there is not 
^* a sufficient confidence in the duration of your 
^* government to induce any one to commit hirix- 

^^ self by a vigorous application to the law. Thpjr 
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'^ are all appreheusivie of returning under the d(v 
" minion of their oWnfiasters, and will be careful 
" not to expose themselves. They are besides 
/'people of weak and timid characters, from 
*' whom no energy can be expected. There is 
*' but one Une of conduct by which you can rx- 
*' tricatc yourself from all these difficulties. The 
" circumstances of the conquest have virtually 
** combined in you the whole power of the go- 
" vernment You arie supreme political, crimt- 
** nal, civil, and military Judge. You unite in 
*' your own person the separate powers of the 
^VGovernor, tribunals, and royal audience of ca- 
V raccas : o\ir laws enable you to judge summa- 
'^rily, without recusation or appeal Circumr 
** stances like the present have been foreseen by 
♦'our lawyers, who have provided remedies equal 
*'to the occasion. You are not shackled by 
" forms or modes of prosecution. If you do sub- 
*'stantial justice, you are only answerable to 
" Gocl and your conscience/' 

Such was the language of ^dviqe and recom* 
jnendation given to Colonel Picton by tjiis ex- 
perienced and informed geptlemap. The for- 
mer had acquired sufficient knowledge of th^ 
persons he had to deal with not to see its pro- 
priety, aiid accordingly he acted upon it. $onve 
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^ iransactions which' occurred In the island soon 
afterwards, 'connected with the principle of ad- 
vice recommended by Robles, and which have 
been made the ground of obloquy and accusa* 
tion by certain person^ or persons in this coun- 
try, it is quite foreign to the purport of this let^ 
ter to enter upon ; it is however proper to state, 
that General Sir Ralph Abercromby returned 
to Trinidad, after the expedition to the island 
of Porto Rico, in the month of June following, 
subsequent to the period when most, if not all 
tliose transactions alluded to, had taken place, 
and after being fully informed of every thing 
that had occurred in the colony since his de- 
parture in February, he was pleased to express 
his entire and complete approbation (I know 
the fact) of Colonel Picton's conduct in the 
strongest terms, and he accordingly, in his 
succeeding dispatches, recommended him to His 
Majesty's Ministers, as an officer in every respect 
qualified to fill the important situation of Gover- 
nor of the islands. 

I have gone more at length, and may 
appear to have detailed, with, more mmute- 
ness than the immediate object of this letter 
would seem to require, the proceedings of the 
early part of Colonel Pic ton's administration, 
and of his connexion with, and services un- 



cler Sir Ralph At^rc^pmby. It serves hoyjih 
ever two very important purposes ; it prcwe^ 
first, that the acts of' Colonel Pictpn, Vhich 
have been branded as cruel, unjust, and tyran- 
nical by some interested and malevolent per- 
sons, were not only not considered so by that 
great officer, but that he had, after a secon4 
visit to the colony, aiid upon a minute inspec- 
tion of all the proceedings which had taken place 
during his absence, pronounced the highest eur 
logiam in the power of a commander in chief 
to bestow, by a warm and anxious recommeji- 
dation of Colonel Pictpn to the protection of 
the Sovereign. It proves, in the second place^ 
what is more to the particular subject of my 
statement, tliat the b^is, or superstructure, 
upon, which all the proceedings, which have 
since become subjects of public and judicial 
investigation, was laid by that illustrious offi- 
cer, aiid whateyer aberrations Colonel Picton 
Ttiight have, in foro conscientiae, thought pro- 
der to make from the usval or s:eneral forms of 
civil or criminal prpc^sses, that he was fully, 
completely, and subi^tantially bpme put by the 
advice and example, and by the lai'ge discret 
tionary po^yers and authorities given to him in 
the commission and instruptiops granted to 
Judge Nihell, which I have already laid before 
my readers. 
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t have not tftken up my pei) to exail)ni6 the 
whole of the conduct atid ptoceedingi of Govern 
|ior Pictcfn for thp s^en years during ^hith he 
had the honor of presi4ing oyer the colony; 
fior U it my intention to make any application 
of the extraordinary povj^ers \vith which he was 
^pned by the above instructions to any particur 
Jar casp : the duty whiph I have ipfiposed upoi^ 
piyself lies ^ithin ^ much narrower coinpass j 
but although I. have not considered it within 
the limits of my obligation to do this, and have 
accordingly narrowed my inyestigatioii to one 
particular poipt, yet I l^aye considered it highly 
necessary to state the gen^rql instructipns by 
which fJoloncl picton was fdirected to guidp 
Jiimself; as the most s^tisfq^ctory proof of the 
paution, the moderatiop, the wisdqm, and higl^ 
respect whiph he p^id even to the piost puncti? 
lions forms of the laws which he was directed 
to administer ; by shewing, that potwithstand* 
ing the extent of those discretionary powers, un" 
Jcno wn and unparallpled as they were in this re* 
spect, they di4 not, in tjie smallest instance, no 
not in an omission even of the most minute and 
scrupulous form, either influence his judge- 
ment, or actuate his conduct in that extraor- 
dinary case, which it now becomes my pro-, 
yince to detail to t^e publicj and whicl^ foimi 
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the leading subject of this letter ; I mean the 
Trial and Punishment of Louisa Calderon, for 

» 

the robbery of her keeper and master, Pedro 
Kuiz^ of SQOO dollars, or 450/. sterling. 
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CASE OF LOUISA CALDERON. 

It is sufficiently known to the British public, 
that in the year 1 802, during the administration 
of Lord Sidmouth, the government of the is- 
land of Trinidad was, as it is technically called, 
** put in commission," that is, in plain Ian-' 
guage, three persons were selected by His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers to fulfil the duties imposed upon 
them by that commission. I cannot better ex- 
plain the motives by which His Majesty's con- 
fidential servants seem to have been actuated 
in resolving upon what appeared to the gene- 
rahty of the public at that time a novel mea- 
sure, than by copying the words of the Right 
Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshire, then 
liord Hobart, and Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Departments, in his letter to Colonel 
Picton, dated July 9, 1902, when he first 
officially communicated to him the account of 
the determination of Ministry upon the adop- 
tion of that measure. It is as follows : 

*' The sentiments expressed in your letter 
•^ of the 14th December last, on the subject of 
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^' the future constitution of- Trinidad, are fso 
•• perfectly in unison with those entertained by 
^ His Majesty's Ministers, that you tiiay rest 
^ assured it is not intended to establish' in that 
, *• island, the form of legislature existing in the 
^ Old West Ihdid Colonies, until the situatioa 

* of it bfe such as W aiibrd a reasonablte e*-i 

* pectation, that the mfeafeute would be advan-« 
•* tageous to the real itaterest, both bf the island 
^^ itself, and the mother country. The impor- 
^* tance of this object has ftot failed to arrest 
^ thfe particular and attentive consideratibn of 
^ His Majesty's Government, and in or^er that 
^^ they may be enabled to form a ^etermmatipni 
^' Jbunded on the beH grounds of intelligth^ 

' ^ and informatidn^ that can possibly bf obtained^ 
^* ills Majesty has thought it txpedii^t to place 
V the government of the island ip comrhimon^ 
^* j^dgifigy that from the union of civil x mililary, 
^^ and naval talents c6mbintd in the persons se^ 
^* lectedfor this service^ advantages must larUfCx^ 
^* which cannot be expected frtm the labours of 
^ any one individual. The experience of yoti^ 
^* conduct from the time the island was first 
*• placed under your chargfe, has induced Hii*^ 
*' Majesty to select you as one of the persons t;<x 
^ whom this importa^nt t^ust shall b^ conA^Q^?*^ 



♦5 

It IS also sufficiently known that the person^ 
selected, were Mr. Fullarton, Colonel PjctoH 
(dien Governor, and Captain General of the 
island, and residing there in that high situation,) 
and Commodore Hood; Mr. FuUarton, who 
was named first in the commission, arrived in 
^ island, I believe^ Qn th^ 4th of January 
1803^ and Sir Samud Hood o^ tl^ ^^d of 
Fehruary following, 'P^e Commissioners yirere^ 
4e my awn hwwledge, received by Colonel fictoa 
^th every mark of respect, attent^u, und 
l^kospitality. What the particular duties^ pointed 
out to them in their detailed instnictipps from 

• 

the English government were, it is quite unne- 
cessary for me to state, but as it has been cir- 
culated with some diligence, both in thU conn- 
tiy, and in the East and West Indies, that the 
review and examination of Colonel Rcton's ad- 
ministration formed a part of those instructicms, 
I here assiert, from a copy of them now before 
jn^ that no review or examination qfhii former 
gofoernment^ formed any part whateoer oftbfttpa- 
per. Commodore Hood, I am authorized to sfa^e, 
firom conversations, wit^ him on this poin^t^ had 
no private instructions on the subject^ and whe* 
ther Mr. FuUarton received any, the public will 
\^t Jui^ge from his own declaration to Qapjtain 



46 

Shelton in Trinidad, as solemnly attested upon 
oath, by that officer. 



COPY OF CAPTAIN SHELTON'S DECLARA- 
TION. 

Port of Spain, Q,5d February, 1803. 

*• On the , evening of the 2 1 st instant, I 
** waited on Colonel FuUartbn, by desire of 
" B. General Picton, in order to learn if he had 
" made any arrangements to receive Commo- 
^* dore Hood, the third Commissioner in Coun- 
*' cil, on the next day. He immediately said, 
" I am very glad to see you, and shall em* 
*' brace this opportunity of speaking to you in 
" private.** I accordingly withdrew with him, 
** when he said as follows : 

**-You are no doubt. Sir, acquainted with 
*' the difference that subsists between General 
Picton and myself^ and I have to assure you 
it has not proceeded from any intention on 
my part, as there is not any person who has 
a higher opinion of his zealj abilities arid 
energy: to his indefatigable perseverance and 
attention, this colony is particularly indebted; 
" and so far from my depreciating, or wishing to 
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^ lessen him in the public opinion^ I kirve ta 
assure you that I hold the highest opinion^ not 
only of his abilities, but of his administration ; 
nor do I know any person possessing more 
general information, or a more decided cha- 
racter, and that I should think myself bounds 

^^ as a man of honor, to give the most ample tes^ 
timonials ; for in reality I think he has the 
strongest claims ; and so far from my disap- 
proving of his administration, I should be hap- 
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^ Py to follow it; but my misfo^^tane is, that I 
^ cannot, at a moment, derive such information 
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a^ he has acquired in an experience of six 
years in the colony. It has been said that I 
*• have coalesced with persons inimical; to him 
*^ and his government; this I absolutely deny, 
'* and I dare any man to say so. In the situa- 
** tion which I * stand, I have declared myself 
^ ready to receive all descriptions of people who 
wait on me, but not to encourage or counte* 
nance complaints intended to be made against 
General Picton; so far from it, that when I 
perceived any attempt of this nature, / have 
invariably discouraged it, remarking th^t the 
prospective, and not the retrospect, was the 
** system on which, on every occasion, I was 
^* determined to act. My receiving persons 
** hostile to General Picton, and whose princi- 
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'^ pies I dare say he justly censures^ ought not 
^^ to be attributed a3 a fault. A3 members of 
** this pomm unity J receive them; but 30 iat 
from countenancing, that I assure you they 
have felt my indifference so fully as to hava 
induced them to say that the joy they felt 
on my arrival in the colony has been tunned 
into mourning. Respecting my having satic-* 
** tioned a mulatta woman, Duval^ to, remain 
** here fpr a short time, it was not a measure 
^* intended ^n opposition to the General, but 
'* merely to allow her to settle her affairs j and 
" if there had not been a misconception ot 
** misrepresentation on the part of Mr. Wood- 
** year^ tlie General would not have attacked 

* * me in my own house, ^pd in tlie presenpe of 

* * my wife and family, }n so high and imperious 
•* a tone. I have the character of an officer 

and a gentleman to maintain, and cannot 
easily reconcile the harshness of such treat- 
ment Notwithstanding, I beg you will in- 
foim General Pictono/iwy sincere x^ish to C(h 
operate with hijn most cordially; his infor* 
mation will be of the most essential service in 

KM , 

the plans which we may adopt or pursue^ and 
his decided character mil strengthen our coun^ 
cils. I apti perfectly aware that by unanimity 
*• alone we i^al} succeed— nothing shall be 
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•* wanting on my part. I repcaty ^s before, 
*^ that t admire his abilities^ and his extensive 
** information ; and I, of course, so far from 
** censuring, or having cause to censure, any 
** part of his administration, that I shall ever 
** think it worthy of imitation, and such as we 
^' ought to follow:' 

Such was the substance of Colonel Fullarton's 
conversation, which lasted, I believe, an boui; 
reiterating his approbation and admiration of 
General Picton, and his hopes that I would 
do justice to his sentiment in my communica- 
tion. 

Robert Shelton, 

Captain 57th R^riment. 

Attested before the Priry Council. 

* 

But whether the Commissioners had, or had 
not, authority to inquire into Governor Kcton's 
administration, is very little to the purport of my 
statement ; I mention it, and the circumstances 
connected with it, chiefly with the view of ac- 
quitting, from the fullest authority (that of the 
Commissioners), the then Secretary for the 
Colonial Department, and the Administration at 

s 
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large, from any knowledge of, or participation 
in, a transaction of a very extraordinary nature, 
which 1 shall think it my duty to bring forwartl 
before I conclude this Address. — This, I trust, is ' 
a very sufficient reason for extending the limits of 
^ my paper by mentioning it 

I shall pass over entirely the public trans- 
actions which took place among the Commis- 
sioners, until the day when Mr. FuUartoi^ 
thought proper to state to the other two Com- 
missioners, and His Majesty *s Council of that 
island, the charges which he brought against 
the conduct and government of Colonel Picton : 
they were, I believe, presented to the Council the. 
24th of March, and were dated the 1 2th of the 
same nionth. The two Commissioners, Colonel 
Picton, and Commodore Hood, had dined with 
Mr. Fullarton on the 25th of February preceding; 
General Grinfield was also invited ; and I had 
the honor of being one of the party, by invitation 
from Mr. Fullarton, From the seeming attention 
and respect which Mr. Fullarton paid to Colonel 
Picton on that day, I augured a future good 
understanding. General Grhifield sailed from 
Port of Spain on the 15th or Ifith of March; 
an.d I take the date of the subsequent trans- 
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actions from a copy of the Minutes of the Coun* 
cil of that island, now before me. - 

Altt|ough not indispensable to my fanmediate 
purpose, yet for the sake of truth, and of contra- 
dicting a report which has also been circulated 
with great industry, that Commodore Sir Samuel 
Hood Joined Mr. Fullarton in his charge against 
Colonel Picton, I give, from Colonel Ketones 
letter to Lord Hobart, a copy of the Com- 
modore's address to Mr. Fullarton in Coimcili 
&n the very day when he presented the charges. 
This address was taken down by Colonel Picton, 
and printed in his letter, dated November 1 804 ; 
a copy of which was immediately transmitted to 
Sir Samuel, then on his station at Bafbadoes. 
He has been in this country for some months ; 
and although Mr. Fullarton ha& had the hardi- 
hood to assert that it was not spoken by him, 
I do now assert, Jrom authority, that such 
assertion is false. , 
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COPY of Commodore HooiTs Address to Mr^ 
Fyllartany in the Presence ofaM the Mern^ 
bers of His Me^sty^s Council of Trinidad^ 
respecting a Proclamation of the Commis^ 
sion which had not been communicated to 
him by Mr. Fvllarton. 

^' But I was never consulted respecting the 
^' proclamation; and I am sorry^Sir^ that you 
^' have so bad a memory. Do you already 
^' forget having assured me^ that the procla^ 
'' mation was torn down by General PictonPs 
'^ partizans? I am ashamed 6f you ; ashamed 
^^ to be seen in the same company. Not with 
'^ you^ General Picton — / shall be proud to 
*^ act with you on all occasions — you have 
^^ never attempted to impose upon me— you 
^ hare allowed me to see my own way. I have 
'^ never had any conversation with General 
^' Picton respecting the disagreements; but 
as for you^ Sir (turning to Mr. Fullarton)^ 
your behaviour has been such^ that nothing 
^' but the paramount obligation of His Ma^ 
'' jestifs Commission could seat us at the 
^' sam^ board. 1 shall^ however^ request to 
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^ be reUeved a^ soon as possible /rom so rfii- 
^^ agreeable a situation^ with a colleague with 
*^ whom I can have no further confidence. I 
*' was in hopes you had been occupied in car^ 
*5 ryii^g His Majesty^ s orders into effect^ by 
'^ forwarding the objects of the Commission ; 
^' but Ifind^ on, the contrary^ that every step 
^ you have taken has tended to protract them: 
^ you have^ in the most arbitrary^ indecent 
^' manner J ' taken advantage of my absence 
^ to suspend the Public Secretary^ corUrpry 
" to the opinion of the Council and of y(yur 
*' colleague^ who protested against the mea^ 
^^ sure^ and advised that the consideration 
" should be postponed until my arrival. J&i^ 
*' stead of cordially co^erating with General 
^ Picton^ you seem to have done every fhing 
^' in your power to inspire him with disgust. 
*' The general dissatisfaction which yourpro^ 
^' ceedings have given to the public bodies^ 
^ magistrates^ and respectable people of the 
^* colony^ is but too apparent. You are doing 
*' every thing you can to ruin the country ; 
^' but you shall not effect it ; xs)e will not allow 



I ask pardon of my reader for having thus di- 
gressed a little from m^ particular object ; I 
now return : 

CHARGE AGAINST COLONEL PICTON. 

I find this charge in the Minutes of Council of 
Trinidad, stated as follows : 

^* For the application of torture to extort con- 
** fession from Louisa Calderon, a girl under 
^^ Jour teen years oj age, respecting a robbery 
^^ supposed to have been committed by Carlos 
** Gonsalez against Pedro Ruiz, stated to have 
^^ been frequently employed as an agent by 
*' General Picton. The torture is stated to 
" have been applied two successive times, with 
* * such severity, that the girl fell down in ap- 
*' pearance dead, and there was no physician or 
" surgeon to assist." 

The charge thus stated includes three or four 
different crimes, which it is necessary to particu- 
larize, for reasons which shall be subsequently 
given to the reader. The jf?r^^ is, that it was 

'^ipptied to a girl under fourteen years of age ; 

. that is, to a person of that age whom the Spa- 



fiish law exempts from pumshment of this kind ^. 
The second is, that she was punished under a 
supposiiion of a robbery. The third is, an im- 
plication of Colonel Picton*s improper con- 
nexion or interference in the business, by deno- 
minating the person robbed " as an agent frc' 
^ quently employed by Colonel Picton.*^ And 
the fourth is, that the punishment was applied 
with such severity, '* that she fell down in ap- 
" pearance dead, and there was no physician 
** or surgeon to assist" 

The motives which induced Mr. Fullarton, at 
so early a period of his sojourn in the country, 
to advance a charge of this complicated nature, 
and so entirely contrary to the opinion and 
belief of his colleague Sir Samuel Hood, I have 
not taken upon myself to investigate. It is, 
howe\'er, neither unreasonable nor unfair to con- 
clude, that when, according to his own declara- 
tions, he received no instructions to examine 
into the previous government, and that when 
such an attempt was made by him, , it was 
publickly, forcibly, and with the utmost ear- 
nestness on the part of his colleague^ not only 
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^ The age of pabertj, by the Spanish law^ h twdf e« 
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deprecated, but utterly decried and discredited^ 
and his veracity at the same time in other 
concerns impeached and maintained before His. 
Majesty's Council of the island, arid where that 
impeachment was supported and sustained by 
all the Members of that Council but one ; I say, 
in these circumstances, it is neither unreasonable 
nor unfair to conclude, that Mr. Fullarton's 
motives, in taking up this business, were not the 
result of a feeling or sense of public duty, nor in 
obedience to the requisition of public instruc* 
tions. 

But if I cannot give him much credit in this 
respect, I shall not be deficient in acknow- 
ledging, that the taste, (if I may so pervert 
the real, meaning of the word) which he has 
shewn in the selection of his charge, argues 
an acuteness of discrimination, which, when 
we consider the nature of the work he medi- 
tated, proves his ability in the way of crimi- 
nation. Excellence in any line should never 
pass unnoticed. Between him who most ex- 
alts, and him who most debases his nature, 
there is but the moral difference of right and 
of wrong. The wicked ingenuity of the act 
by which that difference is contrasted may still 
be a subject of admiration, and the man may 
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be handed down to posterity an olgect of uni- 
versal horror and ekecration, while the record 
of his villainy yet remains a black, but extra- 
ordinary instance of perverted talents, and dis- 
torted genius. Mr. Fullarton knew the temper 
of the happy country from which he canle ; 
he participated in accusations which not long 
since had hunted down, by a hue and ciy of 
unpopularity, the reputation and fortune of a 
man, whom the highest and most honored 
branch of the legislature at length pronounced 
innocent and guiltless. He well knew the feel- 
ings of the people of England, and ^lath what 
facility 'and success every impostor before him 
had roused those feelings, which, according to 
their direction, cast so much honor or so much 
disgrace on the national character. Happy, 
too happy, I conclude, did he feel himself^ when 
he was able, with an air of great philanthropy 
and plausibility, to offer to the public anew vic- 
tim for popular indignation. Religion had lost 
its hypocritical cowl — Mahomet had long since 
monopolized all this trade. Patriotism had ex- 
pended its masks — Wilkes is no more — the 
French Revolution is passed, and the civil and 
political liberty of England, disjointed by the 
shock, wanted the cement and fiery infusion of 
an inhabitant of a new and tropical region to 
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suppdrt its weakness, and to renew its Expiring 
strength. Louisa Calderon was to be brought 
from another world, and an hypocritical mulati 
prostitute, a self-convicted robber, introduced 
into Westminster Hall, and associated with 
Hampden, and with Sydney, to the edification 
and instruction of the present and succeeding 
generations.— Why, alas ! should this noble, 
generous, and high-minded feeling, the pecu- 
liar boast and glory of the English nation, be 
perverted to the basest and most degrading pur- 
poses ? Why should every moiiniebank in po- 
litics, every bankrupt in fortune and m honor, 
be capable of leading this charitable and mag- 
nanimous people astray, and of turning their 
feeling hearts and reflecting minds to the fur- 
therance of their own base and wicked designs ? 
That this has actually been the case in the business 
of Mademoiselle Calderon, I have no difficulty in 
saying that I shall be able most satisfactorily to 
prove ; I feel quite confident in asserting, tliat 
1 shall in this letter place beyond all doubt or 
contradiction, that so far from any violation 
being offered to the laws which Colonel Picton 
was directed to administer, so far from any ty- 
ranny, oppression, or ill treatment being exercised 
against Mademoiselle Calderon, the most minute 
and scrupulous observance of the most minute 
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and scnipulofus forms of that law was rigidly 
adhered to throughout ; that in every connexion 
and relation in winch it can be viewed, it will 
be pronounced according to the laws of the 
tribunal under which she was bom, and tinder 
which the habits of her mind and feelings took, 
their rise, a fair, impartial, just, and honora- 
ble trial 

I shall first state who and what the parties 
concerned in this robbery were. 

Pedro Ruiz was a laborious^ industrious Spa- 
niard, who by economy, and indefatigable at- 
tention to little savings, had accumulated, (as 
many of my most respected countrymen have 
done) a sum of money to the amount of 450/. 
sterling, by which he extended his dealings and 
increased his stock. He sold tobacco at his 
shop, and dealt in mules and other cattle. For 
this last article of his trade. Colonel Picton, who 
was himself a planter, and hereby gave the most 
unequivocal proofs of his desire, and of his in- 
terest to uphold the laws, (which are the only 
basis of order and of peace in any society of hu- 
man beings) had some dealings with Pedro 
Ruiz ; and as the third part of the charge (vide 
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pagfe 54.) which I have already stated, not 
obscurely alludes to this conaexion, I give in 
the annexed note the declaration on oath of 
Pedro Ruiz b^ore the court holden at Port of 
Spain, his Excellency the Lieutenant Go^er^ 
nor being present i* on this nefarious allusion* 
Pedro had been shopman to a merchant or shop- 
keeper of the name of Salazar, and to another 
merchant and shopkeeper of the name of Sanda, 
both of whose services he quitted by his own 
desire, and with a good character. Concu- 
binage is a vice common and general in all parts 
of the West India islands, and after Pedro be- 
came a housekeeper, he took Louisa Calderon, 
(of whom it may be quite sufficient to say that 
she was the daughter of a woman of the same 
class and color) as his concubine and house- 
keeper. She had lived with him according to 
her own declaration on oath at the time of the 
robbery, " between two years and an half and three 



* Examined by Mr. Hayes. 

Q. Was there at that time any account standing between 
jou and General Picton ? A. Before and after I had seve- 
ral accounts for mules and cattlcy but I was paid immediately. 
Q. Was there no money due to you by General Picton at 
the time ot making the report of the robbery of 2000 dollars ? 
A^ No. 
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** ytarsr At this period, which was the 7tii 
December 1801, the rqbbery was committed. 
In order to give my reader a general outline and 
view of the transaction, I annex an extract from 
the declaration on oath, before the chief Magis- 
trate, Mr. Begorrat, the Alcalde in ordinary, 
who conducted the law process against her, as 
taken from the minutes of Council in which it 
was by order registered. 



DECLARATION of the Homrahle Hilariot 
Begorrat to the Commissioners and Council^ 
on Wednesday Qlh April 1803, relating to 
the Insinuations thrcfwn out by Colonel FtU^ 
larton^ on the 24:th March 1 803, respect'- 
ing the use of the Torture. 



*^ GENTLEMEN, 



*^ In consequence of the permission granted 
** to me by this Honorable Board of Council, 
^* to enter upon the minutes my answer to the 
*' insinuation thrown out by Colonel FuUarton, 
*^ respecting my conduct in the prosecution of 
*' Louisa CalderOn, I now make a relation of 
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'' every thing that ha^ passed in that transao 
** tion on oath^ 
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** I will relate the nature of the rack or tor- 
* * tare directed by our laws, the circumstances 
'* under which it is to be applied, and the ob- ' 
*^ jects on which it is proper to inflict it ; by 
which means you will^be able yourselves to 
form a judgement, whether the application of 
this species of torture, the pickety on two 
different days inflicted on Louisa Calderon, 
was any thing like the severity meant by this 
law. You Mrill undoubtedly reflect, gentle- 
men, that in a process like this,, as in many 
*^ others, and in a country where French and* 
*^ English inhabitants are obliged to adipinister 
the laws, written in a language difierentfrom 
their own, there may be some deficiencies; 
and I will observe to you, gentlemen, that 
the same laws direct the Judges in their sen- 
tence, to take into their consideration only 
the justice and real intention of the cause, 
and not to stand themselves to any defect ' 
of formality, which may have been omit- 
ted. Vide Recopilacion de Castilla — ^Tomo 
primo, Libro quarto. Tit. 17. Ley. 10^ 
*' fo. 603. 
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*^ At the Tnoment of a confusion occasioned 
•* by a meeting of some of the inhabitants at 
*^ Warton's Tavern, in the latter^ end of the 
*^ year 1801, a meeting which gave infinite 
** trouble to the tribunal at which I presided as 
*^ Alcalde of the first election taking a number 
of depositions,- five or six robberies or bur- 
glaries were committed in eight or ten days 
in the town of Port of Spain ; among 'which 
Pedro Ruiz was robbed of a sum of money 
(near 2000 dollars or above 400/. sterling,) 
which Avas nearly his all. This burglary was 
* ' committed a little after sun-set ; Pedro Ruiz 
** was from home; he had sent his negroes to 
*^ St. Joseph's on his business ; Louisa Calderon, 
^^ a woman with whom he cohabited, was iu 
'^ the house at the moment the robbery was 
committed. The witnesses and neighbours 
depose, that they saw Carlos Gonzales ^peak 
to Louisa Calderon at the street door, (this 
house has two entrances) then go round to 
the back door, next the sea, and enter the 
house by a narrow passage, just before the 
robbery was connnitted. Louisa Calderon 
went immediately afterwards to her mother's, 
*^ and Pedro Ruiz went home : he went to his 
*' chamber, where he found his trunk at the 
*^ door^'with the lock broken and his money 
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^* gone. Louisa rcturacd at the noise of the 
** robbery, appeared "astonished, and declared 
" she was ignorant of any person having gone 
*Mn or out of the house and of the rob- 
*^ bery. 

** Governor Picton, on the application of 
" Pedro, went to the spot where the robbery 
** was committed, nearly opposite to Govern- 
*' ment House, and ordered Louisa Calderon to 
** prison. Carlos Gonzales shewed the greatest 
** uneasiness- when the robbery was discovered, 
*' walked with great agitation here and there, 
** and from street to street ; he then returned to 
** the house, lamenting the loss hik friend Pedro 
" had sustained. The day after, I received 
*' orders from Governor Picton to prosecute 
** this robbery; the same day, and the following 
" days, I took the depositions of the witnesses, 
** which implicated Carlos, and I had him 
*^ immediately apprehended; a4; the same time 
** I sent for Louisa Calderon to jail to take 
*' her declaration extrajudicially in my own 
" office, in presence of the Escri\i^no Castro. 
" This I did in order to prevent the expenses of 
** the law, and to shorten the process. She 
** denied, the whole of the charge, and attested 
* * that she never had~any intrigue with Carlos* 
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f^ Carlos was called upon tx> give his diedamtiofi^ 
** in the same manner, extrajudicially, in my own' 
'f office, in the presence of the Escrivano Castro. 
'^ He also denied every thing laid to his charge, 
denying also his having gone into the house 
by the narrow passage near the sea side, 
*' although the witnesses had sworn to it; 
denying also that he ever had any intrigue 
with Louisa Calderon. Two days after, 
*' she was brought from gaol to my office, 
" to be again examined extrajudicially in pre- 
sence of the £scrivano : she then thought pro- 
per to confess, making use of this expression, 
* Now, J udge, I will tell you every thing.* 
She then confessed, that it was very true 
'^ she bad for some time past a love intrigue 
** with Carlos Gonzales ; that being alone in 
** the house that day, he had solicited a meeting 
^* with her, and tliat he came into the chamber 
" of Pedro Ruiz by the back door next the sea 
" side, through the narrow passage, at the' time 
mentioned by the witnesses ; and having gra- 
tified his wishes, he went away. She ob- 
served, that for her part she had not stolen 
the money, but would say nothing further. 
Immediately afterwards I had Carlos brought 
from gaol, and confronted with Louisa, in 
presence of the £scrivano and the gaoler, '}xi 
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*^ my office ; the depositions of the witnesses 
** were related to Carlos, and the foregoing 
"** circumstances repeated in his presence hjf 
*^ Louisa* His countenance and figure instantly . 
" manifested the greatest confusion and embar- 
^* rassment He then confessed, that he had 
" for some time a love intrigue with Louisa j 
" and that it was true, that about the time 
" of the robbery he had gone into the chamber, 
" after having spoken to Louisa at the street 
door, by the back part of the house near the 
sea; and after having received her favor, 
went away ; declaring, that he had not 
broken open the trunk, nor touched the 
money ; and that bashfulness had prevented 
his acknowledging the imtrigue when first 
'* examined. 

** The confessions of the accuse^ the de- 
•' positions of the witnesses, particularly of 
•* one of them, a man bed-ridden in a chamber 
* ^ adjoining to that where the trunk was broken 
'^ open, and who declared, that as he lay in hii 
** bed he saw Carlos pass by ike narrow passage^ 
^^ and immediately afterwards heard the lock of 
'^ a trunk broken, and then saw Carlos go out. 
** under cover of the coening, at the time men- 
^^ tioned by the witnesses and the accused. 
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^^ These circumstaiices form the substalice of 
^ ' the aifjiir. I immediately related all the dr- 
" cuiristanc^ to Governor Picton, and told 
** him that it appeared very clear that the 
accused wete actually the perpetrators of 
the tobbery; but it was impossible to £nd 
** what they had done with the money .'^ 

" I must observe to you gentlemen, that this is 
** the only instance, in which the torture has been 
" applied by me during the whole time of my Al- 
** caldeship, where under the immediate sanction 
** of the superior tribunal, I have been under the 
** painful necessity of condemning persons to 
•* deaths to the pillory, and to be whipped; and 
' * that my natural feelings and sensibility have 
^* evinced on these occasions, an emotion full as 
*' strong as those whidi the Colonel has mani- 
" fested, in the lamentable recital of those me- 
** lancholy scenes, could 1 imagine that diese 
*' Inquisitorial Researches had for their end the 
'* pure principles of philanthrbphy and hurnam* ^^ 
'' ty.- 

I have inserted in Appendix No. L the or<fcr 
of the whole of the law Process carried on by 
the Alcaldes in ordinary, or Magistrates, fix>m 
the commencement of Louisa Calderon's im- 
prisonment; by order of the Governor, on the 
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'7th day of December, 1801, to the day of her 
liberation, on the 17 th of August, 1802: I 
have placed it in the Appendix, in order to keep 
unbroken the line of my arrangement, and I 
iequest my reader to turn to it, and look it over : 
he will then be fully capable of following me 
through the order which I shall observe in 
the following narrative, and to determine with 
satisfaction another point, which has been tri- 
umphantly pressed upon as a substantial proof 
of the tyranny and oppression shewn by Colonel 
Picton to this unhappy culprit— I mean, the 
long period in which she was confined in gaol : 
the different months in which the processes 
were executed are marked in the margin; so 
that by simply carrying his eye throughout, he 
will at one view be fully master of this point. 

The greater part of the following account of 
the Process carried on against Louisa Calderou 
has continued reference to a source of authority^ 
•beyond all question or doubt ; it is to the pro- 
ceeding of an inquiry held as the title expresses 
it, and as it is mentioned in the Appendix, 
*' At a Court holden at the Council Chamber,, 
** in Government House, Port of Spain, in the 
•* Island of Trinidad, on Thursday, the 22d 
** day of November, in the forty-fifth year of 
•** the reign of our Sovereign Lord George 
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. the Third, by the Grace <£ GbA of tie 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, King, Defender of the Faith, and in 
the Year of our Lord One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Four, before his Excellency 
Thomas Hislop, Esq. Brigadier-General of 
His Majesty's Service, and laeuteriant-Go- 
vernor commanding in. Chief of the said 
Island of Trinidad ; by virtue of certain Writs 
of Mandamus issued out of his said Majesty's 
Court of King's Bench at Westminster, for 
the Examination of Witnesses, and for the 
receiving other Proofs, concerning the Mat- 
ters charged in a certain Indictment found 
in His Majesty's Court of King's Beych 
against Tliomas Picton, Esq. on the Prosecu- 
tion of His Majesty, on the Behalf of Louisa 
Calderon. 

" Present, 
" His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor.** 

To this authority I shall have occasion con- 
stantly to refer ; and to save my reader's time 
and trouble, I shall apprize him, that wherever I 
make use of the words, " Proceedings on Oath 
^* before said Court," they relate to the de- 
positions sworn to before the Court so de- 
iscribed. 

Mr, Begorrat's declaration concluded at that 
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point of Louisa Calderou's proce3s where she 
confessed) in her extrajudicial* examinations, 
that Carlos Gpn?ale3 had had conhexipn wid| 
her> that she had admitted him to tl^e hojusi^ at 
the very tjbaiie of the robhery, b.ut would ponfess 
nothing moTje. I shall nov state, frojp the prpr 
ceedingis on -oath before the Cpyrt, the sources 
pf Mr. 3cgprrai*s opinion of Louisa Galderorfs 
guilt, and tji? re;aLSons which induced him to re- 
commend the punishment pf picket |to be dec.reed 
by t}}^ supf ripjT tribunal, or Governor. 

Mr. Bj^gorrat interrogated fm Oqihbpfpre the 

said Court. 

f * Q. Yqu say that the suspicipi^s yeire very 
^.^ strong a^nst Louisa Caldero|i ; explain to thp 
" Court what tl^ose suspicions ^yere to which yqj^ 
" allude, as far as you can repollect. 

^* A. When I began the proceedings, according 
" to the order of the General, I found that the 
" declarations of ^11 the witnesses proved the 
'* greatest connexion between Louisa Calderon 
" and Carlos Gonzales ; that Louisa, palderon, 
f* by the declaration of the witnesses, appear$ 
** to have introduced Caflos Gonzales ipto the nar* 
" row passage in the yery instant mentioned by 

''^ Extrajudicial^ not taken formally when upon the 
Bench, and used as Mr. BegonrAt says, to prevent ex« 
Dense^ and to produce dispatch. 









^' the witnesses of the robbery being committed, 
^^ and from the passage into the chamber of Pedro 
Ruiz ; that Louisa Calderon, in her first extra- 
judicial declaration before me and theEscrivano 
^ Castro, taken upon oath, denied any communi- 
^' cationorcamal intercourse whateverwithCarlos 
^^ Gonzales r that by her second extrajudicial 
^ declaration, taken upon oath before the said 
'^ Castro and me, s}ie then confessed to have 
*' introduced Qarlos Gonzales through the passage 
immediately into the chamber of Pedro Ruiz, 
when she yielded to all the wishes of Carlos 
^ Gonzales, and then retired from the chamber, 
♦* but that she did not know where the money 
** was ; that Carlos Gonzales, in his first extra- 
^' judicial declaration, taken upon oath before me 
^' and the Escrivano Castro, denied to have had 
'' any communication or intercourse with Louisa 
^* Calderon whatever ; that the said Carlos Gon- 
^^ ssales, in his second extrajudicial declaration on 
^* oath before me and Castro, and before Louisa 
^' and all the witnesses^ falling upon his kneest 
*' confessed that he had effectually introduced 
** himself tjirough the passage into the chamber 
^^ of Pedro liuiz, with the assiistance of Louisa, 
^^ where he had carnal connex^ui with Louisa 
** Calderon, as confessed by her; and that the same 
♦* intercourse had commenced four months before; 
<' and that if he had denied, in bis first extra*' 



" judicial declarktion, to have introduced himself 
'* by the passage into the chamber of Pedro Ruii:, 
" with the assistance of Louisa, and also his catnal 
** connexion with her, it was from shame, because 
^* he \vas a married man; that the perjury of both 
^* of the accused, the depositions of the witnesses 
** against them, and particularly the deposition 
*' ofoneof the witnesses, who wds paralytic, li/irig 
*^ in the bed distant from the chamber of Pedro 
*f Ru%% about eight or nine paces, stating^ • thht 
** -in an instant after the introduction of Carlos 
*' into the passage, he heard the opening of the 
^* wicket, and in a moment afterwards, the mile 
^ of breaking open of a trunk or box. All those 
' '^^ circumstances, and the great obstinacy of 
^* both the accused, to say any thing about the 
^' money, was the motive of my official comr 
" munication to the superior tribunal, respect-- 
^* ing the picketing of Louisa Calderon." 

This deposition my reader must, I am certain, 
deem conclusive as to the point which it was ad* 
duced to prove, viz. That the Magistrate had 
(sufficient reasons for grounding his suspicions of 
the gxiilt of Louisa Calderon, and of her being 
^n accessary in the robbery of Pedro Ruiz her 
keeper, I am therefore now to prove, that 
Mr. Begorrat was sufficiently authorized in pro* 
posing the inflictioii of that punish^ient, which 
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he recommended to tjhe Governor in tfie fcrflow- 
ing official act, \yhich he transmitted by the 
Escrivimo Castro to Colonel Picton as the supe« 
nor tribunal, ' 



Qffkial Cimmwx^^ Aleaideqfthe 

first Eiectfon. 

• • - - 

"In consequence of the strong suspicions his 

^ Honor entertains of the mulata Louisa Calde* 

" ron, a doiftestic of Pedro Ruiz, concealing 

•* the truth relative to the aforesaid robbery ex- 

^ pressed in these proceedings, and his Honor 

^* being persuaded that she will discover the 

*^ truth of the matter, by means of a slight tor- 

•* ment being inflicted on the said Calderon, and 

•* whereas his Honor is not invested with power 

••* to execute the same, his Excellency the Go^ 

^* vemor and Captain General of this island 

^* must be made acquainted hereof, with the 

^* summary of this process by virtue of this do- 

" cument, to the intent, that his Excellency 

** may determine, as may appear to him justice, 

♦' The usual and requisite forms to be adopted 

** and observed by the notary in this cause* 

** And in pursuance hereof, his Honor thus de* 

** creed and ordered, and he signed hereto, 

^* which I, the underwritten Notary, attest this 
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^* day, the twenty-second day of the aforesaid 
^ month and yeai% 

^ Before me, ** FaANCisco de Castro/* 
(Signed) ^* BEooEaAT.^' 

Whereupon the said notary J)roceeded to 
the tribm[ial of the said Governor and Gaptam 
General of the island, and the usual forms 
having been observed, I make known to his 
!^xpellency, the aforesaid act, as also the sum- 
mary \n copfprmity us dpcrped, which I at- 
test, 

(Sigped) (Pastho. 

And the said Notary, Castro, being asked by 
his Excellency, the Governor, in what maimer 
he should give or word the sentence whjch was 
applied for to him by his Honor th^ Judg^ of 
first appointjnentj he, the said Castro, dictated 
the form and words of the sentence or punish- 
ment as requested according to law, which waa 
^s follows, 

^^ Appliquez la question a L<ouisa Calderon,'* 

which, translated into English, is, apply the 

question, or torment, or torture, to Louisa Cat- 

deron. 

(Signed,) <^ Thomas Pictqn/' 



f^ His P3s;cett^ncy the Goyernpr and C^ptai^ 
*/ Geperal of the island of Trinida4 %\m or- 
/' dered, and he signed the saine on the SSd of 
*^ Pecemjber, J8P1. 

^^ Francisco de Castrq.'' 

^^ I transmitted these proceedings to the Court 
'* of the Judffe of first appointment. 

(Signed) ^* ^a3TRjo/' 

I have said^ that I should proye that the 
Magistrate was fully supported and authorized 
by law to propose this recommendation, and 
to carry it into execution, when signed ]by thg 
superior tribunal 

Let us however, previous to this exposilHoB, 
t^ke a rapid review of the state of the criminal 
iurjspruplence in Trinidad, previous to the con- 
quest ; I mjean at that peaiod when it is said by 
its oJde§t jphabitarits, that the laws had been ad- 
ministered with x\\e greatest vigor; for at the 
period of t}ie conquest, and for some years be- 
fore, even Judgp NihpU himself, as I shall state 
Jiereafter, ackijoAj'lcdges, that there was neither 
Jaw or order. Thi? review will occupy lj4t 
yery ^hort time. 
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Qfta(ifications and Power of Alcaldes, 

4 

\ 
t 

The most correct information on this subject, 
is certainly to be had from the Alcaldes and the 
^Escrivano. We shall begin -^iXh Judge Nihelly 
on oath before the Court 

" Q. How long have you resided hi the co- 
">ny? 

. " A. Between nineteen and twenty years. 
; " Q. Was you an officer of justice at the time 
** of the conquest? 

" J. I was Alcalde of the first election. 

" Q. If the crimes of robbery, murder, and 
'^ rape, had been committed with impunity 

» 

" bfefore the conquest, would you not have been 
" the person most likely to have heard of them, 
** and would you not, by virtue of your office, 
" have prosecuted them for these offijnces? 

" A. I certainly should have heard of them, 
*^ but I was not the person most likely to hear 
" them, for these criminal cases were in general 
" tried before the Auditor in the Governor's tri- 
" bunal, criminal cases were generally tried before 
^' the Governor and Auditor; and although the 
*^ Alcaldes were competent to- take cognizance of 
" criminal causes, I never heard of any criminal 
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" cause being carried before them during tbe 
•* Spanish time.* 

*'Q. From your knowledge of General Cha- 
" cone, then at the head of the Government, do 
** you believe that he would have permitted a man 
" charged with crimes, such as before stated, to 
*^ have remained in the island without trial, and 
" in case of conviction, would he not have ordered 
" punishment? 

" A. 1 certainly found from my knowledge of 
" Governor Chacone, and believed him utterly 
" incapable of any injustice; zveall kneiv that Ac 
" could not have ordered puiiishment without the 
" approbation of the audience of Caraccasj but as 
" far as in him lay^ he certainly would have or- 
" dered the execution, and would not have dared 
" to act otherwise." 

Here we have the assertion on oath, of the 
man who filled these offices at the very time of 
the conquest, and had been a resident in it fo^ 
near thirteen years preceding, 1st, That he ne- 
ver heard of a criminal case carried before the 
Alcaldes in the Spanish time, although they were 



* I ha?e inquired into this seeming anomaly, and I find 
that it was owing entirely to the rapacity of the Assessor' 
who, on account of the fees arising from the causes, wished 
Xq haye them tried and decided in that tribunal. It has besn 
before said that th^ tiibiinals were coequal in authority. 
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Cdltipctefit to try th6tn ; 2dly, Hiattlfe Goitif^ 
iior and Auditor, " sitting as Assessor^^ matiage^ 
all these criminal cases; and 3dty, ** That the Spa- 
" nbh Governor, every body kflew, could not ot- 
^ der punishment without the approbation of the 
^ audience of Caraccds.'^ This fully proves the 
state and practice of the Spanish laws in Trini- 
dad, at the time of the arrival of Sir Ralph 
Abercrdmby, in 1797* 

I have before stated that .the first step of Sir 
Ralph was, to supersede and send out of the 
country the Auditor and Assessor of the former 
government, for his crimes and misdemeanors; 
and that the second \Vas to appoint the said Mn 
Klhell to the situation of Chief Judge of the 
island. (Vide instructions, page 22.) He did 
no^ however, interfere with the Alcaldes; who, 
as Mr. Nihell has deposed, were competent to 
try criminal cases; and notwithstanding, he says 
at the latter end of the second paragraph, of the 
instructions to Judge Nihell, ** You are ordered to 
^ proceed in all cases, whether civi| or criminal, 
^without any assessor^ althoughit may be contrary 
•* to the form and spirit of Spanish law. " I say, not^ 
withstandipg this power which lie was to exercis^ 
'* according to the dictates of his conscience^ and 
" conformably to the instructions he should receht 
^* from Lieutenant Colonel Picton^ althoughit 
" should be contrary to the usual practice oft he Spa* 
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*• nish Gweminentf '* yet I do not find that he did 
act as a criminal Judge. The Alcaldes were there- 
fore the acting practical criminal Judges^ and it 
is to them, and to their opinions of the letter and 
spirit of that criminal law, that we are to have 
recourse, as the surest authority for its practice 
at the period mentioned. Now the question is, 
what was the situation of an Alcalde of the fitst 
and second election, and what were their 
powers. 

We shall take their own depositions on oath : 
but first let us see what the chief, or, as I before 
called him, vital legal officer, left in the island 
after the conquest, says on this subject 

The Escrivano Castroy an Oath^ 

*' Q. How long have you practised as an I^s- 
** crivano ? 

^* A. More than eighteen years. 
^ *' Q. Is an Alcalde, such as Mr. Begorrat was 
*' on the trial of Louisa Calderon, obliged to be 
" graduated as an advocate, before he coiild exer* 
*' cise that function or office? 

" A. No Alcalde in this country has eyer been 
" obliged to be graduated as an advocate. 

" Q. Are the Alcaldes of the first and second 
v< election now in office, graduated as advocates ? 



.«A. No. 

/* Q. Is it not an elective office, and by whom^ 

'* A, Elective by the Cabildoj and to be con* 
" firmed by l\is Excellency, 

" Q. Have not these officers been generally 
** planters, or persons living in society without 
'Vbeing versed or skilled in the Spanish laws ? 

♦* A. Always. 

** Q. Can, an Alcalde, when elected, refuse 
" the office ? 

"A. Yes, subject to a fine. 

" Q- What was Mr. Begorraf s employment 
^ " before he was Judge ? 

** A. A planter. 

** Q. Was he ever graduated as an advocate? 

" A. No. 

" Q. Was there in this island^ at the time of 
^^ Louisa Colder oris trials any graduated advocate 
" with whom Mr. Begorrat^ as Alcalde^ could 
" consult or advise ? 

" A. There was none. 

" Q. What do you call such a Judge as Mr. 
" Begorrat was, according to the Spanish law ? 
, " A, Alcalde in ordinary, of the first election. 

" Q. Is there no designation of a Judge, ngt 
^ graduated^ in the Spanish law ? 

" A. Yes, lego. 

" Q. Is not the Escrivano of a Judge Lego, 
** Assessor to himf ., . 
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A. When the Judge requires it' 
Q. Was it of the competence of the Alcalde^ 
Mr. Begorrat, and of his tribunal, to apply the 
^ question or torture, to such a crime as that with 
^' which Louisa Calderon was charged and com- 
"mitted? 

« 

A. Not by himself alone, but with the autho- 
rity of the Government 

Q. Was the application of the picket to Louisa 
Calderon, originally suggested by the defendant 
" the Governor, or by the Alcalde Mr. Begor- 
«iat? 

"A. By the latter.** 

I have now stated the opinions of the Escri- 
vano, on the qualities and duties of an Alcalde 
of the first and second election. I have called 
him a chief legal officer, because he has deposed 
that he may act as an Assessor to the Judge Lego^ 
when the Judge requires it, and in his answer 
to Mr. Hayes's • question, page 28 in the re- 
turn to mandamus, who asked him, '^ you 
*' have said that all the Judge's of the Spanish ' 

law here, are Jego, and that in such cases the 

Escrivano is the Assessor when required : on 

** what do you found such opinion?" A. "On 






* Omnsellar to Mr. FuUarton, and st) led^ << Barrister 
^ at Law,*' in tiie return to mandamus. 
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" the practical laws explained in the Spanish 

* * • 

** lawbooks.'* 

t shaU now have recourse to tlie Alcaldes 
thenijselvd^s^ and shall begin with Mr. Begorrat, 
interrogated on oath before the court. 

" Q. Were you the Judge on the business of 
*^ Louisa Galderon, or were you acting by spe* 
" cial commission from General Picton? 

" A. The Judg-e who received the first com- 
" plaint was General Picton, and he committed 
" Louisa Calderon to jail the 7th of December, 
" 1801, and, I believe, on the 9th of December, 
" I receivefl orders from General Picton, as Al- 
" calde of the first election, to prosecute the 
"complaint,? which I did to the 31st, on which 
"day my Alcaldeship expired, which makes 
" twenty-two days attending to the businesi. 

" Q. Are you a graduated and qualified advo^ 
" cate under the Spanish laws? 

"A. No- 

" Q. As not being graduated, how cameyou 
" to take the office of Judge ? 

^^ A, To undertake the office of Alcalde in or- 
" dinary, it is. not necessary to be a graduated 
" advocate, nor to know how to write, or to read; 
" when any member of the community is elected 
" to sUch office, he is obliged to accept it, and if 
" he does not accept it, he is by law subject to » 
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^^ penalty, and rendered unable to fiQ any public 
*^ charge, and on that account not responsible for 
"any defect or informality in the proceedings. 

" Q, As specially delegated to take charge of 
" the cause of Louisa Calderon, was. it with your 
" sanction that she was put on the picket ? 

" A. As Alcalde in ordinary of the first election, 
" I had not sufficient authority to administer the 
*^ picket to Louisa Calderon without an Assessor, 
" who ought to be a graduated advocate, and as 
" there was not suclj to be found in the island, I 
was obliged, according to the law in such cases, 
to consult with the superior tribunal ; I ordered 
" the Escrivano Castro to pass to the superior 
" tribunal the declarations and confessions of the 
" accused Louisa Calderon and Carlos Gonzales, 
" observing, at the same time, that suspicions 
were very strong against Louisa Calderon and 
Carlos Gonzales, and I thought her being put 
on the picket for a short time would make her 
" confess. 

" Q. Had there been a graduated advocate pre- 
" sent, would not the appeal to General Picton 
"have been unnecessary ? 

^* A. I would have been obliged to have gone 
" through the business with the Assessor 'till the 
" definitive sentence, buti should have been un- 
" able to put the sentence in execution without 

G 2 
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^' the authcHity and coufinnation of the superior 
" tnbunaL 

" Q. Were you ever warned by Castro of the 
** formality of letting five days pass after the 
" decree, and before the execution of it ? 

"A. No : and if he had done so, I have always 
^* shewn too much respect for the law not to have 
" allowed it ; but I knew Castro, as Escrivano^ 
" was obliged to advise me of all the formalities of 
" the laws as a Judge Lego ahd Imperito ; but 
" as far as lean understand tketau\ I found in the 
** author Bobadellia, that being authorised by the 
" superior tribunaly in such cases I could adminis- 
* fer the torture zvithoui any kind of communica^ 
" tion to the accused. 

" Q. Was the picjcet ordered to Louisa Cal- 
" deron a Spanish mode of punishment, or were 
" you at liberty, as a Spanish Judge, to apply the 
" mode of torture as you thought most advisable ? 

" A. The modes of torture are not absolutely 
" defined by the Spanish law ; it is left to the 
** discretion of the Judge, and recommended by 
" the law to the Judges, to administer torture 
. " according to the constitution and strength of 
" the accused ; and as I did not consider the 
" picket in the jail but as ^a very slight torture lu 
" comparison to torture used in Spain;^ I 9rdered 
" it in preference to Louisa. 
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** Q. You say that the mode of torture is dis- 
** cretionaiy in the Judge ; did you collect that 
^ from the instruction of other persons, or from 
" the Spanish law books of authority ? 

*^ A. There being no Spanish lawyer of authority 
^ in the country j I resorted to the different law 
'* books which I could procure on the subject.^ 

To illustrate further the power of the Al^ 
caldes, I shall insert IMr. Begorrat's answer to a 
question put by the Court : 

** Q. You observed, in the first part of your 
** evidence, that the picket was in the first in- 
** stance administered to Louisa Calderon by the 

* * authority of General Picton, all the power of 

* * the supreme tribunal being vested in him, did 

* * the second application of the picket take place 
'* alike from the orders of General Picton, or did 
^^ you, as Judge in the cause, direct it to be admi* 

* ^ nistered ? 

** A. WhOT a Judge receives authority to ad- 
^* minister the torture to a criminal, it is done in 
*^ order to discover the truth ; the torture can only 
*^ be administered during one hour at one time, 
^ * but may be repeated twenty-four hours after- 
^* wards j / had therefore no necessity to mak^ a 



^^ second application to the supcfwr inoumUfor 
** that purpose. 

'* Q, Previous to the capture of theisUtid by 
^ ^ the English, was there not an appeal from th6 
** decisions of the Alcaldes in ordinary to the 
** Governor in Council, or to himself as the chief 

* * magistrate of the island ? 

"A. No. 

* ^ Q. To whom was such an appeal ? 

'* A. To the royal Audience of Caraccas, or 
^* the superior tribunal. 

*^ Q. Was there not an intermediate tribunal 
'* of appeal at Cumana, n^or any other inferior 

* * tribunal there ? 

"A- No." 

I shall state the opinion of Mr. Farfan, a 
gentleman wHo was Alcalde of the first election^ 
and who knew the island from his birth. 

Mr. Farfan^ on Oath. 

" Q. Are you a graduated advocate? 
" A- No. 

*S Q. How came you to accept the office of 
*' First Alcalde ? 

^ ^ Ai Because it is dot necessary to be a gra* 
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. ^ daated advocate to accept the office and be* 
cause, when elected, a fine is imposed on ref\isal, 
and many other disabilities. 

Q. Not being a graduated advocate, why 
did you not call on one to be your Assessor ? 
'^ A. Because there was none in the island after 

*^ the departure of Don Juan Jurado, who. went 
offVtit island according to the orders left by 
General Sir Ralph Abercromby soon afi:er the 
oonquest. 7 Mnk that order is to be found 

^ among the instructions left with Mr. John Ni- 
hell^ who was directed to act according to his 
conscience^ without the aid of a lawyer, and that 
sentences giyeh without the aid of a lawyer 
were to be equally valid. 

Q. Do ytou concdve the instructions left by 

^' Sir Ralph Abercromby to Judge Nihell binding 

^ on you and on all succeeding Alcaldes ? 
"A. Certainly. 
'^ Q. Was the crime of Louisa Calderon of 

*^ such a nature as to legally authorise the ap- 

'' plication of such torture to her ? 
'* A. Yes/' 
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l" Mr.St*0, on Oath, 

" Q. How long have you been resident in this 
^' Colony ? 

<* A, Twenty-eight years and upwards. 

" Q. Had' you any public employment during 
*^ the Spanish government ? 

" A. I was Regidor in 1 784 and in 1787 ; I was 
^^ also Alcalde de Barrio the two following years^ 
^* and commandant of the quarter of I^ Brea 
^- afterwp.rds, 

*' Q. Had yoii any public employments after 
^^ the conquest of the isl^,nd, and wh^^twere they? 

' *^ A» I Wa3 1^ member of a qpipmitt^e of seven 
^' inhabit^ts, whiph was estabh'shed here for the 
*^ judging negroes acpused pf poisgnipg ; J believe 

" it was in the year 1 800. I was Alcalde, in or- 

■ 

^* dinary, plected by the cabildo in the yjear 1 802 : 
*^ I was re-elected in 1 803- I anji ixot now in 
^^ any public employment, 

^^ Q. Are you a graduated advocate ? 

"A. No. 

^^ Q. How came you to accept the employ* 
^^ ment of Alcalde, without being a ^graduated 
^* advocate ? 

^^ A. Because planters 4re nominated to the ^i« 
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** tuation urithout being a graduated advocate, 
** and obliged to accept it under penalties and 
" incapacities. 

" Q. In the several criminal and civil suite 
" which you have decided as Alcalde, did you 
"ever call in a graduated assessor ? 

'* A. It was impossible, there being none.** 

Such are the depositions of the Escrivano 
Castro, Judge Nihell, Mr, Begorrat, Mr. Far* 
fan, and Mr. St. Pfe, as to the opinions they 
heldof the qualifications and powers of Alcaldes 
of the first and second election at the time of the 
conquest of the island. 

The next question in order is, the powers 
which it was generally, and without any con- 
tradiction, disbelief, or denial, maintained that 
the English Governor possessed in the colony. 

J shall first state the opinions of the Escrivano 
and Alcaldes as before, and then examine the 
point in another shape. 
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POWERS OF THE ENGLISH GOVERNOR 

IN TRINIDAD, 

ACCORDING TO -THE OPINIONS OF THE ESCRlVANOi, 
ALCALDES, AND CHIEF JUDGE NIHELL. 



The Escrivano Castro^ on Oathi 



.r 



' " Q. After the conquest of this island by Great 
" Britain, what tribunal of the colony supplied 
" the place of the royal Audience of Caraccas ? 

" A, His Excellency the Governor. 

** Q. You have said, that after the conquest of 
" this island, the Governor supplied the place of 
" the royal Audience of the Caraccas ; on what 
" do you found such an answer ? 

" A. On the verbal declaration of the Gover- 
^ nor himself/* 



Mr. Begorrat^ on Oath. 

" Q. What do you understand by the Superior 
'' Tribunal ? 

" A. His Excellency General Picton, in whom 
*' was united all the civil and criminal power of 
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" the Audience of Caraccas ^ce the eacptxtie of 
** the island. 

Q. You consulted General Picton as the su---^ 
perior trbunal, and there being no graduated 
** advocate to appeal to ? 

" A. Yes> because it was the rule of the law. 
" Q. You say that General Picton was invested 
** with all the civil and criminal authority of the 
** Audience of Caraccas : who invested him with 
** that authority, and do you know of your owfl 
** knowledge that he was so invested ? 

" A. I was named Alcalde of the first election 
for the year 1 80 1 . 1 found that my predecessors^ 
since the conquest, considered that the superior 
tribunal was vested in hift Excellency the Go* 
** vemor, I adopted the same rule of conduct, 
^* because I had no authority to. ask him to pro- 
duce his commission ; all I know of my own 
knowledge is, that in a proclamation of General 
Abercromby's, immediately after the conquest, 
it was stated that an appeal might be made from 
the decisions of the tribunals of the island, when 
'* the cause of action amounted to 500/: sterling, 
" to his Majesty's Privy Council in England, 
^^ making no rule respecting actions for inferior 
" sums in wkichj before the conquest, an appeal 
^* might have been made to the Audience ofCd- 
^^ racca$M 
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** Q. Did that proclamation state any alteratiotf 
" in appeals in criminal matters ? 

i." Ar I don't recollect 

** Q. You say that your skill in the Spanish 
*^ laws is derived from books of authority within 
** your power, and that you have no other 
" means of acquiring a knowledge of these 
^ laws : according to the best of your skill, state 
" to the Court whether the supreme tribunal in* 
^\ tended to supply the absence of a graduated 
^^ advocate did not require a person at least as 
^^ well skilled in the laws, as that advocate, to 
" fill such situation ? 

*^ A. No, as an English Governor. 

^ Q. Did General Picton, as such superior 
^^tribunaly order Louisa Calderon to bepicketted? 

'' A. Certainly.*' 



Mr. Far/an^ on Oaih^ 



*' Q. Did you ever see the order by which 
" Don Juan Jurado* was sent off the i^ 
" land? 



* The Assessor to the former Govermnent 
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^^ A. I have said it was public, and I believe 
" iV is in the Instructions ? 

" What did you understand by the superior 
** tribunal? 

" A, The person of Greneral Picton, in whom 
" all the powers, civil and criminal^ of the Au- 
" dience of Caraccas were united. 

" Q. How do you know that General Pic* 
'^ ton composed the superior tribunal, and that 
" all the powers, civil and criminal, of the Au-^ 
** dience of Caiaccas were united in him ? 

A. Because, at the conquest of the island, 
by the instructions left by General Aber- 
** cromby to Mr. John Nihell, he was or- 
*^ deTed to continue the functions of his sitOa* 
** tion, according to the instructions of Gene- 
*^ ral Picton concerning civil matters, but in 
" criminal matters the sentence was to be exe^ 
** cuted with the approbation of General Pic- 
*' ton, of course that constituted him the ;su« 
** perior tribunal. 

'' Was Mr. Nihell Alcalde of the first elec- 
*^ tion at that period, and where are all these 
** instructions recorded? 

'^ A. He was, and the instmctions are co^ 
** pied into the book of the Cabildo, in which 
^^ all other orders and commissions are regis-^ 
" tered. 
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** Q. Did you conceive these instructions 
" binding on you, and on all. other succeeding 
^' Alcaldes ? 

'' A. Certainly." 



Mr. Si. Pe^ on Oath. 

*^ Q. What did you consider after the cbn- 
^ quest as the superior tribunal of the colony ? 

" A. General Picton, because the Audience 
*' of the Caraccas had no further jurisdiction, 
** and on account of the obligation under which 
" we were placed, to refer to the approbation 
*^ of General Picton. 

\ " Q. Were any instructions of Sir Ralph 
'* Abercroniby's known to you respecting that 
** point ? 

*^ A. It ^was public and notorious that Gene- 
" ral Abercromby had given instructions to Ge- 
" neral Picton, but I did not see thein. I 
** fudged from the ample instructions given to 
" Mr. Nihell, by Sir Ralph Abercromby.** 

' I have now fuHy and I trust satisfactorily 
shewn the legal power which the Escrivano and 
Alcaldes possessed, or conceived they possessed, 
in criminal causes, before and after the conquest 
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1 have Also stated their opinions of the authority 
or power with which the English Governor was 
invested by the instructions of Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby. But as it may be objected tliat the 
punishment of Louisa Calderon took place in 
the latter end of the year 1801, and at a period 
when Colonel Picton had recdved his commis- 
sion a§ Governor and Captain General of the 
island, with the royal instructions for his direc- 
tion in the govei:nment of Trinidad, I have an- 
nexed a Copy of thesC' Instructions in the Ap- 
pendix, No.. II. and shall here only make an 
Extract of such parts as correspond to my pur- 
pose, which is to shew, that these instructions 
did not diminish the powers which he before pos- 
sessed by the orders of Sir Jlalph Abercromby, 
and under which he acted from the 1st of 
March 1797> until those instructions came to 
his hands in September 1801. It is directed by 
Clause the 5th as follows, 

** It is our will and pleasure, that for the pre- 
** sent the temporary administration of the island 
should, as nearly as circumstances will per- 
mit, be exercised by you according to the 
terms of the capitulation hereunto annexed, 
in conformity to the ancient laws and institu^ 
" tiom that subsisted within the same previous to 
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IL ia the j/rm 1681, called,, " Rect^sicioii: de 
*^ I^yes de los Iieyno» de las Indiasj, Maadi^ 
" intprinuc y piiblicar pair la M^K»tad del Rey, 
" Carlo* W. 1681." 

Tlai^ code^ or oompilktioAi dkl ^mox^f^ whi^ 
a code framed uiider siieh ckcuQMt^iicesr'sbou)^ 
do ; that is^ it enacted all such laws and reguW 
tijOBS ajs, w^i^e thought smtabley ami best s^do^lfd 
to the heal eircumstane^ and partkuiatf skuarv 
tion. of the coiitttnes they were desigaed to regUf^ 
late or goviecoi but emanating as it did £mm 
the pacemtstate^. it was. not, necessary tlmt aicodti 
of kwa di0^9ing^ wboily^ e^fsmiutil^y and f ii^^»vi^ 
in: iiiprimipks], shotikl be framed lor these eok^* 
nk^ This i¥0vld be a pica; of wiW noMenssr 
or madness that might have suited the Abbe 
Sieyes or the revolutionists of Nov France, but 
^Vt^y did Hot agtiee vfkh iko tempet a»d Hs^ 
ppsijti^ft ^f ihe Monarch of Qld Spain ia tfat year 
%6Silj and ace09idiiigly Mce^ &idlk) th^e outis^t^ im 
tha r^yal pd^fe^e toi volv L pigt 4 or decte< 
satorji^ Uw signed by the king, tlkat it skn^A^ 
an4 cl^ly/ dedares its objeet; and ti^. IknUisi^l' 
tl3|flt:Qbjwtiit«^a; 



97 

* This Extract clearly proves that H!s Majesty'i^ 
Ministers were aware of, and perfectly under- 
stood, the rclatioti and inseparable connexion of 
the Spanish Governor of Trinidad -with the royal 
Audience of Caraccas, and as they had deter- 
mined to continue the Spanish Courts of Judi- 
cature in that colony, they naturally atid wisely 
armed the English Governor, or Executive, with 
the power of the superior Spanish tribunal, without; 
^hich it is now manifest, he would have had little 
more authority than one of tlie Alcaldes who 
acted under him. I shall not dwell longier on 
this subject I do not know that it has been 
questioned ; but to silence all objections on the' 
business, and because I shall hereafter have occa^ 
sion to refer to it, I thought it right to explain . 



These material points being settled, the nexjt 
question is^ what was the criminal law that sub- 
sisted in Trinidad, previous to the surrender of 
that island ? It is ascertained, that there existed 
but two codes of Spanish law relative to the 
Spanish colonies; or to express myself more? 
correctly, that in aid of the old Spanish or Ca^-* 
tilian law, a compendious' code was formed for 
the use and government of the Spanish West / 
India colonies, by His Catholic Majesty, Charles 

n 
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I 

*' Ordinanios y Mandamos que en todos ios 
" casos, negocios, y Pleytos, en que no estuvi* 
^^ ere decidido ni declarado lo que se debe pro^- 
^* veer por las Leyes de esta Recopilacion, o poi: 
" Cedulas, Provisibnes o Ordinanzas dadas, y 
" no revocadas para^ las Indias, y las que por 
" nuestra Orden se despacharen, se guarden las 
** Leyes de nuestro Reyno de Castilia,^ con- 
" foiTne a U Ley de Toro, asi en quanto a la sub- 
^' stancia, resolucion, y decision de losCasos,? 
** Negocios y Pleytos, como a la forma y Or-* 
^* den de substancias. ** 

TRANSLATED. 

^ The Laws of Castile are to be observed in all 
" cases not determined by the laws of the Indies, 

'• In all cases, ' affairs, and causes, the deter- 
" mination and judgement of which cannot be 
*^ found in the laws of the Recopilacion, or ii^ 
^^the Cedulas, Diplomas, or Ordinances given for 
^* the Indies and not repealed, and those we may 
^^ hereafter dispatch, we do order and command 
^^ thaX the laws of our Realms ofCaJiil^ be adhered 
** to^ conformably to a law ofToro, for the sub-i 
*' stance, fesolution, and decision of affairs and 
^^ causes, as >yell as the form and order of the pro-? 
^^ ceedings," 
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■ ReeopHaehtt de las Leyet de las Jndidi Qirlof 
IL 1681. 

\jtj que declara la autorldad que ban detener 
las leyes de esta Recopilacion. 

u- 'T' ■> ' " Qfte lai Indfas seari Gobe^das 
^ «dlairieiitte pof las Leycsr dte csta; R6co^3a- 
•* cion, giKfrrfamio, en deftcto de Effas, fo 6r- 
^ ffiAado pof Ley 2*. Titiila ^. liBro seciiliido 
*' de estar Rccopilaeibn/ 

Which Extract translated rtrtrs thiifs, 

** The Indies aT6 <o b'^ governed by the 
^^ laws contained in this Recc^ilacion^ Bjkv- 
" ixo recourse, where thry abs sil|&vl^ 
^* or defective, to what is ordered bt 
'** theSp Law, 1st Titi.'Bj^anbjSp book: of 
^' thi&Bm:opilacion." 

> , • 

This second law ailuded to is 99 foUfiWSy 

Ley 2i Titulq 1". libra ST. 

'* Que s6 guarden lias Leyes de CastiEa en 
^* lo que no estuviere diecidido por las l!ieyes dg 
**' las Indias. 
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I 

*' Ordinanios y Mandamos que en todos ios 
" casos, negocios, y Pleytos, en que no estuvi* 
^^ ere decidido ni d^clarado lo que se debe pro?- 
" veer por las Leyes de esta Recopilacion, o poi; 
" Cedulas, Provisibnes o Ordinanzas dadas, y 
" no revocadas para las Indias, y las que por 
" nuestra Orden se despacharen, sie guarden las 
*^ Leyes de nuestro Reyno de CastUia,- con- 
" forme a la Ley de Toro, asi en quanto a la sub- 
^' stancia, resolucion, y decisioii de Ios ^Casos,? 
** Negocios y Pleytos, como a la forma y Or-* 
^* den de substa^cias, ** 

TRANSLATED. 

^ The Laws of Castile are to be observed in all 
cases not determined by the laws of the Indies, 
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'^ In all cases, ' affairs, and causes, the deter- 
" mination and judgement of which cannot be 
*' found in the laws of the Recopilacion, or in 
^^the Cedulas, Diplomas, or Ordinances given for 
^* the Indies and not repealed, and those we may 
^^ hereafter dispatch, we do order and command 
^^ thaX the laws of our Realms ofCaJiil^ be adhered 
•* tOj^ conformably to a law ofTorOy for the sub-i 
*' stance, fesolution, and decision of affairs and 
^^ causes, as \yell as the form and order of the prq-r 
^^ ceedings/' 



101 

* 

Again, in Book 2. Title 2« Law. 13. 

Ley IS. Titulo 2. Libro 2. 

" •* Que las Leycs que se hizieren para las In- 
^^ dias sean lo mas confomies que ser pudiere 
-^« a lasde estos Reynos." 

TRANSLATED. 

" That the laws to be made for the govera- 
'^ ment of the Indies be as conformable as pos*- 
*^ sible to those of these kingdoms^ 






libro 8. Titalo 15. Ley 17. 
In Book 2. Title 15. Law 17. 

V 

*^ Que en las Audiencias de las Indias se gu- 
^ arden las Ceremonias de las Cliancillerias de 
*^ estos Reynos de Castilia, en lo que no estu- 
'' viere especialmente determinado.'' 

TRANSLATED. 

" That the Audiences of the Indies confoitn 
" to the ceremonies observed by the Chance- 
" lies of these our kingdoms of Castile, or 
" tohatever is not especially determined by the 
" Recopilacion.** 



Libro «. Tituk) 15. Ley 6&. 
Book i. Titk 15. Ltivr^ 

" ^ifpkntq de Ids ^egopips y pJkytQ% qivil«8 
" y criminales guarden l^ l^ypft ^ ^tos m^* 
" estros reynos de Castilia en los casos que por 
" las de este libip v{0 hi\vlQS9fimos dado especial 
" determinacion, y provean de fbpna que los 
^\ dditoa no queden sin castigo dentro y fuera 
i^ <|eiasjoiiicoJegiiaB.''' \ ■ [ 

TRANSLATED. 

" It is ojdr conin^^f. ^l^t ^ Aucliences, m 
" the cognizance they take of all affairs and 
" causes, civil and criminal, conform to the 
laws of these our kingdom^ of Casti/^, and 
whatever is, not specially determined^ tfifi 
laws of this book^ and they are to tajkc 9 W 
** that crimes do. not go^ unpunished vi^itlvA 
" their jurisdictions.'* 

Libro 7. Titulo 8. Ley 3. de la Recopilacion de 

Incfiff^' 

©Pok 7* T*tle> 8. Law 3» of the Recopilacion of 

the indies. 

- *' Somos informados que en las Ijudias, h^y 
** muchos Testigos falsos^ que por mui poco 
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'* iHteres sc pcijuran en los Ptejrtos y 'Ncgocios 
* que se ofrecen, y con facilidad los haUan quar- 
*' tosse quieren aprovechar de sus deposiciones : 
** — y porquc este defito es grande ofinwa deDios 
*' nncstro Senor, y nuestra, y peijnicio de feis 
^^ partes, Mandamos a las Audienckis y JustScias 
^Sque con mui particuUr atencioa protean 
averiguar los que ccupeten ^ste ckliU^ cas^- 
gando con todo rigor a los Delioquenfeies 
conforme a las Leyes de nuestros Reytios de 
'^ Castilia pues tanto importa de Servicio de Dios 
^ y Exeeucion de Justicia.'* 

tRANSLATED. 
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" We are informed, that in the Indies there 
are nmny faise witnesses, who for trifling 
^ levrand perjure themselves in tiie suits and 
^ processes which offer, and that they ate easily 
procured by tjiose who ane desirous of bene- 
fiting by these ^kposidons ; and because this 
** crime is a great offence against God and 
^' ourselves, and of great injuiy to the parties, 
^^ ive Older all Audiences, Justices, &c. that 
^ iJiry search out and iliscorer those who com- 
^ mit this xrrime, punishing with ereiy degste of 
^' ^%^ the ddiivfiieBtey coofiMrmable to liie laws 
of twr kingrlftms of Castile ; if being impoitant 
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c ** to the ^service of God and the execution of 
justice." 



<( 



Let us now state the laws of the kingdom of 
Castile,' as far as they relate to . the , subject of 
, my Address, I mean that :Qf picket, or torture. 

Recopiiacion de las Leyesde esios Rtyhos hec- 
' has par mandado de Sa Majestad Catolica Dim 
' Fhilipo S* nuestro senoVj Madrid 1581.' libro V 

Titulor. Ley 13. 

^ • .-J 

Recopiiacion of the. Laws of these Kingdoms^ 
(or of Castile) made by order of His Catholic 
Majesty J Philip^ IL Madrid 1581. Book 2. 
Title 7. Law 13. 

" Que los Alcaldes no>condenar a question 

" de tormento sin preceder sentencia; y a los 

" hidalgos los guarden sus privilegios, y sin 

• *^ emjbargo de qualqui^r costumbre o estilo 

. *^ guarden lo que es derecho en esto. 

*f Porque soinos informados que los Alcaldes 
: *^ quando mandan poner a question de tor^* 

^' mentOf no dan sentencia ni la firman, porqutf. 

'^ :no se puede ver si son conformes o no, para 
; '^ que el condenado pueda suplicar o alegar d« 
. /' au derecho, y que lo mismo se ha accustuqn 
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brado en todas las otras justtcias, aimque 
sean de muerte, y que solamente dan vbol 
'^ mandamiento para que el alquacil execute 
sin notificar lo al delinquente, porque no 
apele, y que han aitormentado a muchos hi- 
dalgosj aungue no scan casos enormes^ y 
'^ porque esto es causa mui grave, y contra 
^ todo derecho y leyes, mandainos que sin 
embargo de qualquier costumbre o estilo que 
en esto pretenden tener, ellos y los pasados^ 
en el procedes y terminar los negocios asi ci- 
^' viles como criminales guarden las leyes j 
'^ mandamientos de nuestros Reynos y no 
** exceden de ellos.*' 
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TBANSLATE0. 

^^ The Alcaldes are not to condemn to the 
" question or torment without sentence ; viz. 

*^ JBeing informed that the Alcaldes, when 
*^ they order the amplication of the question or 
torment J do not give previous sentence and 

sign it, so that there is no seeing whether 
'* they act conformably or no, that the con- 
^^ demned might petition or allege liis right, 
^' and that the same is the custom in all cases, 
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** even tliose iflTectmg life j and that they lyiily 
^ give an order to the ajguazil to execute it 
*^ without notifying it to the delintjuent that 
^ he Inight not appeal ; and that they have 
^ t&rmented many esquires, or hidaJgosy even in 
*' cases df no enormia . And as this is a most 
•* serious case, and contrary to' the Iaw«, we or- 
^' der, that notwithstanding any custom they 
** now pretend to have, in tlie proceeding and 
" determination of all affairs, ciril or criminal^ 
** they keep the kms and ordinances of these 
^* kingdoms^ and do not exceed them^"* 

Libro 6. Tit^ 2*. Ley 4. 

Book 6. Title 2. Law 4. 

*^ Ordinamos que ningun hljodalgo pueda set. 
" preso ni encarcilado por deuda que deva> 
^ salvo sino fiicre arrendador o cogidor dc nu- 
" estros pechos y derechos, porque en tal caso 
" el mismo quebranta su libertad. Y asimis* 
^ mo jEoaauiamos que ningun hycdalgo pueda 
^^ ser *pm£$io u termento pocquie antiguamente 
^ fiie^ttsi otorgado por fuero/' 

TftXNStATSjPu 

** We order tliat no esquire or hidalgo be ar- 
** xested or imprisoned for* any debts he may 
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^ have contracted, except as renter, or collec* 
^ tor of our revenues, in which wise, he t^ 
^^ the vitiator of his own liberty ; and we aiso 
^ ovder (hut no esquire t^ be put to the ferment. 
^ for such was anciently his privilege. " 

Thus far tlie laws of the Recopilacion fbr the 
Indies, and those of the kingdom of Castile; 
cfL which they are founded. As for the Trinidad 
Cedula, it merely .contains an enumCTation of 
the advantages or grants of land, and commer-^ 
.cial privileges, to such as were inclined to become 
•etders in that colony, and does not mention, in 
a single instance^ the laws, either civil or cri- 
mina). 

If the learned gentleman who talked of those 
laws, and made those bold assertions, had, '* by 
*^ the help of his French/' ta^ken the trouble to 
inspect and cotfitruCy as be saicl he coulii, the tWQ 
codes of laws between which he maintaiined there 
is si^ch a^ essential difference and distinction, he 
would have^ fouijd* tbat the pbjjects of both are 
directed to similar ends and purposes, that they 
are framed on similar principles, that is to say, 
tliey bo& enact and rq)eal cert^Jn laws and 
prdonaances, but looking to gf^eai kading prin-^ 
ciples they botli stal» gcoieral provisos oi? excen- 
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tions. I have already shewn, iu the Royal Prtf^ 
face .or Declaratory Law of the Rec^pilacion de 
1^08 IndiaSf page 100, that ^Mn all caseif affair s^ 
^^ andcamesy the determination and judgement of 
" which cannot be found in the laws of the 
*' Recopilacion^ or in thecedulas^ diplomas^ or 
f^ ordinances^ given for the Indies, and not re* 
*' pealed^ and those we may hereafter dispatch, 
** we do order and command, that the laws of 
*^ our realms of CASTILE be adhered to Con^, 
'' formably to the LAW OF TORO, for the 
** substance, resolution, and decision of affairs and 
^' causes^ In precisely the same temper, spirit^ 
and principle does the declaratory law of the Re- 
copilacion de Castilia, Libro 1. Folio 1. (which 
declares the authority which the laws of that 
book are to have, ) refer to the Pallidas, and the 
Law of Toro. 

This declaratory law pe Castilia is as fol- 
lows, and is extracted from the ^^ Recopilacion 
" de las Leyes de estos Reynos hechas por Man- 
" dado de la Majestad Catolica del Rey Don 
*^ Philipo Segundo nuestro Senor. Ip81." 

TRANSLATED. 

• » • • 

*' A Recopilacion of the Laws ofthese Kin^«« 
*' doms, made by Order of His Catholic Majesty, 
'' King Philip II, in the Year 1581-" 
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*^ Contienense en este Libro las Leyes hechas 

** hasta Kn del ano de mil y quinientos y oclientb 
y uno excepto las Leyes dePartiday delFiiero, 
y del Estilo y tambien veaii en el las Visitas 

^^ de las Audiencias. 






* ^ Con iPrivilegio de Sa Mcy estad. 
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TRANSLATED. 

*' There are contained in this book the laws 
^' made until the end of the year 1581, except 
** the Laws of the Partida, the Fuero, and 
^* D'Estilo; and there are hkewise contained 
** in it the Visitation of the Audiences. 

** With permission of His Majesty/' 

Libro 1. Folio 1. 

** Ley y Pragmalica que declara la autoridad 
*' que han de tener las Leyes de este Libro. 

^* Executense las Leyes de este Libro, aimque 

^* sean differentes o contrarias a las otras Leyes o 

^ * Capitulos de Cortes y Pragmatica que antes el 

* ' ahora ha havido en estos Reynos ; los quales 

. ^^ quer^mos que de aqui adelante no tengan 
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'' totdridad atgtma, di se juzque por diasy iino 
<* sokauente por las de erte libro, guardafido en 
'^ ]o que toca a las Leyc« de ki& Siete Fartklas y 
^^ del Fuero Ip que por la Ley de Toro esia 
dispuesto y ordenado : y quedando asi inUnM 
en sa fuerza y vigor las Cedulas y Visitas que 
** tierien las Audiencias en lo que no fueren con- 
•* trarias a las Leyes de este Libro." 






Book 1. Foli6 1. 

" Law which declares the authority whicB 
•• the laws of this book are to have. 

** These laws are to be obeyed although they 
** may be difFefent and contrary to the other 
*^* laws, pragmatic sanctions, &c, which have 
^* hitherto obtaiiVed in these kingdOni»> and 
** which it is Our Will from hencefot-th ^hall be 
♦' of no authority, nor shall they judge by them 
** 1^ solely by those of this book, conforming 
^ in whdtee&r respects tke LaMs 6f the Parttdds 
'^ itnd Fiftl^Oy to what is ordained and direefed bjf 
^ tke Lmx> of Tor&. And fte Ceduli^ and 
♦* Viritationfi^rf tfce Audiences ace t^ Fem^ii iti 
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^ full force and vigor, when thej are not eosh 
** trary to the laws of tUia bocdi." 

Let my reader coDipare the ikelanttocj laws, 
ipc Foyal pre&ces, signed by the King^ of both 
codes here stated, and he Will hnmediately fbel a 
y^T&ct convietioa that they are fbtmded on the 
seme prinei^. The RecoprlacioD de las InJbtn 
tefeis ta tiie ^^ Lawi of the realms of Castik m 
^* CYcry thing tiiart i» noifourid w the Recopilah 
** cion de las In^as.'* What liecessity, there- 
&rev W4s there to enact crimmal laws in that 
Recopilacion? it telk yoa* where they are ta be 
found ; it neither changes or alters, but actually 
adopts, ordlers, and commands^ their practice an^ 
enfi^rcement Mr. G. might a« welt tell me, Ihtrt 
the laws of torture were abrogated and' afoofishe^ 
by the Recopilacion of Castile^ because there is no 
partkuiar specification of the particular sta^ta^ 
ibr torture, and simply contains the esceptims 
which I have adduced r^pecting the Alcaldesi 
condenming to the question ** without sentence:'* 
** And that no Esquire be put to the torment,* 
referring always or " eonf arming in whatever re- 
^* ^pects the Laws of the Partidas and Fuero fa 
^ what is ordaimed and directed . by the Law of 
*' Toro.*^ I shall not strengthen this argument 
by saying, that in both cases, JSa^ceptio probat 
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Regulam ;hMt having an opinion of Mn G.'i 
profundity J I shall refer him to the laws of the 
Partidas, Fuero, and D'Estilo for their detail of 
those particular laws on the subject of torture, 
and leave to myself a future opportunity of 
proving to Mr. G., from law authorities beyond 
doubt or controversy, that torment continued in 
1802 to be the Law of Spain, and consequently; 
as I have maintained and proved, the law of 
Trinidad. Should I take up the examination of 
this question on a broader principle than I have 
thought necessary to do in this statement, I hope 
to be able to give a more copious view of the laws 
than the narrow limitsof this paper will permit me. 
But I trust I have adduced sufficient autliority 
to prove the particular point which I intended, 
and which I here maintain, viz. That the cri- 
minal laws of Old Spain ,are neither abrogated, 
repealed, oj superseded by the laws of the Reco- 
pilacion de las Indias^ upon the assertion of wiiich 
Mr. G. obtained a verdict ; and that these laws 
are as fully, completely, and substantially in force 
in the colonies, as they are in the lieart of the 
capital of Madrid, where I have indisputable 
hving evidence that punishments to extort con* 
fesi^ion are at this moment in use and practice,-* 
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1 am aware that this part of my subject is dry 
and iminterestihg ; I shall not trespasfs much 
longer on my reader's patience, and shall solicit 
his attention to the following eliumefation of 
those old Spanish law books of authority which 
were received and acted upon as such in the 
colony of Trinidad. These are Elizondo^ Curia 
Philipica^ Bobadilia, and Colom. 

These books are chiefly commentaries ori the 
Recopilacion of Castile, and the Partidas ; I 
shall state such laws from these authorities as 
appear to appertain to my subject* 



Curia Philipicaj No. 16< F*olio 227- 

** Tlie accomplice in a crime is not a sufficient An a^eoBH 
evidence against another (his companion) suSi^t* 
agreeable to a law de Partida, except in crimes dUpt^iL* 
" of high treason, coining, tlmt against nature, t^^ty, 
" notorious thefty and in all those which cannot ^^^' 
** be committed without accomplices. In all 
" which cases being aditiitted, he is to be fully 
'* examined in the cause of him against whom he 
" gives testimony/' 

Antonio Gomes^ 
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Curia Philipka^ No. 2. Folio 229. 



Theques- <« Xhc ouestion of torment is to be applied 

tion to be * ^ * * ^ 

appUedin <^ for Confirmation and proot^ there npt being 

confirma- , * 

tion. where " SUfficicnt." 
the proof is 
notsufficicnt 



Curia Philipicay No. 4. Folio 229- 



In crimes 
where the 
question is 
.appUcable 
to the de- 
linquent,' it 
is applica- 
cable lo the 
witness who 
jwrerari- 
cates. 
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^^ In the same crimes for which the question is 
applicable to the delinquent, in the same it is 
applicable to the witness who varies or preva- 
ricates in his evidence, or who denies the truth, 
or who refuses to declare it, there being a pr^r 
sumption that he knows it, not being of those 
persons to whom the torment cannot be ap- 
plied, according to a law of Partida and its 
Gregorian Glossary. 



" And in the same crimes for which the tor- 
" ment is applicable to the delinquent, in case an 
" evidence of low vile character and bad morals 
* ' is admitted, he is to testify under tormentr 
* ^ otherwise his evidence is of no validity.*' 

Law de Partida^ 



us 



Curia Pkilipica^ No. 12. Folio 250* 

** The torment that may be ordered to the Theqin*. 
'* delinquent for the crime, may also be ordered edtJ^de- 
*' to force a declaration from his accompfaces (if the cnmc 
** there be appearance or presumption that he ^^t^ 
^* had any) in crimes of high treason, coining, ctl^k^** 
^' that against nature, theft^ &c., as well as in f^^^^^Bctr 
^ all others which cannot be committed without 
** accomplices ; in all which those who are so 
^* may be admitted as evidences-** 

Antonio Gomes. 



Elizondo Pratica Universal Foreme Judicio 
Criminal^ No. 12. Folio 277. 
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The appearances to authorise the appli- AppnN 
cation of the question shojuld be weighty^ tborbetiM 
^ apparent, urgent, and probable, and not light, 
•* doubtful, and equivocal, except in hidden 
^ crimes, and of difficult proof, such as theft^ 
^ sodomy, crimes committed at nighty Coining, 
^ &C., in which the slightest are sufficient to 
** authorise a departure from the ordinary forms 
'' of law, and the receiving of such proofs as 
'* can be met witf 

1 2 
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Ehzondo Pratica Universal ForensCy Judkio . 
Criminal^ No. 5. Folio 275* 

" To know what appearances are sufHcientp 
and without which satisfactorily proved, the 
torment caflnot be ordered, except in atro* 
cious crimes, or the accused refusing to an- 
^gbt^ftp- '* swer the questions affirmatively or nega- 
SSSri^ *' tively, or the persons against whom the sus- 
tiwi*o/*ti^ " picions exist, being entrusted with the care 
• ^BrtapCT- *' of property y of a town, or an inn-keeper, 
ed^dS^ST *^y^ thefts committed in the places under 
p^l^ " *^^^^ cA^rg'e," Vide Fannacio de Judiciis. 



Curia Philipica, Judicio Criminal^ No. 13. 

Folio 230. 

§ 

** The species of torment, and the quality, 
is not determined by the law, but left to the 
" arbitrament of the Judge, according to the 
Small cords " complcxion of the delinquent, the crim^ 
»ttch^^' " V^ ite appearances, though he should not 
SJpi^^, " niake use of new torments, but the usual 
m^XocI " ones, such as dropping of water, small cords 
caw^ loss « and pulleys, , and of such nature.'* Vidt 
Lffw de Partida andGregorio Lopes. 
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Bobadilia de la Political Folio 9^< No. S2. 

** In high treason^ theft, robbery, parricide, ^cmcot 
** and crimes of an atrocious nature, the sus- bcry, &c 

thesoapU 

'* picions being strong, and the accused har- cionsbong 

, , stroDgy and 

** dened, lawyers are of opinion that unsual the«cci»ed 

.- 1 T i» hardened, 

*' torments may he appned. unusual tor- 

- mentamay 

beappliecL 

Bobadilia, Folio 965. No. 95. 

^ In applying the torment juridically, though ^^^j^^ 
the criminal should die, or lose the use of his jjndicaUy, 

' though loss 

limbs, the Judsce cannot be answerable for it, s(!*w»«ad 

^ ^ hfe should 

according to common opinion, and a Law de ensae. the 
Partida, which says, * if the Judge order any responsiWej 

•% n /Y* t * strong 

" man to be tormented for any oltence he may proof of thi 
" have, committed, in order to discover the deques- 
"truth, he cannot be answerable for anyingtotha 
^* wounds he may have received. '^ And I well mode of ap. 
" remember, that in the jail of this Court, an p^^"**^* 
^' assassin died under torment, and another had 
*< his arms broken, without any consequencts.** 

Curia Philipica, Judicio Criminal, Folio 231. 

No. 16. 

** There arp to be present at the ^ormeat 
" only the Judge, Escrivano^^^ecutionerand 
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To be pre- <* person tormented. And it is td be given in a 

sent at the '^ * • 

questioiu " secitct plafee, withbut any other person being 

jijdgcEs- <* present or in hearing. 

•tniba^. Law ae Fartida. 

and i^ersoiii 
toniltinted. 

Bobadilia de Political Folio 962. No. 16. 

11m fudge <c In notorious, concealed, and atrocious of- 
tiieqiiefltioa " feuccs, charged against wicked persons of 
TioMcom- " evil fame, if the Judges order the question or 

mnnioatioii . 

i»^;«^ " tortnent upo'n slight evidence or suspicion, 
'* and in the information and summary mode^ 
^' withdUt communication to the accused, a^ 
'^ is the common opinion, they shall be held 
^^ exculpated in residencia, though Paris de 
*' Puteo says, That it is only allowable to ^u^ 
** perior Judges and not to inferior ones : but I 
* * knovJ' that the contrary is the practice, and 
** in twenty-one years that I was Corregidot 
and Judge, I always practised it in such 
cases, and though I was accused in resident- 
'' cia, I was alwayis acquitted. And in the 
*' superior Council, in the account that I ren- 
*' dered of the Corregidordiip- of Soria, they 
^* approved of the torment I Ordered on sum- 
** mary information to Sarazola and other rob* 
*^ bers, whom I caused to be apprehended in 
** Navar and Arragon in the year 1773.** 
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Bobadilitt, Folio 959. No. 10. 

I - 

" If the action is for having committed any Persons 
" one unjustly to prison, I say, if the crime is with^nmes 
** of a serious nature, . although the accused shall Ltlwniy 
** not have confessed it, he may not only be putfnuon^ 
" put in irons, but into the stocks and in chains : ^^^^ 
** but if it is for a slight offence, he ought not ^nd^pi 
** to be put in irons.'' 



into the 
•tocks. 



Bobadilia de la Political Polio 966. No. 26. 
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There is another kind of complaint against 
** a Corregidor in residencia for judgements not 
" conformable to law, and this kind is divided 
" into two parts, the one when the Judge in his 
** sentence erred merely from ignorance> or 
want of knowledge, and the other when he 
was actuated by malice or cornipt motives. 
** With respect to the first, I say, that a Judge 
may be punished for it, as it is a great fault 
in any one to be ignorant of the art he pro- 
*f fesses, and of the office of Judge which he Judges 

. /, punishable 

*^ has voluntarily taken upon himself. Ismo- oniyfor 
^* ranee of the law can excuse very few, parti- judgement* 

ss BroGeed 

" cularly professors of the law. Bat many from cor. 
" lawyers are of a different opinion, and say, tires. 
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^* that Judges are punishable only for corrup- 
^* tion, malice, &c, and not for errors of judge- 
" ment proceeding from ignorance ; and this is 
observable every day in the royal Audiences, 
for though senjbences of the inferior judges 
^' are frequently* reversed, they are not con- 
^^ demned in any penalties/* 

Bobadilia, Folio 9^6. No. 2/. 

" For as the Judge who solicits and accepts 
^* an office, being incapable, commits a great 
*' fault, particularly if he does not examine the 
*' facts and study the law that he rnay conform 
" to it, (for inferior judges are tied down to the 
^^ law,) so that if through ignorance, impru- 
*^ dence, negligence, or confiden^^e in himself, 
^* he does an injustice to the party, he may be 
** accused in residencia, and condemned in 
** whatever costs and damages the party may 
" have suffered. But according to Anores de 
^* Isernia, Gregorio Lopes, and others, if the 
'^ Judge in the examination of facts and law 
^^ used diligence, and without deceit or fiaud 
^* used his beat endeavoursi, he ought not ta 
^^ be condemned, although he may have erred 
^' in 30me things, for the defect pr,Q<Qeeds fi-qm 
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^^ the imbecility of human nature, and ought 
^ to be pardoned," 

Bobadilia, Folio 970. No. 31. 
*^ In what touches the satisfaction that the An elected 

T I . . 1 1-1 Magistrate 

*' Judge in conscience ought to make m the who is com- 

'^ above cases, I say, that if through malice, acceptor 

'* he prejudiced or injured the party, he ought not r^espon- 

'^ to be obliged to satisfy him fully to the ex- ma-^e^fJT 

*^ tent of the injuiy, but, if through ignorance Juigcm^t. 

*^ only, then there is this distinction, if the 

^' Judge solicited and sought the office, he is 
*' subject to costs and damages, but if, on the 

■ 

** contrary, he was elected or compelled to 
*' accept of it, he shall not be obliged to pay 
^* any thing." 

Bobadilia de Politica, Folio 926. No. 64. 
" Those whom a Judge had condemned or Those 

, , , , ^ whom the 

*' imprisoned, are not sufficient evidences against Judge con- 
^^ him, (in residencia) because they are actu- imprisoned, 
^' ated against him by hatred, and always per- fictentevS*-' 
*' suade themselves that the condemnation and g^stWm. 
*' imprisonment were unjust, and that the 
^ ' Judge was the accuser. And naturally then 
'' with facility, justify and pardon themselves, 
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and inculpate and calumniate the Judges who' 
*' either condemned or imprisoned them. And' 
** for either of those causes it is natural to pre- 
** sume that they are actuated by hatred 
*^ against them." 



Bobadilia^ Folio 926. No. 65. 

Pcfwmsof <^ Persons of low and vile character and repu- 
chwacter * * tatiou, or uulcno wu, ought not to be admit- 
•ttmitted e- ** tcd witnesscs, even with torment against offi- 
termeiit, as '* ccrs of justicc, uudcr rcsidcncia, though ac- 
cgaiiMt a ** cording to law they may be admitted with tor- 
iwldi^ ^ ment against other persons in criminal causes. '' 

leaidcocia. 



Bobadilia, Folio 923. No. 5*. 

Tkeac- *^ The accuser, denunciator, promoter, or 

Sl^gktof " instigator, or who dictated the articles of ac- 

2lSijd.^ " cusation for another to present, for the same 

" doctrines and reasons cannot be admitted aa 

" evidence for the other accusers^" 



Bobadiiia, Folio 923. No. 55. 

The adYO- 

^y foi " The advocate or attorney of the accusers, 
w^rS" *' afthough not employed in the cause for which 

ndnitted* 
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^ tfaey bear evidence^ cannot be admitted as 
** evidence free of exception*^ 

Bobaditia^ Folio 925, No* 62. 

*' The conspirator, and conjurator, to pro- 
^* mote the residencia and accuse the Jud|ge^ 
^' and assist with their persons, money, coun- 
'* sel, or other means, cannot be admitted at 
^ unexceptionable evidence.** 

Colom. Book 2. Folio 14S. 

Coiom. Tom. 2. Folio 143. 

*' El Juez imperito en letras o en derecho e» 
llamado Lego, y en los Pleytos y Causas que 
pendieren ante el deve assessorarse o accompa* 
^* narse con Advogado aprobado, siendo sobre 
f ^ algun articulo que consista su determinacion 
** en punto de derecho y en las sentencias 
^' definitivas, dando antes noticia a las partem 
f V interessadas del Assessor que nombrare para 
** que si quisiessen innovarle de su derecho 
/* p recusarle por sospechoso para que el Juez 
" nombre otro, por ser esta de su Eleccion 
** o arbitrio en virtud de la Ley 2<» Titulo 21. 
" Partida 3. — ^perb para los demas proveidos que 
" atienden al ritual del Pley to no se necessita ni 
^ pratica assessorarse de Letrado, sino solo del 
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^ Escrivano de el, por ser de su Obligacion a 
^* saberlo y evitar costas y diligencias. " 



TRANSLATED. 

" The Judge who is not educated to the pro- 
" fession of the law is called Lego, and in all 
** processes and causes carried on before him, 
" he is required to assessorate or accompany 
** himself by a graduated advocate when he 
** decides on points of law, and in definitive 
** sentences, giving notice to the parties in- 
" terested of the Assessor named, that if they 
** choose they may except to, or refuse him 
^^ as suspicious, that the Judge may name an- 
" other, which is at his election and arbitrament, 
*^ in virtue of Law 2d, Title 2 1 . Partidae S — 
" but for all other provisions which respect 
** the ritual of the causey it is not the practice to 
" make use of a graduated Assessor^ but only of 
*^ the Escrivano of the causCy whose duty it is 
" to understand it, and to avord costs and da- 
^^ mages.'' 



The code of criminal law existing in the 
island at the time of the conquest, being thus 
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fully and fairly laid down to my reader, and the 
proceedings which were taken in the case of Louisa 
Calderon being circumstantially detailed, the pub- 
lic are now to judge whether His Majesty's gra- 
cious instructions were fulfilled, that is, whether 
the temporary administration of the island was, 
as nearly as circumstances permitted, ex- 
" ercised by Colonel Picton according to the 
** terms of the capitulation hereunto annexed, 
*' in conformity to the ancient laws and institu- 
** tions that subsisted within the samCj precious 
** to the surrender of the said island to us/* &c. 
&c. in the particular c^e of Louisa Calderon. 

But for a further and additional proof of this 
most important part of the question, I shall 
again have recourse to that undefiled source of 
information, ^ ' the proceedings before the Court 
*^ at Port of Spain," present, His Excellency 
the Lieutenant Governor. 



<c 



The Escrivano Casiroj on Oath. 

'* Q. Did you attend Mr. Begorrat in his 
character as Judge at any, and what times, 



'* when Louisa Calderon was put on Hie 
•' picket? 

^^ A. Yes, the time will appear in tihe pro- 
^* ceedings. 

*^ Q. Was Louisa Calderon placed on the 
^ picket, examined as a witness^ or as an ac- 

^ cessary? 

'^ A. Not as a witness, but as an accessary, 

*^ Q. What are the extrajudicial exanuna* 
^' tions which are omitted in the examination of 
.** Carlos Gonzales taken before the tribunal of 
♦* JMr. Begorrat, and why are they omitted ? . 

** A* I remember they were concerning the 
** discovery of the robbery and the fornication 
** aforesaid. I do not know why they were omit- 
*^ ted. / cannot charge the fault on the Judge, 
** or on myself, because both of us acted so as to 
** bring the affair to as speedy a determination as 
** possible, and to discover the truth. 

** Q. Do you believe that the defendant^ 
** Colonel Picton, acted in the whole of the 
•* prosecution, respecting the robbery of Pedro 
** Ruiz, with impartiality, and, without being 
" influenced by any other consideration what- 
'* soever, than the attainment of the ends of 
" justice? 



*' A. Yes, I believe so. 

" Of. Did not the defendant, Colonel Pic ton, 
^* administer justice generally as far as his know- 
** ledge went in the Spanish law? 

" A. I believe so. 

** Q. Did the defendant ever give you any 
' * orders respecting the torturing of Louisa Cal- 
*' deron? 

^* A. None but the decree. 

* * Q. Did he interest himielf in any way, oa 
** the subject? 

** A. Simply as he considered all the affairs of 
" justice. 



FaUot the Jailer, on Oath. 



** Q. Had you ever any communication 
^V either directly or indirectly with Brigadier 
** General Picton, respecting the prisonerj 
" Louisa Calderon, after lier first comxnit- 
" ment? 

^* A. General Picton never spoke to me about 
^' her, nor did I ever receive anv orders from 
- ' him about her. 
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Dan tiilariot B^gortat^ on Oath. 

'* Q. During the proceedings by you, b» 
** Judge, did General Picton interfere in any 
** manner as the superior Judge, and did he 
" chalk out to you any formalities, or neces^ 
*^ sary measures to adopt? 

*^ A. No, some time in the course of the 
** prbceeding he asked me if the money wa» 
" found, but nothing else. 

3. 

Don Francisco de Far/an^ on Oath. 

" Q. Did General Picton ever give you any 
" orders to put Louisa. Calderon in irons, or in 
^ ' any manner interfere respecting her confine* 
" ment? 

^^ A. No, in no circumstance whatever. 

** Q. Did you finish the prosecution of Louisa 
" Calderon? 

" A. Yes, as far as to the final sentence* 

^^ Q. Did it appear to you that she had beett 
^* justly committed and sentenced? 

'^ A. It would be ridiculous to think that she 
^* was not guilty, after the proofs in the pro- 
** cess, wherein it appears that she introduced 
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^* Carios Goaaales^ i^ith whcmji ^ti^carnai 
^ iatercourae, into the room of Pedro Euiz."' 

\ 

t 

t believe I haire > now travelled through^ the 
whole of this question^ as f<ur sus^ the laws of Old * 
Spain, and those of the Recopilacion for the. 
West India colonizes are concerned. I ha:v'e de^ 
monstrated from theni, and from persons who 
practised those laws under the eye and cogni* 
zaficj^ of the Spanish Governor^ and the RoyajL 
Audience of Caraccas^ whac those laws are, and^ 
howy and in whal^ majginejp they wei*e exercised* 
I have laid down, those legal authorities, which 
firom undoubted testimony, were proved to have 
been the chief source and; guide of Spanish prac- 
titioners in Trinidad. \ have quoted the cri* 
minal laws of Old Spain, of Caj^tile, and of Parr 
tidas; I have proved their application to tibat 
island ; I have exaa^ined th^e Recopilacion de la$ 
Indias^ on which the counsel for the prosecution 
laid so much stress, and on the mis^plication 
and perversion of which, and oi^ thi$ alone, % 
maintain that they objbained a verdict . I have 
made out clearly and e^cplicitly that by no rule; 
}aw> or regulation^ contaii)ied in that compilation, 
as I have said before, '^ are the criminal laws of 
'^ Old Spain abrogated, repealed, or superseded, 
'^ ai»d tl^t tl^$e l^ws are as fuUy^ complelbp^l^, 
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" and subitantially in foiw in: the colonies, as 
" they are in the heart of tlie capital at Madrid, 
*■ where I have indisputable living evidence, 
" that punishments to extract confession, are at 
*^ this moment in use and practice." 

I have shewn how far the power of the fer-r 
mcr Governors extended ; I ha^e pointed out it's 
inseparable connexion with; and it's obedience 
in all definitive sentences to, the Royal Audience- 
of Caraccas. I have stated the trarisactiphs 
yrhich occurred at the conquest, the material 
and vital changes which took place at that time, 
in the very essence of those laws. I have ad^ 
duced the instrument by which that overthrow 
was effecte4* I have printed Judge Nihell's in- 
structions, and notwithstanding the use and ex- 
ercise of. their laws and ancient institutions 
thereby given, I have manifested that iafr' the 
Very moment in which Sir Ralph Abercromby 
was, with that wisdom and humanity which be- 
longed to him, granting the inhabitants this fr 
beral gift, he felt himself so encompassed Mfith 
fiifficulties and distresses arising from, aiid out 
0^ the former misgovemment; that he is be- 
trayed into a seeming inconsistence and indiscre^ 
tion, .which a superficial x)bservcr may arraign 
and. condemn, but which, oii a nearer investtga? 
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. tion, he will " fidif to have been the result afi 
discriminating infelligence, of a perfect and just 
comprehension of the peoplcy the placCj and the 
jcireufnstances, which he was called to direct. 

By considering the kind and quality of this 
population, by combining the circumstances of 
a weak and miserable Goveriiment, by looking 
at the evil consequences which a system of mis- 
rule, chicane, and cGsorder, had produced upon 
-this ill-organized rabble, the reader will then be 
able to appreciate the good sense, and excellent 
understanding, which directed that great man 
to give such large discretionary authority, to 
a person, whom he thought would exercise (as 
I flatter myself Colonel pictpn did, ^ that large 
authority to the best and most useful purposes, 
it is evident that Sir Ralph's principle of acting 
in this determination, arose entirely from consir 
^dering the confusion, anarchy, disunion, arid 
disorder, which he saw prevalent in the coun- 
try, and he wisely concluded, that aij active 
and honorable man, left unfettered in the fornjs 
«of administration, or even in the extent of his 
powers, was just in that situation in which a 
person -should be placed in the colony, after hp 
had once formed (contrary to the expectation 
expressed in His Majesty's instructions to him^) 
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ixy hope of retaining the possession* Me egA^ 
to Colonel Picton, an4 the expression vfosL 
well known to have been r!q)eate4 to many^ 
" I have placed you in a trying and delicatO'SiT 
'* tuation^^ and to givp you any chance of oyer- 
*' coming the djfpculties opposed to you, \ c^i- 
^ not leave you a strong garrison^ but I shall 
** give you ample powers." He said '* execute 
" Spaaish law as well as you can. Do justicf; 
'^ according to your conscience, arid that, ia all 
^^'- that can be expected from you. His Msgps- 
•* ty^s Government will be minutely informed of 
^ your situation, and no doubt will make aU 
** due allowances. '^ 

^ If any testimonies were i^anting to shew the 
general state of the island at the period of the 
conquest, the alarming degree of insubordinat 
^n which revolutions^ry principles had produ- 
jC^d among such a discordant and heterogeiu>u5r 
ma^s of materials, as the population of the isUnd 
afforded, I would refer my reader to them ia the 
Appendix, No. III. in which, from the ssMne 
source of authority, (the depositions on oath of 
the most respectable persons of the island at 
the time,) this state is fully prpyed. But my op- 
ponents may say, this is not to your particular 
desi^ ; oiir subject is Louisa Calderon, a^d not 
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tiie dtate o^ihe <col6ny. To sucih perscms I shall 
observe, thfirt I bay.e^ akeady, from the magis- 
trate's declarations, or interrogations on oath, 
I mean a copy of the process itself agsunst 
Louisa CalderoUi from the evidence of all 
those persons eoncemed in it, from the Escri- 
Vano Castro, the Alc?ilde Don Hilafio Begor- 
nty who commenced Ihe process, and who re- 
commended the pimishment to the Governor, 
and who saw it inflicted, from the odier Alcalde^ 
i)on Josef Farfaa, who contjluded the proceed- 
ii^; from the acknowledgment of the culprit 
'herself in ;her eastrsyudical exaibmations; fiom 
the testimony, on oadi of ihe jaikr, 'Vallot; irom 
the united deolaiatioa of every mux who had a 
past in it, )that the iproceedings were caniefi oit 
witii an fdbaervuuze lof the most cautious and 
regttbr ibfmis. J have ^proved idso from ihe 
evidenceof tdieiEscrivano, who on ttiis occasioa 
oii^t cOTt;aialy to ih^ xronsid^:^ en impartisll 
witoesB,* iftom ^diose of ilhe ^Alca)des, ami thb 
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* He was prosecuted by order oftke-^o^tJemsiilitoiienrs ia 
Conncil, Sir Samael Hood and Colonel Picton, for illegally 
aAid cdTIaslyely deUtenng up Ihe records bf fhe C((5Iony, of 
whidh he wds the sworn keeper, to llr. Fullarton. He wis^ 
tried before JOife Alcaldes, and (AstiiissiBa^om Ms regUonlhip 
. cf the^Cabtlflo, vluspendi^ tttsm Ihe bttce of Sscritano, tsA 
fined 330 doUarSi costs of suit, &c. 
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j&il6r Vallot, that Colonel Picton did not inter- 
fere in the smalleat^ in any part of the pro- 
eess, and conducted himself throughout wid) 
that ipfipartiality that became his station,' " with- 
" out being influenced by any other consider- 
^' ation than -the attainment of the ends of 
" justice, "t ^d in the teeth ctf those incredi- 
bly villainous and scandalous reports, which 
, have been circulated on this point,;): from all 
those, I say, I feel confident, that I have so 
far performed the promise I made to the puhlic^ 
in the beginning of this letter, viz. ^* that«o 
." fiir from any violation being offered to the 
** laws Whfch Colonel Picton was directed td 
^^ adniinister in the case of Louisa Calderoiv 
^- the most minute and scrupulous observance 
^^ of the most minute and scrupulous forms -of 
;*.'. that kwy was. rigidly adheted to throughout j 
JL^^ and that in every connexion and relation in 
*•*. which itcstDi be viewed^ it wiH be pronounced 
c^^ according to the. kws of the tribun^ imder 

'I' 'Castro's own words. ^ . 

t I hare requested a friend to ask Colonel Picton, if be 
e^er saw Louisa Calderon. either Wore^ or. since the daj of 
her coBunitment to jail for the robbery; He assured him, pu 
Us honor, he ne?er did, nor from that dav« imtil hesaw her 
in Westminster Hall. 
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^^ which she was born, and under which the 
habits of her mind and feelings took their 
rise^ a fair, impartial, just, an^ hpnorable 

^^trial.'' 
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I have taken no notice of some insinuations 

that have been spread abroad respecting the 

treatment of Louisa Cald^ron in prison, andf- 

the- length of tinae she was confined there r 

,ibr correct information on the first point, -I 

^ refer my reader ,to Appendix, No. .IV. And 

. ^ ^o the , ^eepn^ - the re;ader ha9 * hdid &qni 

Castro: the Escrivanofs.own declaration on- oath. 

:p8ge;126,.,>VMa/i m fault is tobfi4ai4jeither to 

. n the JudgCf or hims^] that tJ^ey. botti acted so 

•- "' ?M^ .^n^ ^b^ ^ffi^k'j tp ^^ sp^4ypi f^minati^ 
y as possible, , and io\ ^isfgmr tfje tmfJhLJ'] In4p- 
.pendent: qftbi^^:^ inspection of tih^ pi^oqess^ No. 

;L Appendix, wiU.cQnVince tll^^readc;]|j irqia |j^e 
dfites'iii the m^rgio,. that t:he'jdetei^tj(^n]3i jail 
wfes ;the inqVitifcteiCoosiequenjce :<)f(thp ini?^u|e 

• atfaintioiiilorthe fprmja^and prpcejdujfe^^f the-^pf- 
iii^h l^Wj and cannot jbecharged as a a £iglt^ther 
on the Escrivalio, the Alcaldes, or, the Governor. 

The x)^)ectioa:ofja [defensor is^ Iponc\ade;: ^iven 
1^. ourthe part of the prosecution as ipte^ajble ; 
U^'Mp} Lotiiffi^Cidderoa being rWde^ ags' 
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tlie 'Jiftiiifipt tb pit)ve this eireumstarruie ts so 
treditaWe to the gemus f)ff '(At. FctllartDn and 
Ms^^sii^ors, Mr. Smitb, alias Targas, alias^, alias, 
and Mr. Jtian Montes, that I reserve it for ^mu*- 
licular elucidation. 

Tfcere ii^ however, ain^thcT point of thfe ques- 
fiotn ^hich de^erveiJ a little mote consideration, 
and I hiVe ^signed it a distinet place in niy 

ibveistigation, from the trie vhich has becM^veiy 

genetafly n*cde tJf %, land 'froim the itnpottttnt 

ihare ^ich has fcreen assigned to it m the 

turpitude iffhieh ^en sorhe vrAl iheftning peih- 

^otm haite thought pfopei^ to atfaoh to ^s 

-pmrisfetrfigfift : It is 'fliis ; that notwithstanding 

all the fcrce of l!he !a^ authorities which^ ^6 

Iteti^ brought "forwardy and <ev«n gh^nthig tii&t 

the ttiAe^df the Becojpilacicte maite tto ^eifatkn 

Ha Vhe k)ld ^CaiittK^n code; prmming tbat tike 

pidi^hAi^ttt ^ ficket^ oi" tcirtur^ ims pM- 

Ibcrimeed'to be legid in Trbdnlad} itiU )it iloi^ 

Mfttn pr<^ed iiie6iit)r6V6riil»ly,« €bkit 'the puniih- 

^liiebt 'ictf L6ui!ia €ald€«ro<i ^ ^^ j«rv^ instttMe 
tif stfch V^entenoe bemg «^er tnflicitea tn thtr 
islasid; ^'ifhe "wknesses oalkd to f t^onsre this ^pbft 
Sid^^tiilii&rify ^^ ^Aad Mr. 

'9^(Af)ftf 9iiitt^ Utiii^flii^m df9iis^«tfte- 
ration^ page 67, cai^didly acknowledges, that 
it was the first time he ever had lecoursci to It 



^< dttring^tibe whole time df bn AlcAAeAnp^zad 
fti a period af ijwenty-one years that he lived in 
liieMand, and freqiieiitly fitted that reapecfeal^e 
office. 

iff the objection be intended (which Ijpresume 
it is) to insinuate, thatithe S|>a]|i$h governnien|; 
0f Trinidadt in (the former administration^ was 
fQ .consdeus af theinjustice xsfihc |>iinQipley aiid 
of tfae'iU efiects of its pnacttoe, as toim^pendi^ 
ineoiition cf theL^niiminsd laws in this respect ^ 
if it is intended to (siiew that the oppiohrium 
thus at^dbetd ito it in the §panij^ time is iin- 
«tased and a^raivated by its being executed, 
eifcd put in fproe by a deoiee of a JBdtish Go^ 
y^rnar, J y^i^ omch fear that the authors ^ 
lips sorter leasoniiig will take .npthu^g by the 
MfgMAeBJfc. For, in the .first )plac^ it is falseia 
^int^f fact I assert, that the Alcaldes were 
#( the lifthit of ordering .s^mmary ponishment^ 
equally severe, and much more painful, on occ^ 
sions of prevarication of the accused or accom* 
ffymt ^w wdeed in an(y ^thei^ cause thactit^ey 
^neeivodfmejt^ed thia «or4;r9f torlwe. I fkn^w 
A«m>avrth€M[^ '^t $hsswasia)ctu»V^ tbeqase. Jf. 
rtite ftom 1^ i»fo(matioai of Mr. •Gourvri^le, . 4 
jgMitleinap 6f^(K)Adde];able£3^tune. h^ char 
ttgUXy ^Q4{ftei(red on the trials who had ^k4 
th« first offices under the government, and resided 



tlie 'Sftiimpt £b ptoire this cittumstaxiiit h acr 
trcditable to <he gemus of ]fe[t. PtiHartDn and 
fais>A.^£ii^ors, Mr. Smith, alias Vargas, alia^ alias, 
and Mr. Jtian Montes, that I reserve it for par- 
ticular elucidation. 

Tfcere ii^ however, another poiot of thfe ques- 
fiotn ^hich d^erveiJ a little more eonsideratioh, 
and I hstVe ^signed it a distinet place in niy 
ibvestigation, from the trie vhich has been veiy 
genetafly miide tJf it, laad 'from the importSnt 
^hare ^ich has Seen assigned to it m the 
turpitude Irhich ^en some vrell meanitig pef- 
soiiit haite 'thought pYopei^ to atfaoh to His 
puriistttAiefit ; It is fliis ; that notwithstanding 
all the fcrcc of l!he Ja^*- authorities which t^ 
hare brought if^ward, and €ren granting tii&t 
the c6d€Pdf the Becojpilaofcm maite «o s{he<iatk|ti 
fti Vhe "oM iCaiittKan code; presuming tbat tike 
j^nbBttKMt w incKet, of tovtbre^ tms pi)0> 
'itotmced ' to 1be legtd ia Trnniad'} still it >lais- 

'itaeue '<df LcViitea Cslderoii %} :^ Jli^it iastttMe 
of stfch V-senttfnce toeng tti&t teflieted in tiiar 
island '9^ 'vknesses oalkd t6 'prave Ijib ^fiiit 
did ^edlMofy 'flgMie itptila the ptiiKt ; 'Ab4 lifr. 

<9%di^t9uit«^ <i!t tik^?e#<^oa dfibi»<lMte- 
ration, page 67, cai^didly acknowledges, that 
3t was the first time he ever had lecoursci to It 
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^' diurifig^tbe wliole time df bn AlcAAedkap,'* bhA 
3i a period of 'twenty-one years that he lived in 
liie island, and frequently filled that tespectal^e 
cfliee. 

If the ol^eotion be intended (which I presume 
it is) to insinuate; that the Spanish government 
0f Trinidad, in the former administration^ was 
w consdeus of the injustice of the princfple; md 
of the^iU cffiscts of its piacttoe, as to mi^pend ^ 
txeodtion of the criovnsd laws in this respect $ 
if it is intended to ^hew that the opprobrium 
thus attached to it in the §pani^ time k ^ 
oeased ai^ aggravated by its being executed, 
add put in ibree by a deoree of a British Go- 
^prmcr, J very much fear that the authors of 
ti^ sort of wasonipg will take notbiiiig by the 
MgUEieat. For^ in the first ^plac^iy it is falseia 
l^fMnt^f faot I assert, that the Alcaldes were 
ill dielt^it of ordeimg sammaiy pnnishmentg 
equally severe, and much more psunful, on occi^ 
sions of prevarication of the accused or accom* 
flmfiB^ -w wdead in an(y other cause that ^ey 
fADcdvedfrnQHted thia sortrpf torture. I fknow 
fimsi'aAi^MMfbjr '^t tbss^vasiactua)^ tbecase. J 
sfwle liom the wfoafnatioai of Mr. -G^Hin^e^ ^ 
0mtiii!mm ef^ooMidetable ^D^tune and l^gh char 
Mfiter, w^o^i^peiued on the trial, who had £|Ue^ 
the first offices under the government, and resided 
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in Tnnidad for twenty-six years, and who is yet 
in this country, and may be referred to, that the 
Alcaldes were in the constant habit, and^ he.af* 
firms, legal habit, of ordering different kinds, of 
. summary punishments for prevarication. That 
to come at the truth, when a good probable 
cause was made out that it was colicjealed, pun* 
ishments of various kinds were practised on boUi 
mulattos and blacks. They w^re sometimes 
ordered a hundred lashes to oblige dieni to coh^ 
fess ; sometimes their thumbs were bound 
tightly together with cords, and ^ then the 
shoulders were thrown back> and their atms 
tied tightly together behindj, as we see done 
with rogues, I believe, in this countryfi who 
are taken up on strong suspicions,' to be 
brought pinioned to jail: -sometimes their 
heads were put through a sort of stocks -to 
the neck^ and lying on their beUies> in thif 
position they remained for a very considerable 
time. ^ " ^ :^-^^-y* 



J V. ■ ■• 



This was very general on all the coasts, ^plutif 
cularly of Cumana and Angustura. Sut it majr 
be asked. Why did not Mr. Gourville state tl^s 
on his examination? The reason is evident^ 
and must have been observed by any person wh^ 
^nras by^ and saw the most dissatisfactory, and 
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distressing Mray in * which the evidence of the 
witnesses was delivered ; interpreters were eta* 
ployed who neither understood the languages, 
nor seenied to me to possess common sense. 
But independent of this, Mr. Gourville totally 
misunderstood the nature of the word torture 
which was put to him. Mr. Gourville never 
thought that the punishments, which the Ma- 
gistrates or Alcades were in the habit of order* 
ing according to law, were tortures in the vulgar 
and oommon acceptation of that word* Mr. 
Gourville was in the act of ex[daining the sort 
of punishment which I have described, and others 
whidi I have not* troubled .my reader with de- 
tailing; when he was stopped by the. Counsel, 
I say stopped by the Counsely and prevented 
firoin giving that information which lie was 
called iipou to give. Well might Mr. GourviHfe 
ciy out, "Jamais ! Jamais !" of which Mr. Gar- 
row, Mdth inverted ingenuity, made such generouk 
and jitst use. . Torture, in' Mr. Goiyville's com- 
prehension of the word, was certainly not the 
picket, but an application of far greater severity, 
.which Jn the ordinary kind most frequently 
occasioned dislocation, and oti er serious injuries-; 
and in the extraordinary, such as ' breaking 
<m the wheel, was generally followed by death. 
These were flie modes of torture to which Mr. 
Gourville gave the emphaticai '^ Jamais!". and 



ivhi(^ Mr. G^TTOvr tortured dirictl^ mt6 H flat 
kad full tienial of the practised but painfbl dufies 
in the staficm of an Alcade. 



I theretfore mamtain, that the recpgnitioi 
of the principle and practice of this sort of 
{Htnishmeut is thus complete, and its iull and 
entire establiidhnient as a law and practice of tlili 
country in the greater cases, such as iliat of 
•Louisa Caldeton's, where the process w&s omiei 
on before the Goyemor^s tvilntnal^ is mamred 
imlj/ by an ordonnance, or r^ulation, winch 
required all the inferior tnbunats to taamraist 
Jtheir sentences to the Royal Audience of Caiac- 
cas for tpfHTobation, mitigation^or rejection, 

vBut in cases of importatnce, ndiere lai^ I'obfad* 
lies were committed, m cases of ^faur^laries^ mof 
leader is long since informed/ that the Trmidad 
jgovernment had not the power to punisAi, or ^ 
inflict their own sentences, t>r to ^ezjecuteflieir 
^wn decrees. These were all Bent^ «onie|thnas 
with, and aometmuss >witboiit the prisoner, to tlv^ 
XI!araccas; and instances lare m^t udfrequenjt'tff 
•the culprit and tl^ decree bdng both^refeuracd 
to Port of Spain ^wdve months and moore tfter 
they had beeai «ent away fay the fGoveroor, 
with orders for the eopecution cf the prismcTf 
uiod wh^ eirery ;drcmn8kaiKce jfre^ectiiig^'tiun 
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and Us emoe w» adaiost calmSy forgotten. 
Ind^endent o£ AiB, I must lemind my leadei^ 
that in such x case as Lotiisa Calderon's, die 
fNinishment was not for a crhne actualfy cmn* 
mitted, bu^ accofding to the princi]^ of the 
Spanish law, it was to extract a declaration 
(fiomr an accessaiy in a. robbery which had been^ 
dicumstantially proved, and acknowledged by 
the pvty,) oi what thejf hud dbne with the 
jWiiitry M pbmdtretL If it became necessary 
tD send such preliminaiy sentences as Acse 
t» the Boyal Audience c£ Caraccas, there must 
ie an end to all government; you could not 
only not iniict a sentence for asceitained ddin- 
ffaencyy or conviction of guilt, but youcould not 
go the previous step which those laws allow, 
ti^discovar the foet of commisskm cmt perpetra- 
tioB, on such grounds of su^cion as their ablest 
Jttffisconsttlts recognisse just and redsooable In 
all minor cases it has been shewn, diat the 
Alwldes were not restrained in the exerdse; 
in cases of magnitude the kw interfered and 
prevented them, j&nd surely in a cas^ which 
baa been j»(onounced and acknowledged by 
magistrates of great eaperierae^ men who had 
lived for more than twenty years in the colony, 
as supoic^ in magnitude to aay within the scope 
of their lemembrance; in a case friuch involved 
consequences of a veiy serious naCur^ where the 
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cotifidenbe between the master ami servsttii-ii 
destroyed to suc^ an extent as to swallow tip the 
whole ; fortune of a poor and industrious hard«»* 
working man, who had, by the closest industry 
and the most attentive vigilance, collected a 
sum which constituted his all ; I say, in such a 
case, it appears to me that the vigorous -anti 
unqualified condemnation of a Spanish law 
sentence being. executed upon a Spanish person; ' 
whose habits of mind and feelings, as I have 
before said, were formed aiid settled 1:)y- those 
laws, who had for her whole Hfe lived under 
the severe ^operations of them ♦, and who had' 
never known any otlier ; I say, that in such 
qircuinst^iices, the man who arraigns either the 
conduct of the magistrate who tried the cas^ 
and recommended the sentence, or the determi-- 
nation of the Judge who followed that magis- 
terial recommendation as the sentence of the law 
^nd the rule of his conduct, mg.y pos^es^ feelings . 
which, abstractedly taken, dp credit to his heart;* 
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* It may seem to some persons, I suppose, rather an ag» 
gravation of this imputed crime to state, that Louisa Calderdn 
was of a class esteemed yUe in the eye of the Spanish' law ; 
and of a profession that subjected her to the utmost seVei^ 
of treatment on all criminal pecasions. . 

If it should be so considered, let it be remembered, . at th« 
«ame time, that the defect (if there be one,) is in the law^ 

* 

and not in the magisti;ate yrho executes it*. 
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but I will be bold to say, in tde face of the 
Pfeople of England, with the blood of an 
Englishman flowmg in my Vems, and willi 
the honeat and unaffected pfactice dT hnma- 
nity and charity, which I trust have ever 
marked my actions and conduct in life, that 
0uch a man does not possess an undersUimSng^ 
which, when called into action in difficult and 
trying* situations^ -will either add to his own 
leputation, or to die permanence and stabifitjr 
cf the ft^ftish Empire. Is -these any inan of 
comqaon sens^ who will . say that a British 
officer^ as soon as the acddents of servkie ' 
l^ace him in a situation where his total igno*- 
lance of the laws, customs,' and manjiers of a 
newly conquered pe<^le must be pre-suppo8ed» 
and where he is required and. directed to act 
only according to the best <^ his judgment that 
a miracle is; to be wrought upon his under- 
^tuniing, and that be is to be immediatdy 
fflled with a complete knowledge of all the sta- 
tutes^ old and new, all the onhnanoes, ancient 
and modern^ by which that country ever has 
been governed r Will any man look me in the 
&c^ and say this without laughing at me? 
Colonel Picton, 1 hope, had not such vain and 
conceited notions^-, as to suppose, that, his judge- 
ment had been ddecated of all hiunan errors^ 
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that the linuts of his cocdprehetudoA wero 
suddenly extended, and without an hoiw of 
previous study, without practice, or principle 
he wais to be instantaneously versed m the »> 
condite knowledge of a deep, and often obscure 
Spanish jurisprudence. Can any conside^te or 
reflecting person persuade himself, that whea 
tiliere were men of talents and experience* to 
advise,^ direct,, and instruct him in a new sys* 
tern of legal practice. Colonel Picton couM 
have the folly> the temerily, the criminal e& 
ftontery to take upon himself, after a short resi* 
dence in the country, to direct ti^ose very per* 
sons in ]the practice; and execution of those lawi 
which they had been administering for the 
greater part of their lives ? If there be a peiv 
son who entertains such contemptible opuHOOft 
ef the understanding and conduct of Cbkm^ 
Picton, I must say, that they ]|:now him* ^r 
dunk him . a very different man from what I 
da No, Colonel Picton did no sucb Hmgi 
his great object was tO' encourage and support 
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* Perhaps there is not a British possession in all'flie 
West Indies, tbat afforded two men of greater itatiural 
taleivte, fltnd of more experience, Aan the islai^- of Trfaridady 
i mean, Mr. Black and Mr. Begorrat, with wh<^ Coioiitet 
Picton consulted^ on all diffiouU occasions. 
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the magistrate in the execution of his duty ; he 
knew from experience, the invaluable conse- 
quences which had derived to his government, 
from the ardent and zealous protection which 
he offered to every officer under his command, 
civil and military. Peace, order, tranquillity, 
and happiness, extension of commerce and of 
agriculture ; all these, and much more, were the 
result of a close and uninterrupted attention to 
the administration of justice in every depart- 
ment. What was it that produced those ho- 
norable and unquestioned testimonials found in 
the whole course of the interrogatories in the 
body of the return to the mandamus so often 
alladed to ? ^liy have those active and zealous 
magistrates come forward when their praise or 
eulogium could be of no use or interest to 
themselves, except where the foul breath of 
such a calumniator as Mr. FuUarton would 
.scandalously insinuate, that -they were leagued 
and colleagued with him in crimes, and com- 
bined and united in a system of tyranny, op- 
pression, and blood. Is it natural, is it reason- 
able, is it fair, nay is it possible to suppose 
that when the Escrivano Castro brought up the 
Tecommendation from the magistrate^ and with 
all the concomitant forms usual and necessary 
4>n such occasions, explained the proceedings, 
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md virtually acting in his capacity ad As- 
sessor, dictated, literally dictated, totidem verbis^ 
the sentence of the law ; that at such a con- 
juncture, and under such circumstances, Colo- 
nel Pictofl could be actuated by any sentiment 
but an obedience to that law and that form, of 
which he had been, during the whole course of 
his administration, labouring diligently, and 
unremittingly to extend the benefits, by precept, 
by persuasion, and by example? That any 
thhig of tyranny, malice, or ill-will, or any 
sordid passion could intermingle itself towards 
a low and unhappy culprit, wlrom he had never 
in his life seen, is utterly inconfprehensible, ex- 
cept by persons who possess more o^ the niind 
of an evil spirit, than a human being* Can it 
be believed, that the author of this prosecwtioti, 
Mr. Fulkrton, ' had in hij^ possession for week^, 
• the original of the very copy of the process of 
which I have given the heads in the Appendix ? 
that he must have been fully master of all the 
formalities and attentions which were paid to 
the smallest forms of that law by the Alcaldes 
who conducted it ? and yet with all this staring 
him in the face> with tiie nrost perfect convic- 
tion of the base principles on which he grounded 
this charg-e, and in spite of all the comptinctioils 
and visitations of a troubled conscience, yet 



did he persevere, ttue to the motto nr hich he ha§ 
prefixed to his last book, which, for the amuse^ 
ment of toy reader, I thu.^ tratislate 2 

^^ Ta he cede malb, sed contra aadentior itd;** 

Ne'er let disgrace, disaster, or dismay* 
Arrest yoiir progress, or dbdtruct ydnr way ; 
fie bold in wickedness, absoly'd fr6fti shAihft 
Let fev'rj Tiee degrade^ and brand your name* 

And now to a most material and a most cu^ 
rious part of this inquiry. Attributing, as I do, 
by far the greatest part of the obloquy which 
has been thrown on Colonel Pictoil for his ob^ 
servance and attention to the administration 
0f the laws which he was directed to administer^ 
to ineens dnd practices^ of which I fchall pro- 
duce some specimens before I closfe this letter, 
knd which in point of atrocity perhaps etceed 
toy-that ever were resorted to in tlie most Ikeii* 
fious period of our history, with every due 
allowance and consideration for the tfffectj 
Irhich the machinations of the most malicibu^ 
atid subtle enemy could produce, still I iaxva&t 
Sease to wotider and to ask^ how it is podsibl^ 
fbat some petsons of sober mindis and impartial 
JD^ement^ could be so far (influeilced I shall 
tot say) but deluded by rq>resaiita!dif)iur fo 
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which it must baffle even common credulity 
j,or one moment to give credit or reception. Let 
me ask on^ plain and simple question; why 
has all this noisy and vaporous representation of 
tyranny, of inhumanity, of cruelty, and all the 
other epithets which vulgar malice could sug- 
gest, been crammed down the throats of the 
people, of this country ? Let me demand^ and I 
challenge an answer from any man in the na- 
tion, lawyer or no lawyer, of whatever state or 
profession — rWhat crime has Colonel Picton 
been really guilty of in the punishment of Louisa 
Calderon ? Has he been accused of, or indicted 
for a breach of an EngHsh or British law? 
No. Is he accused of punishing a British 
subject contrary to a British statute? — No.. 
Did the Grand Jury of Middlesex find a true 
bill against him for a wanton infraction of an 
act of parliament ? — No. Was he tried by the 
Court of King's Bench on such a charge ? — ^No 
such thing. Was he even tried for a breach of 
that law under which he, and all the magts- 
trates who acted with *him, conceive4, and 
proved themselves bound by r — By no means- 
Was he convicted of a breach of any of those 
laws or ordinances ? — I say, certainly not. — I 
annoimce to the people of England, and my 
character .as a man of. honor and veracity, is 
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staked and pledged upon the declaration, 'Hiat 
Colonel Picton wa3 convicted by a British Jiiry, 
on the statement or averment of law which 'Boes 
not subsist, which never did subsist, except 
in the bold assertion of Mr. FuIlarton*s couiisel. 
He said, that Colonel Picton was bound to ad- 
minister the law which he found in Trinidad at 
the time of the conquest. He maintained, that 
this was not the Old Castilian Spanish law ; it 
was the Recopilacion delas Indias :— Isat near 
him. He astonished me ! The noble and learned 
Judge heard him ! — What shall 1 say, he be- 
lieved him ! The Jury of course believed him, 
and they found accordingly ! ! 

I have good reason here to implore my rea- 
der's patience, and I turn so to do with eager- 
ness, anticipating that he has pronounced me 
a vain and conceited man to presume to arraign 
'the opinions or question the knowledge of a 
person so high, and so eminent in the profession 
of the law. Let me entreat him to consider 
for one moment that I am not contesting with 
that learned gentleman on what is, or is not, 
the law of the British empire. This would be 
an arrogance and a folly for which I should well 
deserve the character of an ideot or a bedlamite : 
• I am simply contesting a question of general 
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infitrmafion, , which I have a right, and am enr 
titled to do; and o|i this ground, and thifi 
aloi:|c, is the learned- gentleman my opponent 
Thi?. learned counnel knows wH^n assertion is 
better than reasoning. Her^ was no occasiq^ 
fpr UhoriQMS research ; no folios^ no dates, np 
ancient ^i^thorities, no Edwards qv JJenrys, np 
jus gentium to refer tp, A stout, firm, shrfl 
I say ras.h and brainless ^aertion, assured) s^t)^ 
^ed, and convinced his hearers, and saved him 
all the trouble and labor of intell^ptuftl ^xfp* 
tion. 

What the law is which prevails, pf dpe? aot 
prevail, in the Spanish West India colonies, 
I bold n^yself as competent to Jcnow, and tp be ^ 
Judge of, as Mr. G., or any other lawyer |n 
Engjland ; and I shall lose all pretension to the 
reputatipn ^P which I aspire in this publication, 
if the next trial of Colpnel Picton does nof pkoe 
beyond all doubt, question, oi' controversy, the 
law and the doctrine which I have, maintain^ on 
the subject. Can any of my readers besurpriacd 
(I am sure they will not when they Reflect) that I 
express myself in tbesj5 strong and unqnijlified 
ternisj, wli^en they ^re tpld that the day, tl^j 
inauspicious day, I much fear, th^t the Couft 
fit Westniinster JiglJ sftt in judgment on thi» 
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impcH-tant questioo, it virtually, I may say^ 
itsolved itself into a Spamsh criminal court, (thi9 
is the (act, sophisticate it as you will,) feeling 
itself, and of course publicly declaring itself, 
perfectly skilled in, and competent to judge, all 
.matters and things relating thereto. 

I am no lawyer : I know nothing of the powers 
of the Court of King's Bench ; it may be com- 
petent to take cognizance of every thing above 
the earth and below the earth, of atrial as well aa 
of corporeal substances, for aught I know, or 
pretend to know ; I barely state a fact, which no 
man can controvert, that the Court of King's 
3ench did, by the mere sitting in judgement 
upon the case of Louisa Calderon wrsui Thomas 
Picton ; or, if my reader prefers the l^al lan-^ 
gnage, ** The King against Thomas Picton, 
^^ Esq.," did, I say, deem and pronounce itself 
armed with sufficient power, and endowed with 
sufficient knowledge and skill in the Spanish cri^- 
mtnal law, to award sentence and pass judgement 
on the said Thomas Picton, Esq., in the case of 
Louisa Calderon. As the great Dr. Johnson 
said in some part of his Biographical Remarks, 
^ I am now walking upon ashes, under which the 
** fieiy embers have not been yet extinguished.** 
flowe\Tr, I neither mean nor intend the smallest 
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disrespect : for the noble and learned Judge who 
tried the case, I feel the most reverential respect ;- 
of the verdict of an English Jury 1 think as an. 
Englishman should ; in every case, situation, and. 
circumstance connected with English law, the 
opinion and verdict of the Court of King's Bench, 
is, in my mind, most sacred : but when that 
Court, by whatever power or privilege it may be 
sanctioned, came to resolve itself, as I have 
before said and re-assert, into a Spanish criminal 
tribunal, consequently declaring itself endowed 
with' sufficient knowledge of that Spanish law 
to try and decide upon the justice or injustice of 
any act committed under its cognizance, it did 
what, I will venture to maintain, no reasonable 
man could expect it was, or could be, fairly,- 
fully, and effectually . for all the purposes of 
the investigation of truth, or the due execution 
of that law, competent to do ; what it was 
impossible, I say, it could do; and what I 
have proved that the verdict of that Coart 
completely bears me out in saying that it did not 
do. 

I hope. and trust that I may not be mis- 
understood in what I have said on this subject; 
that it will not be supposed I am presuming 
to arraign the proceedings and the verdict 
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of the Court of King's Bdnch. Far from it ; 
I firmly believe that that Court did all that 
could be done under the circumstancesy " that 
** it made the best of the case*." It made 
endeavours and approximations to truth; but 
surely it is scarcely necessary to add, after what 
I have already said, that if there were but the 
single following circumstance to prove what I 
have been advancing, it would place the matter 
beyond doubt or contradiction; and that cir- 
cumstance is this ; that if the Court of King's 
Bench possessed all the knowledge and skill in 
tlie Spanish law which it is acknowledged, and 
to the honour, boast, and glory of England uni- 
versally agreed, that it possesses of English law, 
would it suffer Mr. G. to rise up and advance 
that to be a law which does not exist? Would it 
suffer him, or any other lawyer, without contra- 
diction, to maintain, in the face of the court, 
that in Jamaica or Antigua, or any other of 
our possessions, a system of laws, or an act 
of parliament, prevailed there wliich never were 



* *^ With respect to the lazo of Spainy I may say, with 
'^ great deference to fhe Noble Lord who presides in thic 
^^ Court, that of this he is supposed to have no knowledge 
** whatever.'*^. 

Yidg Mr. Ballasts Speech «it Genend Picton's JVial. 



enacted ? Certainly not. If any lawyer could 
have been mad enough tq have expressed hunself 
in such an ignorant way, the Court would have 
instantly silenced him. Y?t have wc seen a man 
r}se up, and bojdly a^seriy without contradiction, 
stop, or opposition, that a system of law essen^* 
tially differing in its principk and practice frona 
tjie parent state, (a difference in itself seemingly 
*nnat«rftl and unreasonable,) was prevalent, stiU 
subsists, and takes place in the most obscure and 
in&iguificant corner of its colonies. After witv 
nessing such a thing, can \ hesitate from saying; 
that the; trial was but an approximation to truth ? 
No, it is impossible. 

Jn investigating the fotiP different parts of tht 
charge against Colonel Picton which have passed 
under my examination, I trust that I have, to the 
entire conviction of my readers, unanswerably 
poYcd, that three parts of these four into which 
I divided it for the purpose of a more complete 
and distinct refutation, are utterly |k)se, ground? 
less, and scandalous ; I mean, the ^eco??(/part, which 
charged him with punishing Louisa p^lderon 
*^ under a supposiiipn of a robberif ;" the thir4 
part, in which an improper interference of 
Colonel Picton in her trial and punishment 
is insinuated, on aeeount, as Mr. FuUartoii 
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IPiliciously observes, ** of Pedro Ruiz being 
** an agei>t frequently employed by Cotonej 
*' ^^ictop." And the fourth part, which states 
** the punishment \q be applied with such seve^ 
** rity that she fell dpwn in appearance dead, 
** and there was no physician or surgeon to 
^^ sist.'^-^Vide Appendix, No. IV. I now come to 
th^^t part, of whicli, in page 136, 1 have promised 
ipy reader a particular elucidation, and which I 
pledged myself to make so creditable to the 
genius of Mr. Fullarton. It stands |irst in %h^ 
^vision, and is, ^^ For the application pf torture tQ 
" extort confession from Louisa Calderon, ^ 
" girl nnder fourteen years of age ;" that is, to a 
person of that age whom the Spanisli law exempts 
from punishment of that nature. I am of opi-r 

m 

moT\f that Mr. FuUarton, in his eagerness tq rea- 
der this a full and perfect criminating charge, 
entire and complete in aU its pointy and bearings, 
for a moment lost sigbt of the original principU 
pn which he grounded the charge itself The 
charge itself, taken wholly and altogether, M^as 
for torturing a Spanish girl. We shall for a 
moment go along with Mr. FuUarton in the 
principle, and forget the ciscumstances ; and his 
indictment so far says, " for unlawfully, mali-* 
^^ ciously, and without any probable cause, in- 
'^ flicting the torture on !(x)uisa Calderon^ one of 
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*• His Majesty's subjects." Had the charge, aSf 
it is placed in the council books of Trinidad> 
ran tkusy or had the indictment been worded in 
this way J the thing would have been unqualified ; 
but when the words, ** of under fourteen years 
" of age," are found in both, there seems a sus^ 
picion that Mr. Fullarton had, for a moment, 
as I have ^aid, lost sight of his principle — Ali- 
quando bontis dormitat Homerus ! — On the face 
, of the indictment it is difficult (except for a law- 
yer) for a man of common-place understanding 
to decide whether Colonel Picton is charged 

• 

with ^* unlawfully, maliciously, and without 
probable cause, torturing Louisa Calderou, 
one of his Majesty's subjects," or whether he 
is accused of ** unlawfully, maliciously, and 
^* without probable cause, torturing Louisa Cal- 
•* deron, a girl under Jourteen years of age^^ 
The difference (with submission to the lawyers) 
seems to me material, nay vital ; perhaps I should 
say, to be understood by them^ fatal ; fatal for 
this reason, that if Colonel Picton is to be tried 
upon tlie charge of having, contrary to law, 
inflicted the torture on Louisa Calderon, "^i 
** under fourteen years ofage^' then the question 
of guilty or not guilty would depend entirely on 
the proof of her age; and this would be all 
that tlie jury should be permitted to consider 
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and determine ; or, to speak intelligibly to the 
lawyers, ** all that should go to the jury," 
or " all for their consideration ;" and to my dull 
legal optics this certainly seems to be the most 
natural meaning of the charge and indictment — 
because we are sure, that torture to extort con- 
fession was the law of Spain : It is uncontra- 
dicted even by Mr. FuUarton and his counsel 
that it is now the law of Spain ; and if I liave 
been able to prove that those criminal laws are 
in full force in the island of Trinidad, then I say, 
that the qualification or ejpception of his diarge 
stands, and alone stands ; because it has not 
been attempted to be denied, excused, or pal- 
liated, that if Louisa Calderon could be proved 
to have been a minor, or under fourteen years, 
at the time she was punished, the magistrates, 
and consequently by implication Colonel Picton, 
would have been found to have acted illegally, 
and they would have been left without defence 
or plea of ignorance ; because according to those 
laws, as cited and proved by Mr. Begormt, this 
question of age was. the vety first that should by 
law be put to Louisa Calderon in the commence- 
ment of the process, and which was actually put 
to her by Mr. Begorrat. 
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Q. Did ever Louisa Calderon, in any stagr 



" of the procc€ditig8 befofe ydiir tribunal, dlfeg* 
^ that sliMg was a minora and dtider the age oj^ 
•* fourt^eii years ? 

" A. No : on the contrary, in her first extra* 
^* judicial declaration, which I have already hien- 
** tioned, the first question put to her before th|t 
**. Escrivano Castro was as to her age and pro* 
** fession > and she answered, that she hadpasn^d 
^^ fourteen years ; and as to her profession, sh*-, 
•' had been living with Pedro Ruiz, as his con-* 
•* cubine, for near three years ; which declariH 
" tion left no doubt with me as to her Sigif 
** as the law fixed the age of puberty at 
*• twelve years," 

The principle of torture, or tlie law which pre* 
Tailed in Trinidad on this subject, was the simple 
question which was tried and found. The juiy 
l^lieved Mr. G.*s most unfounded and ignorant 
assertion that there zvas no law, and they natur^ 
rally and justly found according as the law was 
laid down by Mr. G. But did they find Colonel 
Picton guilty of breaking the law, because Louisa 
Calderon was under fourteen years of age ? No } 
the question was not agitated. And why was it 
not put to the jury according to the words, or 
counts, (begging the lawyers' pardon,) of the 
indictment ? This is the very query that I am 
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now to answer, leaving skli my legal doubts^ 
as above described, as a bone for the kwyers to 
gniw if they think proper. 

There can be little doubt that Mr. FuHarton 
used every honest industry to ascertain with 
exactness the precise age of Louisa Calderon. 
The grossest part of his charge, I mean that part 
which, if it had been ascertained, would have 
Itggravated Colonel Picton's imputed crime ill 
the first place, but, wimt was more material to 
Mr. FuUarton's purpose, it would have had a 
greater popular effect in this country : the pla-^ 
cards, and the posture master figures, the blacks 
and the whites, the spikes and the |)ulleys, and 
the whole /«j/f/i// apparatus of beautiful imagery 
tirat have been exhibited to the good people of 
Loftdoti, , and exported in Waggcm loads in 
oetavod, duodecimos, and quartoB cut down^ 
hi pamphlets, half pamphlets, all at reduced 
prices, to the wholesale and retail dealers iii 
the country, all these have lost their fine relief 
atid most glowing colour by the failurt of that 
essential and integral part— the absence of the 
bloom and flower and blossom attending Made- 
moiselle Calderon when at thirteen years of age. 
Mr. FuUarton's honor and reputation Were staked 
to prove it ; it was sworn before the grand jurv ; 
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It was put to the petty jury ; it was announced to 
all England^ to the lieges of Scotland, to the 
ladies who received, her on her landing at Glas- 
gow, and who commiserated the hard usage of 
the tender and interesting young Spanish Se- 

iiora : all the Pritish empire rung with the intel- 
ligence ; and the veracity of Mr. Fullarton was 
staked to make good the point. I have pre- 
faced the business a little more circumstantially 
than I otherwise should, if I had not committed 
myself to exhibit Mr. Fullarton's genius in his 
endeavours to accomplish what he found a little 
more difficult to complete than he was first 
aware of: however, though he failed, there 
remains the hand of a master it is evident. 
O artificem probum ! What was his first step ? 
The register x)f her baptism — ^for I cannot deny 
that Louisa is a Christian. Copying the real 
register, or tearing out the page in which it was 
registered, would have been a clumsy piece of 
artifice, which would neither answer the pur- 
pose of an ingenious fraud, nor accomplish the 
object in view ; What was to be done ? The 
Priest !. happy thought* ! The Reverend Father 
Josef Maria Angeles. 



* At furiis Caci mens eflera, ne quid inaasum 
Autintracta^um scelerisvc dolWe fuisset ; 

ViRo. JEn. 8. 1. 205, 
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Let us hear the Reverend and Holy Father. 



Before the Court. 

I Present, 

The Lieutenant-Governor. 



The Reverend Father Josef Maria Angeks^ 

on Oath. 

The witness was here desired to produce the 
register ; which he did. 

" Q. Does that book contain the register of 
" the baptism of Louisa CalderQn. 
« A, Yes. 

" The witness w^ de3ired to turn to the entry 
^^ made in tb^ register of the baptism of Louisa 
^^ Calderon, He first shewed a memorandum 
•* on the date of September 17&8, Folio 59 in 2 ; 
♦^ and afterwards he pointed out Folio 89. a c 
" in 2 of the said registry, wherein was written 
" as follows ;— i 
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SPANISH. 

" Luisa Parvula Hija natural cle Maria del 
'* Rbsario Calderon Proveniente de Cariaco 
" Provincia de Cumana en Costa firma, nacio 

" a viente y cinco de Agosto del ano mil sete- 
" cientos ochenta y ocho (y oy dia once de 

*^ Septiembre del mismo ano en esta Rectorial 

m 

" Iglesia la Conception de nuestra Senoria Par- 
" roquial del Puerto de Espana siendo Madrina^ 
" Luisa Villegas Parde libre accompanada de 
^ Juan Santiago Bacuba Pardo libre instruido 
" del Parentesco Espiritual y demas Obliga- 
" clones en acto tan solemne contrahidas) fue 
" segun las Formulas y Cerenionias del Ritual 
" Romano baptizada solemnemente por el Pres- 
" bitero D. B, Estovan Aneses y Arragon Sacris- 
** tan de Cura Castrense Parroco Rector que 
^* soy de los nuevos Colonos de la Isla Trinidad 

" de Barlovento, y de los Antiguos Habitante^ 
" del Puerto de Espana por S. M. C. 

*^ De que doy fe 

'* B.Josef Maota Angeles-" 
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ENGLISH, 

* ... 

" Louisa, an infant, natural daughter of Maria 
del Rosario Calderon, coming from Cariaco^ vx 
the province of Cumana, on the Costa Fiona, 
BORN THE 25th OF August 1788, (and this 
" day, the 1 1 th of September of the same year, 
" in this rectorial church the Coixception of our 
** Lady, the parish- church of the Port of Spain, 
" Louisa Villegas, a free mulattress,. being her 
" godmother, accompanied by Juan Santiago 
" Bacuba, a free mulatto, informed of the spi- 
** ritual relationship, and other obligations, con- 
" tracted by so solemn an act), she was, agree- 
" able to the forms and ceremonies of the Roman 
" ritual, baptized solemnly by the presbiter, Don 
" Estevan Aneses, and Arragon Sacristan, mili- 
> ' tary curate and parish rector that I am of the 
" new settlers of the island of Trinidad to wind- 
" ward, as also of the ancient inhabitants of the 
" Port of Spain by his Catholic. Majesty, w*. 
*' To which I give, faith, 

^* Josef Maria Angeles/' 

" Aneses." 
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^' Q. Is the manuscript iu Folio 59 in your 
" hand-writing? 

" A. Ves. 

" Q. Is the entry in Folio ng in S in your 
" hand- Writing; was it made at the time of the 
'* baptism of Louisa Calderon, or afterwards ? 

** A. It is in my hand-writing, and entered two 
** or three months aftenJoardsJ"* 

Mr. Attorney General moved the Court Aat 
the Reverend Father Pedro Reyes Bravo, the 
Vicar-General of the Colony, be directed to 
inspect the book of registry of baptisms pro- 
duced by the witness Josef Maria Angeles ; 
and that he appear before the Court, and deliver 
on oath at the next meeting the observations 
he has then made upon such book, and the 
entries therein. This motion objected to by Mr, 
Hayes, but over-ruled by his Excellency the 
G&oernoK 



The Mev. Father Josef Maria Angeh$ 

otmtinzied. 

** Q. How much time elapsed between the 
** baptism of Louisa Calderon and the making 
** of the entry i 
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" A. 1 believe one year or more. 

* * Q. Do you mean to swear that the ektry 
** was fairly made, and that in the fHUking of it 
'* you acted consistent ty with your duty as a 
* ' priest^ and your feelings as a conscientious 
** man? 

*' A. Ves. 

** Q. Have you any doubt of the child having 
** been baptized, and at the time mentioned iu 
*^ the memoranda ? 

'' A. None. 

*' Q. From what source of information was 

t]he exaft day of the birth of Louisa Calde- 

ron ascertained as entered in the registfy ? 

*' A. The godfatliers and godmothers .came 

to me at my house, and desired me tb -bap- 

tize a child of such an age : the registry does 

not ascertain the age, or the colour, but only 
*^ tlie baptism. 

" Q. Is the entry of Louisa Calderon's birth' 
" in the register book of baptisms conclusive 
^ as to the day of her birth ? 

• ' A. I never saw the child, I cannot swear 
** to her birtk The entiy is not conclusive of 
" her age. / only had it from her godmother^ 
^^ godfather, parents, and relations. 
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" Q.^ Was the infonnatipn of h?r age giveB> to 
you in writing ? 
A. 1^0, verbally. 

, " Q. H^VE YOU GIVEN ANY TRANSCRIPT 
" OR CERTIFICATE OF THE BAPTISM OF 
" LOUISA CALDERON TO HERSELF OEf 
" ANY OTHER PERSON; IF SO, WHEN? 

".'A. I GAVE TWO TO DON JCAN MQN- 
"TES AND HER MOTHER, WHEN HE 
« WENT TO LONDON FROM THIS ISLAND. 

" Q. WERE SUCH CERTIFICATES PRE- 
" CISELY CONFORMABLE TO THE ENTRY? 

- '< A. WORD FOR WORD. 

** Q. Then all you know about the baptisn> 
** of Louisa Calderon is, making an entry of it 
* ' in the register book from the paper given tp 
*^ yoii by the Sacristan ? 
'/^^'A. Np other;" 

There were many other questions put to this 
father, which I think unnecessary to copy : Mr, 
Fullarton may pubHsh them if he pleases. 

The Eeverend Father, Don Pedro Reyes Bravo, 
attended in pursuance of the order aforesaid^^ 
and was duly sworn, according to his religioij^ 
and situation. 
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,^- Q. Are you the Vicar-General of this 

. ^^island? 

*'i A. I am the Vicar, of the whole island'' 
" Q. : Are you ^n p^cj^iastical Judge in>his 
.'* colony? , , 

A« ■ 4- es« • • , ■ • \ ■ ' ' ' * 

" Is Don Padrie Maria , Angeles under yjour 
" jurisdictioij ? . ' . . 

. " A. Yes. . .- ..'•.• '.". 

^^ Qj>' Have you, according to thp ordgr of 

.'* the Court, examined the registry of th? bap- 

" tisms of Louisa Calderon in, pgige 8£j, aud the 

* ' note relating to it in page 59, and \yliat ob- 

" servations have you made upon it ? 

" I have made my observations and put them 
^\ on paper, and I beg leave to produce it to the 
"- Court. 

*> By the Court. You can only recur to ypur 
^* notes to refresh your memory ; but you must 
** relate the observations which have occurred tp 
** you viva voce. 

" A. The first observation is ; that the entry 
^* (lapartida) of I^uisa Calderon's baptism cer^ 
^' tifies her to have beeja baptized the 11th of 
<V September, 1788, in fo. 8y, after tlie * end of 
/' the book, entitled and signed ' the first book,' 
/^ ^t the end of the year 1789. The second >§, 






" bibvten the first and second books of the same 
" volume are found four pages, which appear to 
" ha^vts been left blank, either on purpose, or to 
** li^upply the omissions of the curate ; twenty- 
** eight entries, entitled partidas extraviadas, are 
" placed without order 6r proportion, ap4 at the 
'" iCTid of thefti is another note, signed to ^excite 
' ^* attention to the said entries, a little below 
" which is written the word finis. After this 
•* there remain two pages, and part of another, 
** betwteen the finis of one book and the begin- 
ning of the other, in which place are three 
mOre partidas, of which the last is that of 
** Louisa Calderon, leaving after it a blank of 
*^ a page and a half, contrary to the usual cus- 
*^ torn. The third observation is, that the three 
** partidas, of which the last is that of Louisa 
^ Calderon, though older by its date, wei-e with- 
*^ out doubt entered the last, as appears by die 
" ink. The fourth observation is ; that at the 
" end of the said partidas, after tlie signature 
* bf the Curate, Don Josef Maria Angeles, 
** following the same line is Written * Dado el 
*[ ^ cetfijicado a ellUy and a line dtarni through 
*' it, which does not appear to be of more re-r 
*^ cent writing than that of the entry. Rfth- 
^< ly, the ink with which vas >vritten th? memor 
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^' random in £x 59, inserted in the last line of 

^ Aat page, naraelyj ^ Luisa^ Fease al folio 89/ 

.'^ is^imte fresh. SixUily^ among bu partidds 

^* extr(vciadasj which are as many a9 thirty oiie, 

" including that of Louisa Calderon, there are 

** Ar^e of baptismis performed by the sacristan 

^* Atieses. Seventhly, the memorandum of the 

■^ baptism of Louisa Calderon, although it might 

^ have happened to have been mislaid^ ought to 

" have been, as soon as it was given in, as 'v<reU 

** as the rest, entered by the Padre Josef Maria 

*' Angeles in the present book, and by no meatis 

'* in the place where it is : and it cannot there- 

'* fore be considered as a register, because it was 

'^ made in pages left blank. Therefore I consU 

" der the said entry of baptism of Louisa Calde^ 

^* ron as of no authority whatever^ and very 

** suspicious. I also demand permission to in- 

^' spect all the other registers up to this day, and 

'* particularly the old register book, for the pur- 

** pose of making further observations. 

The witness \vas then cross examined by 
Mr. Hayes," on the part of the prosecution. 

" Q. From whom did you receive the regis- 
w try ? 
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** A. .Fromthe Clerk of the Court? : ' 

" Q* Has it been in your own custody irom 
^* the time you received until you brought h 
" into Court 
• ^^A. Yes? 

*^ Q. Have you had any communication on 

- *^ the subject of the said registry with any one ? 

'* Are the obscfrvations you have madeiiQii it per- 

" fectly your own ; or have you. received as$ist- 

. *? • ance from any person whatever ; 

" A. I have consulted with myself, having 
" the faculty of judging perfectly of the bobk. 
*' The observations I have just given to the 
" Court are' those which I made with the assis- 
^^ tance of the* Clerk df the Court 

^' Q. Are you Curate pf Arima ? 

^^ A. I am Propfietario of Arima. 

" Q. Do you keep the registry of that cure? 

''A. Yes ; and also of Saint Josef. 

^' Q. Has it ever happened with you, that an 
" entry x>f I^aptism has been omitted, som^ 
" time after the ceremony of baptism was per- 
". formed ? 

*' A. Yes : but in the same book, in the same 
" year, I make the entry, specifying that it be* 
^' longs to such a year. 

*' Q. Supposing that you did not fin^ it out 
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♦^ till the year was ended, would you^inaert the 
** registry at the end of the year, or in what other 
^ partofthcbook? 

^ A. Supposing in the month of April, iii 
** the following year, I was to find a memoran- 
^*' dum, I jurould enter it on the very day I found 
*^ it, and mention that it belonged to such a 
* year. - . 

** Q. Is such the general method or rule obser- 
** ved in the rtgistering of baptisms in the Ca- 
^ tholic church ? 
** A Yes. 

" You say that the entry of the baptism of 
'* Louisa Calderon appears suspidous to jou; 
^' explain why you think it suspicious ? 
** A, Because I can gi%'e no credit to it 
*' Q. How does it appear suspicious ? 
^* A. Because it is not entered where it ounfhi: 
" to have been entered and on account of the 
** other reasons already ^ven by me. 

** Q. Do you suspect that the entry of the 
" baptism of Louisa Calderon has been made for 
*^ any improper purpose? 

•^ A. I have already explained my way of 
^* thinking. 

Q. How long have you known Josef 



« 



ft Maria Angeles ? 



*' A. 1 believe from the year 1784, when I 
^ first arrived 

^^ Q. From the observation you have mtdd 
^ oa the general character of Josef Maria Angc* 
^Mes, do you believe him capable of having. 
*^* made the entry with any other view than that 
^^ of repairing an omission of an entry which 
•^ ought to have been made previously ? 

*^ A I never believed him to be a man of good 
** faith^ from thejbrft day I saw him. 

** Q. Have you had any personal difference 
** with him ? 

*^ A. Never. 

** Q. Upon what particular acts do you found 
*' your opinion, that he is not a man of good 

• faith ? 

" A. Because he has not been obedient to 

* his superiors and has not fulfilled the duties 
^ of his ministry. 

•' Q. When you speak of superiors, do you 
** confine it to the orders of yourself, or of 
<• whom else ? 

^^ A. I mean all his ecclesiastical superiors 
^ who llave been in this island during hi^ i^esi* 
•* dence here. 

'^ Q. What degree have you taken in divi- 
^^ nity ? 
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" A. None. 

^ Q. Is a licentiate in divinity considered a» 
^ having taken a degree ? 

^^ A. I do not know of Maria Angeles having 

air^r such title in divinity. 

Q. With the exception of your appointment 

" of Vicar-General of this island, are you the su* 

^ perior of Josef Maria Angeles ? 

" A. No. 

** Pedro Josef Reyez Bravo, 

*^ James Meant, Interpreter/* 



« 
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Maria Colder an (Mother of Louisa) an Oath 

before the Court. 

* 

« Q. WAS THE DAY OF YOUR DAUGH- 

• TEH'S BIRTH REGISTERED IN ANY PA- 
« RISH ? 

« A. IT CANT BUT BE REGISTERED IN 
** THE CHURCH. 
« Q. DID YOU EVER SEE THE REGISTER 

* OF YOUR DAUGHTER'S BIRTH? 

« A. DON PEDRO VARGAS SHEWED ME 
•* A COPY OF THE REGISTER WHICH HAD 
** BEEN GIVEN TO HIM BY THE CURATE.* 

* She had before replied to the Attorney General's qaef* 
lloi^oii oath, <^ Can jou read or write.! A. No." 
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« Q. WHO IS DON PEDRO VARGAS f • 
'* A. HE WAS THE LINGUIST OF THfi 

« GOVERNOR WHO CARRIED AWAY MY. 

« DAUGHTER." 

Don Pedro Reyes Bravo, the Vicar General, 
on oath, produced the following exhibit, and 
on his being duly sworn to the truth thereof, the 
same was filed and read. 



SPANISH^ 

" V. Excelencia en la corte haviendome or- 

• 

" denado, como Juez Eclesiastico, y como su- 
" perior del Padre Cura Don Jose Maria An- 
*' geles, verificar con puntualiJad los Registrps 
" y Quademos producidos por este, he desem-; 
*' penado con la mayor exactitud la comicion. 
que se me ha conferido, baxo del Juram^nto 
que he prestado concluyo me parecer con de-' 
" cir a Vuestra Excelencia, que despues de 
** toflas las circunstancias, con que se hayan 
^ afligidos los Registros y Quadernos sonietidos 
" a mi inspeccion, y sobre todo el encuentro 
" de la Partida del ano de 86, en el Registro de 
^* los Antiguos Colonos, devo'declarar, como 
^ declaro, que el certificado de Bautismo de Luisa. 
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Caldeitm entradb en el ibiio 89 del Registrd' 
por el Padre Cura Don Jose Mam Angeles^ es 
Falso y de ningun Valor ; y que la hayada 
en el Registro de los Antiguos Colonps deve 
tenerse por la Verdadera. Y lo firmo en esta^ 
Ciudad de San Jose de Oruna a los veinte y 
uno de Mayo de mil ochocientos y cinco anos. 

** Pedro Jose Reyes Bbavo." 



ENGLISH. 






" Your Excellency and the Court having 
** ordered me, as Ecclesiastical Judge and Su- 
perior of tlie Curate Father Joseph Maiia An- 
geles, to examine and verify with punctuality 
" the Register and papers produced by the said 
, ^ Curate, and having performed the commission 
" confided to me with the utmost exactness, I' 
" have to report to your Excellency, upon the' 
" oath I have taken, that, after a due consi- 
^ deration of all the circumstances respecting the 
** said register, and particulariy the entry made 
" in the year 1786, in the registry of the anfci- 
" ent inhabitants, I ought to declare, as I do 
" hereby declare, that the baptism of Louisa 
** Caldet^ony entered in Folio S9*of the register 
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** by the Father Jihseph Maria Angdes^ Curate 
" of the Poft of Spain, is fahe^ and of no xialue^ 
" and that that found in the register of the an" 
*^ cient inhabitants is, and ought to be, regarded 
*^ as the true one, which I sign in this city of St. 
•* Jos^h ofOrum^ the gist of May 1805/' 



Copy of the Register of the ancient InhabitatUs 
delivered by the Ficar^General. 



SPANISH. 



•* Luis£^ Antonia Parvula,en seis dies de Sep'de 
" mil setecicntos ocbenta y seis auos : YoFx. Iph. 
*' Ant* Alvarado Cura Coadjutor de la Parroq* 
*^ del Puert* de Espana Certifico, que en esta 
" Parroq* bautiz6 solemnemente puse oleo y 
^^ Cbrisina a Luisa Antonia de doce dias naduia^ 
" hija de Maria Nuues Parda libre, fueron sub 
,^* Padrinas Juan Santiago y Luisa Antonia a 
" quienes adverty su^obligaeion y espirit* paren- 
<^ tesco y para que conste lo firmo y de elb doy 

*' Fr. Jph. Ant* Alvaraik)** 
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** Lauisa Antonio^ an infant, on the sixth 
Dat of September, 1786. — I Joseph An- 
tonio Alvarado, Curate Coadjutor of the pa- 
'* rish of Port of Spain, certify that in the parish 
*^ church I solemnly baptized with holy oil and 
•* Clirism Louisa Antonio, twelve days old, 
** daughter of Maria Nunes, a free mulattress: 
*^ the sponsors were, Juan Santiago and Louisa 
•* Antonio, whom I advertised of their spiritual 
*' obligations, in confirmation of which I give 
^ faith. 

" Frak. Joskf Axvaeado.*' 

The proof of Louisa Calderon's age may be 
supposed to be now established ; but I shall give 
tny reader further satisfaction in this curioui^ and 
interesting point I shall begin with the testis 
mony of a person whom the generality of my 
male and female readers will consider authentic, 
the gentlemafi himself yho had' the felicity of 
seducing the virtuej and of monopolizing the 
ijharms, of this interesting young fady. 
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Pedro Jtuiz^ Qfi Oath. 



\ 
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*' Q. When Louisa Calderon first came to 
V live with you, wag she a woman grown ?' ^ 

^^ A* Surely when a woman goes to lw6 with a 
-^^ many she mu,$t be fuU grmny - ' 

• * 

Dim Bermudas^ Lomsd^'s Defensor^ on OatA. 

■ " Q. Did not Louisa CaWeron's mather iid- 
** form you of the age of Louisa ; and what was 
'' that age? ' 

' . *^ A. Yes ; -her mother informed me she was 
** fourteen years and some months old.'* • 
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Mr. .Abraham Pinto^ an Oath.^ 

K * 

''^ Q. How long h^v^ you been iij th? colony ? 

*^ A. Twenty-two years, , ' 

' '^- Q,. Do. you know Louisa Calderon ? 

'** A. I know the girl called Louisa, but Idon*t 
,^ know how; ^he got the name of Calderon. 

^ Q, Do yog mean by the girl called Louisa 
^^ the girl that was imprisoned on accQunt of 
^ the robbery of Pedro Ruiz ? . 

" I do. 

" Q. Do vou know her acre ?. 
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^ ki t Mppf^ed ikat she was of the 4ge tffiny 
*^ son^ which is nineteen ^ean^ld on the 14th of 
" ihiitnonih^' 

*' Q. From ^hat do you fohn that opinion 
** of her age, when did you first 6ee h^r ? 

** In my own dwelling hou^e^ke 'tJoas at School 
** to a Mrs. Hasleton,who is now Mrii Sdlaiari I 
*^ saw her every day when she was in her mother's 
^ arms in the year 1786, about the m&hiks mp- 
" tember^ October, 4r N&edritb&Ty ivhefr iht 
" was a sucking childj she frequented our house. 

^^ C^ fFai your son baptixedf and when f \ 

" A. tn the year 1786. 

*♦ Q# % WhMh ? 

^* A* By the Padre Alvoradb. 

** Q. Have you got the certificate of the regis- 
** try of the baptism of your son? if yes, pro- 
•^ duce it. (the mtness then prodttced it^ which 
" was filed and read.) 

" Q. £)id you procure it^ andfr^m whom? 

** A* I did from the priest Don Josef Maria 
** Angeles^ 

^' Q. Is y^ur Recollection perfectly^ chat as 
^ to your hmiiig ieen Louisa in the ytiit 1 786 ? 

" A. Yes, the latter end of the yeat. 



i«i"i^ 



^ AiigiFSt I2y 1£|05. 

N 2. ( 



180 

« 

V " Q. Has not Maria Calderon, the mother 
" of Louisa, other daughters. 

" A. I do not know any other but Louisa. 
. ^' Are you positive that the Louisa you speak 
*' of is the person who was imprisoned Jbr the 
*' robbery of Pedro Ruiz f 

" A. lamr 

Mr. Pinto is a merchant of considerable wealth 
and credit in Port of Spain. 

Senor Guitano Guevano^ an Oath. 

r 

t 

'* Q. Where were you bom, and what is 
^* your business? 

'^ A. I was born at Caraccas, and am a 
f^ planter. 

** Q. At what period did you settle in this 
" Colony ? 

** A. Tne latter end of the year 1786. . 

'* Q. Did you know Louisa Calderon the 
** daughter of Maria Calderon? 

** A. I knew Louisa, but I do not know that 
'^ she was called Calderon : she was a little lit^ 
^ ' tie thing when I arrived. 

** Q. Was the Louisa, the daughter of Ma- 
** riaCariaco, the person who was imprisoned ' 
'^ on account of the robbery of Pedro Ruiz ? 
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<* A. J knew Louisa^ she that was in prison 
^^ for the robbery J who is n&w in London, and 
^^ knew her mother also : it was the same person. 

" Q. When you arrived in this island from 
" Caraccas io 1786, what was the age of 
* ' Louisa of whom you speak ? 

" A. 1 cant say her age : she was a little 
** little thing when I went to her hot^se^ it was 
** to buy tobacco. 

" Q. Do you not know that Louisa's mother 
** had other daughter^ besides Louisa ? 

** A. I knew two others much older than her. 



I 

" Q. Will you positively swear that the same 
little child you saw in the year 1786, is the 
same person whaxvas imprisoned for the rob'* 
bery of Pedro Ruiz f 

" A. Yes, I knew her, I swear and swear 
again J that it is the same.'* 
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De Castro^ the Escrivano^ m Oath. 



*^ Q. You say in your answer to the 39th 
^^ question in your examination on the part of 
" the prosecution, that you did not know the 
'* age . of Louisa Caldei:on at the time of her 
** being put on the picket; recollect yourself ^ 
" and say, if you can, what was her age ? 

A. I remember having declared that she 
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*' wmfy^te^n^ either a little more or les$^ if I w 
^ member right. '\ The last question was re* 
peated to the witnesa by desire of Mr. Hayes. 

" 2d A. / cannot say with certainty^ but I 
V think I answered to the question, of Mr. Hayci^ 
^ * that Louisa Caidpron was fifteen^ at thf tip^ 
** of her being put on the picket,'* 

The Vicar General immediately followed up 
Ixis report with a petition to the Lrieut^osant 
Governor respecting, the great scandal whicbi 
the Curate's Qondnct had brought upcm the ec«f 
clesiastical character, and requiring that -he 
should he suspended from his sacerdotal funon 
tions. He was in consequence removed irom* 
the curacy, and a prosecution instituted against 
him for forgery and perjury, which was carried 
to conviction, the definitive sentence being re« 
ferred to the Vicar General, he being the com- 
petent Judge where aa ecclesiastic was con- 
cerned. I am in justice also to state, that 
His Majesty's Secretary for the Colonial Per 
partmeut, on a representation being laid be^ 
tore him of the conduct of the Curate, axi4 
the evil cdnsequences with which it was preg- 
nant, did immediately send out an order tq 
the Governor and Council of Trinidad, desirri 
ing an immediate inyestis^tion of the at&iF 
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*i?^re the fii;©p^ Trifeffljal, ^a^d tijijit shoitld ^^ 
circumstances, of the case be found as jjcp^er 
sented, a prosecutioh should be immediately com- 
mfift<;ed,agaw?t:hini. 

Jn the base and iaf^mou5 attempts to aggra* 
yate the pu^pposed enormity of the crime imputed 
tp ^CqlQuel Picton^ and to $11 up the four ftccu- 
satpjiy departments of which it liad been com.- 
P99?d, -Qfji the true spirit of the French Revolu- 
^Wi^O; ^ jfouu^atious ,Qf religiqu and n^orality 
ai:e,s^j|pe^. The Catholic .Curate of the parish, 
1^ .w)iich (LfOuijsa .Calderpn w^ bor^, is prevaUcd 
Uppn to fur^ji^h Mr. ^myth, aim Vargas> and 
J|u$ MTorthy .^sppiat^, Jnsifx Montes, with fabrir 
jqac^d ,Cj^rtjf^ca1;es .qf l^er baptism and age, in 
order that the ,^^(^er epit|xets of enfant and />«• 
celle might be added to that of the iriteresting 
Mademoiselle Calderon; and as such she was 
actually represented, when paraded by the Ho- 
norable Mrs. FuUarton, who, on her arrival 
iti Scotland, toqk her about in h^ carriage, 
>And introduced her to h^r female acquaintances. 
I h^yt frequently asserted that rl jihould produce 
jrespectable vouchers for vhat I a^ert. My 
(authority for this is, I believe, unquestionable ; 
litis /b^ a letter fjom ^ geudeman ,i«^ho .wa3 in 
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Scotland at the time, and who writes as foF- 



lows r- 
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" A few weeks before I last left Scotkcod ' 
** Mr. FuUarton arrived with his family from- 
•' Trinidad : at that moment I was in At- 
** ^^shire, and mixed with several of fiii 
** friends ; and dining one day at the (Bojrdt 
" Provost's) Mayor's house in Ayr, mark my 
'* astonishment t when I was told, tha;t atong: 
*' with ' Colonel FuUarton there had arrived, 
with his lady, ^ a Mademoiselle Louisa Cal* 
deron,' M^hom the Colonel and Mrs. Fi pa- 
** raded about with them in their darriag^ 
•' introducing her wherecer they went, as the 
* blessed innocent' who was the devoted vies 
'* tim of Colonel Pic ton's tyrannyj'^&c &c. 

(Signed). • '* JoHjf. DovNjjSi'* 

^ Trinidad, Sept.B, 1805 J'^ , 

What win my honest countrymai say to t&is 
transaction ? Colonel FuUarton,' RR-S,, to be 
proved the chief leader and conductor in a buM» 
ness which would have added to the infamy of 
tlie man whose bones are now bleaching almoit 
opposite the windows of the very mansion Vbiak 
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I am infonned Mr. Fullarton at present inhabits. 
Let my Lords Buckinghamsbire and Sidmoutb, 
Mr. Adderley, and his other quondam respectable 
friends, be pleased to read this part over atten-^ 
tively, they will perceive and acknowledge that 
my case is made ou(^ my proofs clear, unequivo^ 
cal, and substantial* 

I have now, therefore, finished my search; 
imd I trust entirely to my reader^s conviction 
and satisfaction. I have traced and detected 
the thief; I have hunted the plunder, and fol- 
lowed it to the receiver of the stolen, goods. 
I have named the principal and the accomplices, 
wd I have given my proofs *. I shall not de- 
tain him longer ; let the British Public now sit 
In judgment on them all, and pronounce which 
is.tha mojst infamous ; the nian behind the cur- 
tain, the unhappy Priest, the Alguazil Mayor, 
Pon Montes, or the lawyer, Mr. Pedro Vargas 
Smith, (Mr. Fullarton's Linguist). A word only 
to my jury ^t parting with 3uch respectable com* 
pany. 

Men of Englpnd, Such are the acts, and such 
iire the characters, of the persons who have come 

* Yi^ pages laAnd 173. 
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^rward to vindicate the rights, and assert ihi 
liberties and laws of Spain. Yon will judge 
them not from what I say : for mark, my coum 
trymen, I have saidiiothiiig from my own. autho*' 
fity ; I have adduced my evidence from^^thei de* 
positions on oath of the most respectatWe, th« 
most v\realthy, and best informed men in the 
island of Trinidad, If you believe them, you 
•will find a verdict for Colonel Picton j if not, 
I will maintain to your faces, that you wiiH 
charge the English nation with an act of ifr- 
jostice of which one instance, thank Ood ! d<iei 
not rest on its calendar ; that is, y/)ii will cooHy; 
deliberately, and on full: eonsfideratk)!], prefer the 
evidence of attainted men, of persons who,^ from 
the testimony of every respectable man who has 
appeared in the Court at Port of Spain, friend or 
foe, (for remember, countrymen, that the prose* 
cution was at liberty to choose and bring forward 
whom they thought proper,) that in any tribunal 
in the country, in their own native place, tkey 
would not be believed upon their oaths; 1 say, 
you will prefer the evidence of such men as these^ 
to the universally acknowledged honor, probity, 
and integi'ity of the whole island • 

This it requires not the gift of jprophecy to 
foretell that ypu will not do; and therefore 



I finish this part of my case as I began my 
Iqtter, ^^ fiimly and confidently relyiiig on the 
'^* sentence which you will proppuace upon it,'* 

l,et me turn from, this disgusting and horiid 
picture of infamy and degj-adation, and relieve • 
my reader by a representation which must cheer 
afld encourage eveiy good man to persist in the 
path of virtue and honor;' which supports him 
against all the machinations of his enemies, 
sustains him through alt conflicts aaad diflfikniltres, 
^nd which sooner or kter, but with ultimate suc- 
cess, conducts himr to that place in his country's 
estimation which engages the hopes, crowns the 
expectations of the enterprising and adventurous, 
and fills wkh rational delighf and satisfaction 
(»ven the wisest and most diflSdent * man in the 
land. 



CHARACTER OF COLONEL PICTON 
AND HIS GOVERNMENT, 

Don Hilariot B^gorrat^ on Outhy before the 

Court. 

"v Q. What was the general character of Bri- 
** gadier-General Picton, as his Majesty's. repre- 
^* sentative in this colony. 
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*^ A. Of great integrity and disinterestedness, 
" a man of knowledge and firmness, who saved 
" the colony by his talejfits." 

Cokmel Denis Jul(en Gaudin de Sater^ an, 

Oath. 

** Q. Do you know the defendant General 
** Picton, and foi; how many years ? 

*' A, Yes, from the end of 179^* 

*^ Q, How long did you reside here imder iht 
" government of General Picton ? 

* ' A. At different ^imes fifteen months, 

'* Q. What is his general character ? 

** A. A character full of dignity, justice, acti- 
" vity, and generosity ; beloved by the inhabit- 
'^ ants, feared by all the disturbers of tranquillity, 

\^ and generally considered as the founder of the 
" colony. 

" Q. Did you ever know him guilty of any 
** act of cruelty, 

" No, none/' 

Don Francisco de Farfan^ on Oath. 

*' Q. Where were you born, and what is your 
" profession? 

*^ A. I was born in this island, and my profes- 
^* sion is a planter. 
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** Q. Did you know General Picton, and 
^^ what was his character ? 

•' A. Yes, particularly ; he was a man just, 
'^ disinterested, and capable, by his talents, to 
'' govern all men. 

** Q. Did General Picton, to your knowledge, 
" commit any act of cruelty during any part of 
" his government ? 

" A. No; if in any cause he ordered punish- 
" ment, it was necessary for the tranquillity gf 
** the colony, 

*' Q. As an old inhabitant of this colony, and 
** a Spaniard, what was the opinion of your 
" countrymen of General Picton ? 

** A. Amongst the honest part of my countiy- 
*^ men, he was considered as a man of coQsider- 
" able talents, doing honor to his own coun- 
"^ try. 

*' Q. Did or did not the colony, after General 
'^ Picton assumed the reins of government, assume 
" a new aspect ? ^ 

<* A. It is M'ell known that the colony im- 
" proved a great deal.** 

Baron de Monlalembert^ an Oath. 

^^ Q. Did you know Brigadier-General Pic- 

* * ton, and what was his general character as a 

* ^ chief of this government ? 
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" A, I knew him mtimately, and his chafaC- 
** ter was the most bonourdble, and most rt* 
spec ted, that a chief could desire to ^os^ess 
in bis go vernmezil I wish to declare, that I 
came to the island to settle, in consequence tf 
the honourahlc report of character and reputa- 
^* tion that war made to me of Govertkor Pictdft 
** by his Majesty's MinisterSi bis Grace the 
** Duke of Portland, and the Right" HiWtorable 
*« H. Dundas." 

Aiexander W^UUami^ Esqi on OaA, 

** Q. Are you a proprietor in this island ? 

" A. Yes. - 

** Q. How long have you lived in it? 

** A. Upwards of seventeen years. 

** Q, Did you know General Picton, and 
** Avhat was his general character as Governor 
** of this island? 

** A. Idid know him; his general character 
* * was that of an upright and just Go vemory and 
** generally esteemed in the colony, particularly 
** hy the foreigners/* 

John La/nch^ Esq^ on. Oaths 

** Q. Are you a proprietor in thisisknd? 
>' A. Yes. 
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'* Q. How long havjB you resided in the colony ? 

^* A. Since the year 1787. 

** Q. Did you know Brigadier-General Picton, 
'^ and what was his general character as Gover- 
^ nor of this island ? 

^^ A. I knew him from his first arrival, and his 

i 

^* general character was that of a very honest up- 
^ right man, esteemed by all good men of every 
^ country.''- 

ChevaUer de la Satwager^ /or me rfy Gacemor 

of Tobago^ on Oath. 

" Q. Are^you a proprietor of this island ? 

** Q. How long have you been resident in it ? 

" A. Ten years. 

** Q. Did you know Brigadier-General Picton, 
^* and what was his general character as Gover- 
" nor of the island ? 

*^ A. I knew him; his character was that of a 
" man calculated to govern a colony, and know- 
" ijig how to keep every man in his proper situa- 
*^ tion, and rendering justice to all." 

Benois Dert^ Esq. on Oath. 

^ Q. Are you a proprietor in this bland ? 
'' A. Yes."^ 
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** Q. How long have you resided in it ? 

" A. More than twenty years* 

" Q. Did you know Brigadier-General Pic-» 
** ton, and what was his general character ? 

'* A. I knew Brigadier-Genetal Picton^ and 
'' his character was that of a man who mude 
*^ himself feared and beloved by all." 

Chevaiier de Cannes^ tm Oath* 

^ Qi Are you a proprietor of this island^ 
" A. Yes* 

" ^Q. How long have you been resident in it ? 
"A. Since 1793. 
. " Q. Did you know Brigadier-General Picton, 
*^ and what was his general character as Gover* 
* * nor of this island ? 

" A. I knew him intimately : when I arrived 
" in this colony, there were a number of very bad 
" subjects in it, and it was threatened with a 
" general subversion of good order ; Brigadier- 
** General Picton restored order, maintained the 
*^ p6lice, protected commerce and the importa- 
^ tion of provisions, tripled the value of land in 
" cultivation, and I always knew him to be ex- 
tremely just towards all the inhabitants of the 
colony, without any prejudice to any of the^ 
** various foreigners in it." 
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Vincent Patrice^ Es^. Commandant of Oue 
Quarter of La Veniille^ on Oath. 

** Q. Are you a proprietor in this island? 

'' A. Yes. 

** Q. How long have you been resident in it ? 

*^ A Eighteen years; during fourteen of 
•* which I have been employed in* the service 
^* of Government 

*' Q. Did you know Brigadier-General Pic- 
^* ton, and what was his general character as 
^ Governor of this colony ? 

*^ I knew General Picton : Iconsiderpd tha^ 
** at the capture of the island he restored tran- 
^* quillity, and caused commerce and agriculture 
^* to flourish; and, as far as I was acquainted 
•* with him, he always was a just man/' 

^tienne Maingot^ Esq. formerly Commissary 

of Popvlalion^ on Oath. 

~ ** Q- Are you a proprietor of this island ? 

« A. Yes. 

" Q. How long have you resided itt it ? 

" A. Since 1793. "' ■' 

" Q. Did you know Br^diar-Oftiertdifcd^ 
^* ton, and what was his geheral' ichhrseter 
■?' Governor of the island? ^ -- ' "^Jt^'Q*" 
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*^ A. 1 knew him intimately ; as a proprietory - 
" I always found protection and justice front 
" him; and his general character was that of . 
'' one. who administered justice to all.** 

Count de Castelet^ tm Oathk ^ 

** Q, Are you a proprietor in the colony ? 

'' A. Yes. 

" Q. Pid ypu knpw Brigadier- General Pic- 
*' ton^ and what was his general character and 
* ' conduct as Governor of this island ? 

** A. I have known him very well since 
^ M 800 : he merited the wannest praises of the 
'^ inhabitants of the colony; and I entertaia 
** for his character the highest esteem." 

Count de Loppinotty on Oath. 

" Q. Are you a proprietor in this island ? 
^' A. Yes. •? 

** Q. How long have you been resident m it? 

" A. Ten years and upwards. 

" Q; Did you know Brigadier-Geiteral' Pic- 
** ton, and what was hi« gjeneral character as 
*/ Q^ovjgrnor of this isknd ? 

/'A. I knew vBrigadier-GeneralJPicton ' aa 
" Governor in Chief of this island ;, I saw him. 
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" govern \^th all dignity, loyalty, and perfect 
injustice; '¥rith a firmness which secUftd tiVe 
." tranquillity of the colony^ to the satisfa^jtion 
** of 6very honest man, and which repressed all 
'* the evil minded persons in it** 



Aehardy Esq. m OiUh. 



^* Q. Ar6 you a proprietor in this isliind ? 

'' A. Yes. 

*' Q- How long have you been resident in it ? 

** A. Eighteen years. 

** Q. Did you know Brigadier-General Pic- 
^ ton^ and what was his general characttf as 
** Govertk)r of this island ? 
_ *^ A. I knew Brigadier^General Picton as it 
*^ just man, and of integrity^ and I shall always 
** owe him an eternal gratitude for having prfe-* 
•* served my Kfe and fortune by his cdtiri[ge^ 
'" activity, arid abilities, in times wh^ WcJ tfeffe 
^. threateneci with fire, and the tliakiVolMOt 6f 
" the negroes and other vagabcmds, who 0n\<^ 
^ wsuted for a favourable monumt to qjirt out 
**^hrQats.'* 
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^e Honourable John Mhelly Esq. Memher 
of His Majesty^ s Council of this Island^ 

'■'-'' and Judge of the Court of Consulado^ an 
Oaih. 



'" Q. How long have you, resided in this, 
^^ island? 

" A. Between nineteen and twenty years ?' 

" Q. Were not the French very numerous, 
" and the revplutionaiy principles of France 
" very strong among all colors and classes in the 
-" dolony ? 
.. *^ A. Most certainly; 

'* Q. Did not Brigadler-Getieral Picton prcf- 
/^ serve order and tranquillity in the colony 
'* after the capture, and. to whom do you ascrjbfe 
'' it? 

- ** A. To the firmness of his government, and 
^^bis apparent determination to suffer no such 
'* * [ninciples to remain in the colony ; in conse- 
^\ quence of which, in a very short time, th6 
** principal leaders of the faction before de- 
** scribed disappeared, and the others of tlf6 
** party remained quiet and peaceable. 

" Q. To what do you ascribe the present flou- 
*^ rishing situation of this colony ? 
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^* A. I certainly ascribe it to the firmneas and 
uniform good conduct of General Picton, in 
giving ample protection to all good and peace- 

V abte subjects, and driving out all of gi contrary 

^^ character/* 
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MichokLs St. Pcy late Alcalde of the Sectmd 

Election^ on Oath^ 



" Q. How long have you been resident in 
*^ tliis colony ? 

" A. Twenty-eight years, and upwards. 

^* Q. Did you know General Picton^ and 
" what was his general character ? 

^* A. I^Aewhim since 1798, and he >^as a 
^* man of good morals and practice; frank, 
^* impartial, disinterested, zealous for His Ma- 
** jesty's service, and for the preserving the 
^* colony. There are very few inhabitants, of 
^* those who were here before the capture of the 
** colony, who do not believe they owe to his vi- 
^* gilfijipe their whole families. 

" Q. Was h? of a wicked- and crugl disposi^ 
^\ tion? 
. ^* A. I never saw ^ny ips taupe of it/ 
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71ie Honourable Philip Langton^ Esq. Akalda 
of the First Election^ on Oath. 

^* Q. How long h^ve you been resident in the 
. " colony? 

" A. About eighteen years, 

*^ Q. Did you know General Picton, and wlia$ 
f yf^ ^is general chanf.cter ? 

** A. I had* the honour of hieing intimately 
^* acquainted with General Picton ; apd all the 
" respectable characters that I ever heard t^lk of 
^* him in the colony, join me in opinion ip consi? 
^' dering hiin an active, intelligent, and disinter 
*' rested inagistrate, warmly attached to thp inte- 
^' rest of his sovereign, and of this colony, 

* ^ Q, Did you ever Iqiow Jum guiUv of ^y' 
*' ?ict of cruelty ? 

*' A. Never." 

Jtbraham Pinto^ Esq. on Qathf 

^* Q. How long have you been in the colony P 

"A. Tweniyrtwo years^ 
^ ** Q. Did you know General Hcton, aii4 
^ what was his general character ? 

** A, pis public and private character wa^ 
*' always very good, as far as \ was ac(][udinted 
« with him. '^ 
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What will Mn FuUarton say to these dedara- 
Uons ? Will he call*tiiem -^ white-Vashing }'*' or, 
wiU he denominate them "the justifying and 
** complimentary declarations of different per- 
f * sons, in the character of compurgators, beam- 
ing testimony to Colonel Picton's qualifica- 
tions and merits, although they were not in 
" Trinidad during the period when the acts 
" charged against him were committed?^ and 
although it may be " of slight avail to produce 
'* the applause of Generals or Commodores, who 
" may disgrace their own characters by such 
•' violations of their public duty," (Vide p^ges 
flO, 21, of Colonel Fullarton's reply to Colonel 
Picton's pamphlet) ; yet I cannot refuse myself 
the gratification, noi; withhold from my reader 
the opinion of *^ a General'' of whose abilities^ 
information, honor, and integrity, the British 
public entertains as little doubt, as every mili* 
tary and naval officer, who has been in the 
West Indies, does of the opportunities of in- 
formation: upon which Brigadier-General Mait* 
land grounded the opinion he has given. He 
was Secretary to Sir Ralph Abercromby at the 
time of the conquest in March 1797, visited 
that island again with the Commander in Chief 
in, June following. He was afterwards or- 
dered to take the military command of the 
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colony in June J 803*, when Colonel Pictpi; 
had given in. his resignation 9f second Commis-: 
isioner, and^ after he had" governed the country 
for six years, from the time that B. General 
M'aitland had left the island with Sir Ralph in 
1797 to 1$03. It is reasonable to suppose that 
iGenpral Maitland, having such opportunities for 
informing himself on the spot, of the conduct 
and proceeding of Colonel Pictoh during this 
long term, did actually either make a diligent 
(enquiry, or did perhaps (without putting himsellF 
to the trouble) T^ceive a very accurate account 
pf his Government from all those who were most 
capable of giving him information,, and who 
could not be intimidated, as Mr. Pullarton has 
insinuated, either by fear of Colonel Picton, 
(who had now left the island,) nor influenced by 
interest . Lqt us therefore hear ho>v^ he speaks 
of him and his conduct. 

Jn G^n^ral Maitland-s reply to th? Magistrates 
imd Coujicil pf the island pf Trinidad, when they 
waited upon him y/ith an address tipon his being 
relieved in the €0ipman4 by J^ieutei^ant Governor 
Hislop, he^ays, 



* Ib ek Provii^pii legatus fuit, qui yir^ute ! qu& consts^i^ 
ti4 yir ! oipni laude et honore dignissiinus. 

vie* pro Cn. Planciq. 
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-'* I am most gratcflil for this public testimony 
^* of your approbation of my conduct, for which 
^* iTeturii you my wannest thanks: it ris^ in 
'•' my esteem for this reason, that as I replaced 
'* a most distinguished and meritorious officer it 
^* was more difficult to gain applause. I will not ^ 

^^ throw away this opportunity of expressing, in 

* 

** unison with you, that I greatly honor and 
** esteem Brigadier General Picton. In a^ period 
of public danger, when the colony was beset 
with traitors, and shaken by the unruly beha- . 
^ ' viour of a disorderly soldiery, (for sucli was 
'^ the major part of the gs^rrison in May 1797) 
*- his undisturbed mind awed the factious, sub- 
55 duedthe danger,^ and saved the colony, 

(Sigpfd) *5 Fr. Maitland.'* J. 
July, 20. 1803. ^ / ^^ 

I have now adduced the declarations on opth 
qf some of the most respectable persons in the 
island of Trinidad, {almost all of whom wer^ 
(here during the whole of Colonel PictQn\s comr 
f^andy) as to the merits of him and his govern'% 
Ijnent; and before J proceed to shew, from the 
same source qf information and authority, . what 
Ymd of nierits s^nd qualificationa the principal 
and witnesses produced againsit him possess, I 
^hall here make ^ stand, and upon thi$ ground 
^eclare ^o the world, that if Mr. FuUartou \vi|l 
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bring forward any honorable maji^. (let him not 
attempt to <|uihble upon the ^^MikJId hatiorihXey) 
any man whose integrity or temc^y I shall tiot 
be ^ble satisfactcM'ijiy and fully to Impeach to the 
coavictioa of .any in^partial getitietnan in thd 
British Empire, I say^ if he will bring ' for ward 
one mch man in the whole island of Trinidad to 
support him in his conduct and proceedings to 
Colonel Picton, or to be his compurgator from 
satisfactory reasons whic^i he can adduce and 
prove, for what the said Mr FuUarton has whis-' 
pered, spoken, written, printed or published on 
the government 6f Colonel Picton, I here <le- 
cl^c th^it I s^all publicly acknowledge my 
having^' wilfully, maliciously, and without pro- 
" bable cause, unmercifully and cruelly bruised, 
^ wounded, and ill-treated the reputation of the 
♦* said William FuUarton." 

That the relative merits of the prosecutors and 
the defender in the case of Louisa Calderon may 
appear in full contrast, and' that the diffetence in 
their peculiar excellence may not be weakened by 
any remoteness in the place of union or. contact, 
I . shall proceed immediately to lay before my 
i-eader, from the same source of authority, an ac- 
count of the distinguished persons, from whose 
testimony and support, Spanish rights andliber^ 
tie^have obtained so respectable and authorits^-. 
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tfve as ^scrfion in this good country, I shall 
give the principarjw due place, and assign him 
what he should have, the first post in the distin- 
guished station he has selected for himself; *and 
I trust I shall be able to prove that he is better 
entitled, in point of justice and propriety, to re- 
cave the appellation of principal in this work 
from my hands, than he is tliat of Colonel, which, 
Ibr the honour of the army, he now in a great 
measure receives from his own. And before I 
proceed to the e:kposition of these gentlemen^ let 
me again address my reader and tbe public^ and 
say, if I fail in my proofs of convincing them 
that he and his associates are all equally entitled 
to the characters which I shall give them, and 
to the marks of honor and distinction which I 
shall annex to their names in the outset of my 
sketch, 1 -shall lose all pretensions to veracity in 
jBveiy other part of this letter. 

The six distinguished persons in this prosecu- 
'tion are, 

1. Mr. Wm. Fullarton, principal 

2. Porto Rico, a Spanish Mulatta driver and 
ivhipper of the galley slaves. 



3. Manuel Robles, a drui^en soldier, a deserter 
from tlie Havannah. 
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■ 4. Kapiiael Shando, a galley slave, a thief con^ 
victed of robbery, and sentenced as suc^. 



Sf Juan Montes. 



W*MBiF*MMi«' 
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6. Pedro Vargas, alias Smith. 

1 forbear adding the name of the lady to the 
list. Mr. Fullartbn has, I understan demonopolized 
jier society, an4 I have already emblazoned Ijer 
virtues. 

The authorities on which I disqualify the said 

• 

Mr* Wm, FuUarton, principal, from all preten-| 
fiion to veracity or credit to any thing he has 
said, or jnay say, conceriiing Colonel Picton ; 
the grounds on whicl; I disfranchise him of the 
J-ighf s And privileges of a gentleman ; the proofs 
pf my having displaced and removed him from the 
attention or. notice of any respectable member of 
(Society; and the reasons for which I have leagued 
and associated him in his present company;^ are 
jjll founded on the written evidence of the foU 
Jowing gentlemen and the authenticated docu- 
ments annexed : I shall take them in the order 
in which these evidences appear. 

• ■ • 

1. Captain Shelton, of the 57th regiment, nn 
Jiis declaration on oath, page 47 of this letter, 



g. SiT Samuel Hood^ K. B, iix Jiis address tcf 
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Mr* Fullarton^m coimcil on the 24th ofMarcK 

page 52 ; and in his letter to Earl Gamden, late 
Secretary of State for the colonial department, 
published in Colonel Picton's letter to Lord Ho- 
bart, page 69, and reprinted here in the Appendix 
No. 8. in which, speaking of Mr. FuUarton's reply 
to that letter, he says, *' it is false, , almost in ev^- 
" ry page." 



3. The resolutions of his Majesty'^ council in 
Trinidad on the 31st. March 1803, printed in 

the Appendix No V. 



4. Of Brigadier General Maitland, in his letter 
iq Colonel Picton, dated Aug, 24. 1804, and 
printed in the Appendix No. VII. ^ 



5. May I also without vanity add my owft let- 
ter to Coloriel Pictpn, and reprhitedin the, Ap- 
pendix No. yi. 



, 6. From the address of his Majesty's Council 
the island of Trinidad to Lieutenant Governor 
JHislop, 
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And from Lieutenant Governor Hislop's 
answer to the said address. Appendix No. IX. 

7. From the letters and declarations of Lieutes 
iiant Colonel Mosheim, of the 60th (or Royal. 



'^ 
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. Amen^an Hiegimenf, an^ Caf>tfl$60 Chatii^ai^i 
Durksoii and Western of the Royal Navy. Ap- 
pendhc No. 10. 

8. The aisseition which I here adduce as ,an ad^ 
ditkmal grodnd of disqualifying Mr. F. ft'om any 
pretension to the notice of a gentlemany or any 
credit or belief as a man, is founded on an obser* 
vation in his reply to Colonel Picton's letter page 
SI. It is of so shameful and scandalous a nature 
as to exceed in turpitude and atrocity any part of 
that unparalleled mass of falsehood, and well 
warrants me in bringing it forward as one of 
ihose proofs, and not the most inconsiderable, 
of Ins character and merits* ^ 

Colonel Picton,^ in his letter to Lord Hobart 
had said, " that Mr. Fullarton's conduct had ex- 
^ idited so high a degree of indignation in the 

. ** mind of his friend Brigadier General Mait<-' 
** land, that he directed his agent, Mr. Adam 
^* of Crutched Friars, to pbce all his pecuniatry 
** means at his disposal, to resist what he consi- 
" dered a scandalous conspiracy against his Md- 
" jesty's -service/' On this amiable and honor- 
able murk of esteem and affection, Mr. Fullartoh 
hai^ been pleased to attach the following coft- 
struction, to which I earnestly request the atten- 

\ tion of my reader. ** It is also by no means 
" improbable that he (Brigadier General Mai t^ 



^* land) may have directed Kis«ageiit, Mr. Adam 

^ of Cnitched-Friars, ' to place his pecuniary 

^ means it the disposal of Colonel Picton, ei- 

* thef from transactions with which I am imac- 
•• quatiiited, or, perhaps, on account of the ' al^ 
•* loiment cf land 6n the river Caroniy in Trinir 
*** dadj of which it is understood^ mark' reader, of 

* which it is understood, that' he the said BrigOr 

* £er General Maitland obtained or expected to 
" obtain, the occupancy by the aid of Colonel Pic^ 
^* ton.^* That is, in other words which caand-^ 
ther bis ttiisunderstdod or mistaken, that fi. G« 
Maitland had offered or given a pecuniaiy bribe 
to Colonel Pidton to assist him in procuring an 
allotment of land in Trinidad! O malignity of 
hlterpretation !-^ bribe from General Mattlan4 

>— and to whom? to Colonel Picton! to do 
what ? to obtain what could not be obtained : 
^he folly and absurdity of the insitiuation ari 
only equal to its baseness. Let aiiy officer, n^^ 
val, military, or civil — let any. gentlefkian, any 
msm of honor or honesty, read this» and refiain 
from feeling a just indignation if \it cati. T^o 
that just and honorable indignation I Vi^xt^aA^ 

' knd proceed to the last, but not least^ P^^ of 
^is title to that post I hayC given hiin, ^d tf^ 
considerntion and respict \rlnbh are dUe to hitii 
from tliat particular class in Sooiety in which he 
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once had, as I shall be able to prove> unmerited 



rank. 
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9, i must now inform the public, from autho- 
rity beyond all question, that an official report 
wa.s made by General the Earl of Carhampton 
Commander in Chief of his Majesty's forces in 
Ireland, respecting the unfaithful returns inadq 
hy Mr. FuUarton as Colonel of a regiment undeif 
his Lordship's command ; that the original do- 
cuments were transmitted to the Adjutant Ge-, 
nerars ofl\ce, Horse Guards, for the purpose of 
substantiating the charge; and with honesty 
heart-felt satisfaction do I record it, to the eter- 
nal honor of our illustrious Commander in Chief, 
that a piiMic official communication of the above, 
mentioned circumstance was made by his Royal 
Highness to the Secretary of State's Office, pre7 
yious to Mr. Fullarton's leaving England. On 
this last transaction I shall not make a single^ 
comment 

I now take my leave of Mr. Principal Fullar- 
t0jt>> ; confident that I have fulfilled my f^ngage- 

ment in proving him fully entitled to the post of. 

■ ■ ■ » ' 

honor I have assigned him. I proceed to the 

•• . •»%■'■ * • 

asspcjiates, Praximiy sed non longo intercallo^ . 
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FoTto Mfco^ First Afsociate^A Spiinfsh Mu^ 
latto Driver and PThipper qf GdUeji Skt/veSf 

The Escrivano Castro^ on Oath^ before the 

Court. 

** Q. Do you know Porto Rico ? • 

. '' A. Yes. 

f 

*' What is his general character? ^ 

*' A. Pne of those who get drunk friequently. 

** Q. What is his calling or trtide? 

*^ A. The man Who looked after the chained 
** negroes.. 

^' Q. Is he a man whom you would believe 
'* on your oath ?^ 

"A.I have doubts whether I would <>r not" 



P^allot the Jailer^ on Oath. 

'* Q. In what capacity did the mulatto* man 
" Porto Rico act under you ? 

"A. Driver of the galley slaves. 

" Q. Where is' he now ? 

* ' A, I do not know, but believe he is with 
'' Mr. FuUarton.'' 

Don Joseph Farfari^on Oath. 
*' Q. Did you know Porto Rico ? 
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" A. Ye». 

^' Q. What was nis situation aim general 
*' character? 

« A. An oyeweer of the chained ufigrqea «id 
''a borfachon*. 

'^ Q. Would you believe Porto Rico on his 
'' oath ? 

" A. Less than either Manuel Rotiies or Ra* 
** phael Shamhf whom I haoe before motn^ that 
*^ if I had no other proof than thuk oaths^ I 
^' should not belieoe. 

' * Q. Why would you not believe Porto Rico 
" on oath? 

*^ A. Because he is still worse than tha others. 

^* Q. Were they not all ofi|cets of justice iili- 
" der.yfeu in the government of Oenfefal Picton ? 
. ''A. Yes." 



JJie Honorable Philip Langtan^ an Oath. 

« Q. As a Magistmtfe in the dlffetent tribu- 
^< nals, were you ^Uainted with M^ndfel Ro- 
^* blesy Raphael Shandd, Porto Rieo, alid Juan 
^* Mbntes, and what were their different cha^ 
" racters ? 

" A. The three former were Alguazils of very 

* i.e. Att'ltia>ltttaldr«tfikaid. 



" infkqaous characters : of Juan Montes, I cant 
^ say anyf,tbii)g:i}^dvtoffl3i cwp^^^^^^ll^clge, 

" Q. Would any tribunal in this Colony have 
^ taken the iiath&iof these omen ? 

" A. No, I would not certainly, -nor. do I 
"• " believeany.dhcr tribunal would. 

"iQj When. you. say that as a Ma^strate you 
"^^^would-not take the oaths of Shando, -Robles, 
•' and Porto Rico, do you mean to say that you 
'^^^ have ever seen- a record or conviction for any 
•* crime that would preclude them giving cvi- 
" dence on their oath ? A. lAs thf y vwerc never 
'^ brought before me, I did not investigate all 
" their characters, but ; from such authorities 
'^^ as I could' npC doubt L coni^ider^d them as 
'' culprits/' 

9 

So far to prove the title of Senor Porto Rico 
to the place of associate with principal Fullar- 
toQ. A^ I conceive it unkind to separate those 
partners in their respective shares of individual 
merits aiid as it might be a little t^ious^ to niy 
leader to travel distinctly through the biogra- 
Iphy of each, T shall not dissociate the other 
three candidates, viz. second, third, and fourth 
associate, ' Manuel Robles, Raphael Shando, and 
Juan Moutei^. 
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Eserhdno Castro^ on Oath. - * 

. - ■%* . • 

** Q. Do you know Raphael Sbando ? 

** A. Yes.- ..,-;. 

* * Q. What is his general character ? 

** A. He had both bad and good qualities. 

" Q. Is he a.nian whom you would believe on 
" his oath ? * 

^^ A. I have doubts whether I would 0^ 
" not. 

. *^ Q. Do you know Manuel Robles? 
• " A. Yes. ^ . — ... . 

. ** Q. What is his general pharacter. 

' ' A. He lived the greatest „p3.rt of his time 
** in liquor. i , - j ^ 

" Q. What do you mean by living in U- 
*' quor ? . . ; ^^ - - 

" A. Always drunk. 

'^ Q. What was his trade or calling ? 

" A. An inferior Alguazil. . . 

•* Q. Is he a man whom you would believe 
*' on his oath ? , 

** A. 1, have doubts whetljer I would or 

** Q. Where are the three fest mentioned 
" persons? 
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** A. I have heard tlvat they are in London. 
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y ** QV "Wheif and witb^ \itrhom did'thfey tm- 
'* bark.'? 
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CounseUo)r Hayes, on the part' of the pro- 
secution, objected to this question. I pre- 
sume on the .ground that he did' ;not wish to 
have it recorded'in the returh to tfte manda- 
mus, and proclaimed to the world, that these 
reispectable ! ;Smors acoompauled ^'Mr. Futlafton 
in the same ship on his return to England. 
^^ Andowhen.Mr. Attojney ^Seneral bn.thebe- 
^** half of the defendant was heard in reply, 
** his Excellency was pleased to postpone the 
" decisiQBr.>;ifhefe0ii uMo the? nCTt court dky. 
V* On which day his Excellency overt rulfed the 
" objecti6n^;;^fid tl\e E^cnivano answered to the 
'* question. When and wkU whom .did Raphael 
** . Sliandoj. . aitd> Manuel Rdbles erabirk ? 

*' A. I do not exactly know when, but. they 
^ went 'in ! iheC'comooy : in which Gwernor Ful- 
^* larton sailed. 
-- *^ Q- yput h^ve $aid that you- woiiW not 

believe Raphael Shando on. his oath ; do yotr 

speak of your own knowledge of hi3 cha- 
*' racter-j^ '' . i 'r- 

" A. 1 have the same > opinion of him asi 
'^ I eiitertain of all the other Alguazils in this 
*^ country^ ; 
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*^ Q. Ihj i;espeCt to Porto: Hictf,. did you 
I' speak from your own knowledge of.his;dha« 
^^ racter ? 

** AI Yes; Jrom' my awn knoii*ledgltJ^ 

t^aUot the Jailor^ on. Oaih. 

" (^ Do ydii know one Ra|>fa^l-Siiatid0 i> 
" Av Yest 

" Q. Was he iiota<gaU6y slave iiti your cus> 
" tody? 

*' A. YeK 

" Q; Do yow knbw Manud Bobles* 

« A!. Yes. 

** Ql Was he ever in^ your custody ? 

''^ A. Yes, as a prisoner. 

" Q. What was Kis general conduct ill jidl? 

** A. Drinkingr much, 

'' Q; On what account w^s^ Rafiliael Sfaamd^ 
** put in prison ? 

" A. For havihg stolen the' tHdnm/ Orisif^ 
^^ frei/n thetajpon homes, tvHichhe cciHeeiM^ds 
^^ Alguazil. 

*^ Q. Was he confined merely on accusation, 
*' or a£i a punishment after conviction H 

"A. I don't know, he was senthy OTcfet of 
'* the intendant of police, Mr. de la Saavagere; 
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** Q. By the dourt Was Mr. De La Sau- 
* * vagere theu IntetiAmt ni the ppifce ? 

" A. Yes, and acting as Alguazil Mayor. 

*>' ^. For irhaA wb Muttel Robtes 'eom- 
"i netted. 

I 

'^ A For want oS attendance to 1ms- dutif as 
« AlguariL" 

Don Josef FarfaUy on Oath. 

<< Q. Did you know^ Manuel Robtes «id' 
" Raphael Shando ? 

"A. Yes. 

" Q. Of what country were' tfeeyi and what 
** was their general character ? 

^' A. They were S^niat^ ; Mwiiel Robles 
" was a known borrachon* 

'^ . Q. Could y^u credit ekhei: of them upon 
** their oaths ? 

^< A. If I had ho otiiet pAx^ but Ui/eir oadas, 
'^ I should not believe tbem. 

^' Q. What reasons had you* for sa^ng tlsfti^ 
'^ if you had no other pcoo^ than &e oatha^ of 
'* Raphael Shando, and Mapiw^l |Uibles» you 
'^' wottid not believe them f , 

^^: A. 'Jhe same that I sboi# have (^ any r 
^ other Vicious nito of bad tiondueti- 
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Mr. St.Pii on Oath, 
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^' 0- A* long resident iu the Colony, hold- 
^* ing public employments under the iSpaliish • 
^ an^ ; ; ;fli]tgli$h : Governments, was. you , ac- 
*' quainted with Manuel Robles and; Raph^l 
** Shando, and what was their general cha- 
** racterr .',, -, . , . .v.,. - < , j\ ' 

*' A. I knew them Alguazils of the Cabildo, 
-^f jfthile; J;:isgts]a ineipbef rjOt*: it ; they were men 
** of bad enough morals, often drunk., ; 

** Q. Do you know Juau Montes, and what 
^*uMi{a«bb.ocljai»&ter!?..- ■.;i:i. t > :'..»■•' 

** A. I knew hi:n) for. tv?o or three yearSj he 
^ V jirto; a «wmfcJfc$oip(^ ^pd toi^bulent mat), ". 

'tj>a^!luaii Monies,, the fifth associate^ swears 
upon the trial of Colonel Pitton, that he /yvas 
^'-Jtesistan't to 'the Engkie«*s," and ^beforft the 
conquest, he was \\ iiiithe military,". Whe- 
ther ' his .fiicnd Mr^ Fullarton suggested j this 
Mtittvitoun of ^^jhsistant to the Mvgineers^ to 
denote <a! man icarryingi a spade and shov<?l,: I * 
know not, or whether bjr swearing he eiyflfj in • 
the iriilitary,'[ implies thatiJie is a desei:ter,from 
it, I leave altefifco hiAa fei^d Mt- Fullarton to 
decide, but J know and I. assert that he xvcm 
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a, bad and useless pioneer, and that he was sl 
drunken soldier, and i^ a deserter from the Ha- 
vannah; very generally believed in Trinidad - 
to be. a 'spy to the Spanish Government, arid 
upipn that account, perhaps, approved by Mr. 
F.as Deputy Alguazil Mayor^ (or Under- Sheriff) • 
but whom theiboard of Cabildo unanimously 
refused to admit in that situation as a degraded 
n\ari; and notwithstanding the means which 
Mr, F. employed to overawe the board inlo- 
compliance, it persisted in its resolution^ and 
sent a; strong and spirited protest against Mr.' 
Fullarfpn; to the Secretary of State's office,, sta- 
ting their reasons for not complying with bis 
mandate. 

Don Pedro Vargas^ the Sixth Associate. 

It is difficult to determine on the amphibious 
character of this associate. Oti Colonel Pic- ' 
tori's trial, he swore that he was a lawyer in the 
Spanish West Indies^ It seems likely that the' 
cold of this country had ftozen op the legal' 
faculty, for when he was questioned upon 
oath by Mr. Dallas, viz. ^' Q. Whether, there 
** is any part of that, book (alluding to tlie 
** Recopilacion of the 'Law« of India relating' 
^* to South America) which directs what. legal* 
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^ proeeeAng shall be bad whei^ a person is 
**^ suspected of' robbeiy*'— His Aniswer W9s^ 
aifd maf k tke answer of a nian who the iHoment ' 
before swoie ^'' that he* studied thoa0 Law» as 
*^ a> ProfessicHi,'* and a little time afterwards * 
swore '^ that he was examified on his krnow* 
'^ ledgn before a full Council, after fiveyeam 
*^ practice in< the inf<^rior Courts, and a sub- 
'^ sequent two years practice in tiie superior 
•f Courts*' — *^* I do not know, it is sometliing 
^^ difficult to say, I have not read them lately,'* 
and the work is in three volumes.*^ And upon • 
being forther asked, Q. ** I want to know tf 
*^ thesebooks contain any direction to a crimi- 
** nal Judge how to proceed in matters of ac- 
•* cusation ?"* He answers, with equal know- 
ledge and exhibition of profound legal infor- 
mation, ** I am not prepared for that question, 
^* hvA notwithstanding, 1 witt tett you with 
**• consideration.** And after carefuBy inspect- 
ing the work fbv some time, he> was again, asked, 
'^ Q. Wilt you swear that thei;eis, Jrom begm-' 
'^ ning to end of these three volumes, a single ' 
•* page prakibitmg the practice of tortnre?** What 
ynst his answer to this, after all this careful in« 
spectibn of the work, why^ ^^ I will not swear 
'* there is not in these three volumes. I l^ink 
'* not, t cannot tell.* Here lu^ specimens 



6^ Afe Smitb Vaigaslfir: fitnea^ tDibeipvodiicseft 
aK>aSfumu^ \swyet to explain^ wbat isvaqd^i^at 
jiADt l^panisih la«r ; a> maA who is^ eompriled 
tb: adcnowledge before the whote Court) that' he 
luoirs^ nothing about the matter; But I^^ball 
go* a little fiirther into tiie merits^ andi acecm- 
^sfamenl^of tfai;i. profound, hwyev, Miv PMrO 
Smith' Vavgas. Wfaea he was aeked' upon oath, 
^ Qi Upon your oatb have youi not h^eii: em* 
^ ployed^ by Colonel^ Eullarton to> take the- 
** eSK^minat^n* of diiferent persons^ ? ♦ 

^ A. CoIat96l\FuUurttm wished^ to haoe ^*ai^ 
** jijCff fice of my^ opirneni but I w^uU not gwe- it. '" 
pondveiy^ swears ou' ^le fioly Bvangefis^ mr open 
Court '^thail he wovrld not ^«ie him^ 3iie assist- 
^ anroe of Ihs* opinion^ :^ and^ being* agmn asfeec^ 
'^ Q. Have you ait a»y time been emptoyed' in 
'*- taking examinadons against General Pictoir!'* 
What was his- answer, *** No Sir.** Bert he 
Btanmiers a little and' adds> ^'^ I befieve not,^ 
" I was Botr employed officially.'" And. to Ae 
very next question, ** Upon your o«tb have 
^^ you not been empltoyed By Cdonel Fullar- 
** ton* txy take the examinations of diffferent per- 
** sons agamst General Picton ?* He answers 
in the true spirit of what is called in this eoun-* 
try '' an Old Bkiltey Solicitor, *' '^ I wm em- 
*^ ployed as Interpreter to tranitite thtm.'^ He 
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troulfltiot .answer the . qiiesttori/ he wdultf riid- 
thet' say yes or no; : .he would havfe a salvo for: 
hisi conscience. However " this sort of verojiHi 
^ when they ^e forced into day upon one jpoint 
^Vareiseen to burrow in another; but. they s^halt 

V have no . refuge ; I will make them bolt . outj 
»t*- of all their holes." The vagrant who «wears^ 

V No, . Sir>" and '' I believe hot, f ' and / 'f nofc 
*!f employied officially/' ! where do I; find; bjin? 
On, the. oath of Don Francis) Sal:azar» before: 
the Honorable Mr. John .Black,{ one of His* 
Maje^y's Council as stated in the minutes. i)f the 
Go|inci).; *^fAn.a,prhaterQQ9H.iT^U> w.h^ch also en-*' 

V .^red Dons Juan Monte^ and Dt^iP^dro VarH\ 
*^' gas, and t^wp-oM^jr gentlemen in bhitSGoats and* 
•^.^i;e(Jc^p^.. and collars, (all Aides deC5amp)? 
*f, oi^e of which tJi^ deponent thinks wisis -the* 
*^ • Engji^i [Provost Marshal, Mr. Adderley^ and* 
** ieittg thus assembled^ th^ Colonel (i, e. of 
•* J;hose Gentlemen so assembled) put two slips* 
^\ of paper, which he placed witli a wafer in the 
^\JoTmof a cross on a book, and gave it to 
*' Pedro Vargas, who swore deponent to declare 
** tlie truth to such questions as should be asked 
*^ him, , that the said Vargas the^n acted as seer e^- 
'* tary^ writing the Colonel's » questions^ and 
** deponent's, answers^ which were to the fol* 
*MpwiDg^fFect; ., 
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I ;•* Declares that Varg^ wrote his declaratioa 

;*'Vdiid then required hhn to.isign it, wHch Jie 

^^ .refuted to do, until he had read; it; that 

.**. Mori tea urged him much while iellirigj the 

if*- iruthj to tell more than he knew, seemingfy 

• ^^ with a design of criminating Gaoernor Pic- 

,** ton. That after having signed, Vargas 

V charged him not to reveal his^ having been 

*^ ea^aminedj)y any person, for that the affair 

*^ must be kept secret j*' and deponent then left; 

the house. 

" " . . .^ 

I 

Again, on the oath of John Pla, a Spaniard, 
J[^worn and interrogated before the Council, 
-and extracted also from tlie minutes,) who de- 
posed, " that he was sworn to secr^y by 
Colonel Fullarton in person, hfuring- with him, 
Mr Vargas, one Montes who wa^- formerly 
a Spanish soldier, asid afipth^\ secretary who 
** he believes was Mr. Adderley : On being 
** asked, if he knows who occasioued his being 
*' examined, he swears, Montes was t|;ie cause, 
^* and that he has been the prinqip^l cause of 
*^ all the discord and misii^telligenc? that has 
happened lately in the island by his intriguing 
and lying." Mr. Smith Vargas swears that 
he was not employed * ' officially"* by Mr. Ful- 
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fluid limn ismplayed no, is the .<infaaMus ibun- 

.tnitts of the>\iiifaappyipriest'* whidi I^haXK de* 

stEtaled. i He knew v the - temper^ of the ^R^vereifd 

iJRalber, mud > was a fitrinstnunent to adtnniister 

»ta'htm. ' Oo the oatb <6f \Maria GaUeroitiEr tile 

^iretiUrn to die anandamus^'on her • heing^ukdd^ 

iSQ. DW you ever ^see the register ^«f\yodr 

»* ^daughter's birth ?" She answers ^' .'Don jPc- 

'**.d!ro VuKgasrshewed-me a topjfpf the^^ rcgisttr 

** which had been given him by the jQurate* 

" Q. Who is Don Pedro Vargas ? A. He wai 

** tlie <LiBgui)$t of the ^ Governor r who eatried 

'^•<iny daughter » away.'' My reader will reeql* 

4(hct >4ihis (^fi2^;idoiis -pd having acknawiedged 

^bbfore, vthatfae had delivered two of thesa&ttged 

roevtifitetes^ oiie tof-the *^ 'inr^ secristaty 2X»t 

^i[$mM&mts'\ wheri she< was^going^ to Bnj^d, 

Mtttd iUSdditt^ ^e mbthef^of Im 

'|Sd f4r foi'Mr.'^mJth'Vai^jfe's c&flsistehf tes- 
timttiiy! *As tb li^ho Mr. Smith Vargas is, or 
'#hatiie'vm8'wfaeii he came to this couhtryand 
^eri left it With Mr; FiillartQp,' "this, as Thave 

'mfmtmmm I > " ■ i ' < ■ ■ I . t ■ i ■ ■ r i ■ ■ » ■ ^ i I I I .■ ■■ i i^ii> >i m t^i % < m 

*— — — cpftaor, 
H«c res et juogit, junctoset serrat Amlcos. 

Hor. Sat III. 1. 



irid, is a moft dHficnit basittbss to deteftt^e« 
Ife swears him^lf that he Was kno^li to iSy 
Littd Hobart, as Mr Smth. Q. by Mr. Dailas, 
^ Did you pass at any time under tfa^ name of 
** Smith ? — A, Yes, I did ; it came to the 
** kdOfi4e<^ tf Lord Hobart before the pfeace 
^ Wii4 concliicfed.*' Upon this it trould be iiffi- 
imlotts to obsdi^ further, {et res mn rmlt e:rpdm. ) 
That ills Lord^p had a^ part in ititroducing 
Idm tk> til6 acquamtance of Mr. FuUartOn or Mr. 
-AdA^ley, I dhall neVer for a moment beCeve. 
^I Imo^, fr^n unqaeitioned authority, that I 
•cai^^roduce, that he was tiving in a garret or 
tsellar in Pcrfand Street, a little before or at the 

r 

'time when he was ditariithy his principal^ and 

iSfikt in that tieighbouiiiood, he passed for a sbft 

«af aldbymist and botanist,* and some sdid an as- 

Cttologer. However, thehiippy comlnnation of 

dit^se hit^t>genous qualities stamped him with 

a vetsatiU^, which wdl siiited the part which 

Ibs {^rincipai intended fbr him, and he was 

lacked up ^ong with the, rest of the tools and 

instruments to be used as occasion required, 

when they all arrived at the gtekt forge or labo- 

^ffttory rf their Operations. I have shewn what 

ft conspicuous paH: be acted thene in tlie present 

case of Louisa Galderon. Whit may be the 
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theatre of his future exhibition, 9!. person may 
givt a shrewd conjecture. He will no do}i.^t 
fill 3X1 elevated situation, whatever new region 

he may seek to adorn. ' ^ 

• 

I have now drudged through a duty, the 
most disgusting to myself, and, 1 have, no 
doubt the most irksome to my reader, of any of 
those which I have assigned to myself, o? shall 
impose upon them in the course of this publica- 
tion. I have extended this painful investiga- 
tion of the characters of the principal and the 
associates, further than I at first intended. I 
have however adhered to my original pledge. 
I have -given authorities of unquestioned inte- 
grity for every syllable I have advanced. If any 
attempt s;hould be made to invalidate what I 
. have stated ; it is not my testimony or.assertion 
that is to be contraverted. Thank Heaven! 
I have, not yet had the misfortune to be driven 
into such company : I know nothing of them. 
Should the Principal enter the Arena, and plead 
for his associates; he mu&t indict the whole 
Court at the Port' of Spain, nay, he must at- 
tack the whole island of Trinidad, and what 
iBuccess he can promise himself, even with the 
aid of such powerful auxiliaries as Porto Rico, 
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Manuel ttobleSy Raphael Shando, Juan Montes^ 
and Mr. Smith, alias Pedro Vargas^ I leave for 
liis. and their consideration. Consigning them 
therefore to the Great Master, whose spirit pre- 
sided over all their actions, and dismissing them 
for ever from any future notice, observation, or 
remark, I shall proceed to make a few comments 
on a part of this case, which was vauntingly 
pressed by Mr. Fuilarton's counsel It is, 
** that so far from having^ found torture in 
•* practice under the former governors, he, 
'* Colonel Picton, attached to himself all the 
* ' infamy of " having invented this instrument 
*' of cruelty." 

Mr. G. read the return of ihe mandamus, 
and rises in his place, and tells the Court 
(I was by and heard him) that Colonel Pic- 
ton " invented this instrument of cruelty." O 
intolerandam audaciam ! What must be the 
nature of that practice or that profession which 
seduqes, or obliges a man to say that which he 
knows, which, on the oath of many he is taught, 
he is instructed to know, is not the fact?* 

■ 

* Dicigitur, qaid Causidids ciTilia pnesteat 
Officia, et magno comites in fasce libelli ? 
Ipsi magna sonant ; 
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Mr. O. in the return to that mandamus found 
that the picket w^s first ordered by Governor Pic- 
ton as an instrument of military punishment^ and 
used as such by the West India, or Black Regl- 
ments, being much preferable to whipping, which 
hi that hot country is certainly a worse prac- 
tice than it is in this, where many officers of the 
first characters cpndemn its use. Mr. G. 
knew from the Magistrate Mr- Begorrat in 
the same return, that Colonel Picton had ^o 
more to do with the ordering of the picket to 
Louisa Calderon, than Mr. G. himself had, 
for Mr. BegoiTat swears in his answer to the 
question, " Q. Was the picket ordered to 
*^ Louisa Calderon a Spanish mode of punish-. 
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Tunc immensa cavi spirant mendaciafollcft 
Conspniturque shiiis* 

' Jut. Sat 7. 1. 106. 

/ • 

Tell me, If yon please, 
What gain'tibe lair^er's actire liCe affords, 
His sacks of papers, and his war of words ? 
HeaTens I how he beiloVs in our tortur'd eMs ; 

then his passions rise ! 

Then forth he puflfe th' 

From his swoll'n lungs ! then the white fdam appears, 
And, driieUing down his beard, his vest besmears ! 

Vide Mr. Gifford's Translation, L 166. 
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V meat, or were you at liberty as a Spanish 
** Judge to apply the mode- of tortuie as yofSL 
/' thought most advisable ? A. T|^ ii\odes 
,•* of torture are not absolutely defined -hy die 
'^ Spanish law, it is left to tlie discretion of 
** the Judge, and recommend^ by the law 
/* to the Judge to administer the torture -ac- 
*' cording to the constitution and* strength of 
'^ the accused. And as 1 did not consider the 
'' picket in the gaol but as a very slight torture 
*^ in comparison to tortures used in Spain, I or- 
^^ dered it in preference to LouisaJ* 

What practice or profession, I say again, au« 
thorizes a man to make assertions of this general 
and unqualified nature, particularly when they 
.are calculated to load a man in a high station 
witli most unmerited and most unjust obloquy ? 
In the same style of beautiful and splendid de^ 
clamation did the head of the English bar ob- 
serve upon the punishment, that it should in 
future iose its present appellation of picketing, 
and be called pictoning Why, ** I vow to 
God,'* (a favorite- rhetorical flourish of this 
causidicus inficetu^ and so may the habit of 
calling on his Cjod never dq}art from him, ) I 
could make as good a pun as this myseli^ coukt 
I condescend to such c(mtemptible, impertinent 

Q 2 
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trifling, I could be even Garrulous on the point, 
nntil my reader lost all patience with me. I 
might be called also a quibbler or a punster, or 
any other mean or low thing my reader pleases, 
but I should not convince any person that I Was 
an accomplished gentleman, or that I had the 
capacity of a profound lawyer. I should nei- 
ther shew the extent of my research, nor any 
power of combination. I should not prove my- 
self competent, likie the head and ornament of 
another bar, and be able in his language to tell 
Mr. G. that perhaps' he may reply to tlie 
arguments I have advanced in this book by 
some such silly idle pun as that, or " by some 
'* curt contumelious, and unmeaning apothegrii 
** delivered with the fretful smile of irritated 
«' self-sufficiency and disconcerted arrogance ; 
^ or even if he can be brought to a consider- 
'* ation of this momentous question, by what 
' ' miracle could the pigmy capacity of a stinted 
" pedant be enlarged to a reception of the sub- 
ject.** " The endeavour to approach it 
would have only removed him to a greater 
•*. distance than he was before, as a little hand 
" that strives to gtasp a mighty ball is thrown 
** back by the reaction of it's own effort to 
** comprehend it It may be given to a Hales 
•* or a Hardwicke to discover and retract a 



it 

<4 



4t 



229 

*^ mistake; the ferrprs of suchx men are oidy 

** specks that rise for a mojnent upon the sur^ 

'f face of a splendid luminary; consumed by 

** its heat, or irradiated by if s light, they soon 

** piu-ge and disappear; but the perversenesses 

^ of a mean and narrow intellect are like the 

" excrescences that grow upon a body natu- 

*' rally cold and dark, no fire to waste them, 

and no ray to enlighten ; they assimilate and 

coalesce with those qualities so congenial to 

their nature, and acquire an incorrigible per-^ 

" manency in the union with kindred frost and 

kindred opacity. Nor indeed, Mr. Garrow, 

except where the interest of millions can be 

affected by the folly or vice of an individual, 

" need it be much regretted, it bath taot pleased 

" Providence to afford tlie privilege of im- 

** provement.'^ 

r 
I 

Language such as this, reaves and blasts like 
the bolt of heaven. This is the style of an 
orator, a scholar, and an accomplished advo- 
cate. Let me advise Mr- G. to bear this in 
mind the next timie he addresses a jury, and 
when he comes to speak of a gallant and ex- ' 
perienced officer, let his crimination not be 
clothed in the rags and tatters of an underling 
player ; if he is to be accused, let the man and 






«30 

the matter correspond/ let Colonel Picton jand 
the language used towards him,- in some way 
or other assimilate, let it at least have a noble 
caat 

I have now finished all I thiAk necessary to. 
say at present on the question of Louisa Cal* 
deron. I have laboured/to prtrce, 

,1, That Colonel Picton acted upon the laws 
which he found existing in the island of Trini- 
dad at the jieriod of the . conquest, subject to 
such deviation in some instances, as the orders 
whjich he received from the Commander iti 
Chief, Sir Ralph Abercromby, directed; and 
these laws were the laws of Old Spain, or Cas^ 
tile, n)pdified by the Recopilacion de las In-* 
dias. 

Q. That in concurring with the petition of 
recommendation of the legal Magistrate, Don 
Hilario Begorrat, . in the case of Louisa Calde* 
ron. Colonel Picton conformed precis^y to tlw 
letter and spirit of those laws, as reported in 
the different accredited law authorities obtam*^ 
ing in th(? Colony, and as recommended tQ 
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tjrranuy, injustice, cruelty, or rapacity agsdnst 
him, I say, if these enemies, active industri- 
ous, and most willing as they were to find evi- 
dences of any of these acts, were not able to 
(mxluce one person of any rank, situation, or 
character^ to say one word agaunst the conduct 
of General Picton during a long and difficult 
administration of seven years. If all these 
things are fairly and fully made out, I believe 
I shall be acquitted of all presumption or self- 
sufficiency in the confidence with which I have 
ventured this publication to the People of Eng- 
land, and on the sentence which I relied they 
will ultimately pass upon it. I am more and 
more strengthened and supported in this con- 
fidential expectation, when I call to my mind, 
and beg leav^ to call also to their attention, 
that during a period of nearly three Years that 
this investigation is now going' on, when every 
nerve has been exerted to call forth evidence of 
misconduct, when all the engines which a ma- 
lignant activity could collect and ^rray, and all 
the resources of money, power, and perverted inge- 
' nuity which have been directed and applied with 
unrelaxing perseverance, yet-eveiy iniquitous 
effort has proved incompetent and unequal to 
call out one man of credit to support these.infa- 
mous allegations, . nor to detect one circumstance 
in the character or proceedings of Colonel ^'''- 
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ton's life Hvhe^ming an officer, an honest man, 
and a gentijjjman. Let me therefore safely ap- 
peal to the People of England, and triumphantly 
ask, is there, anoiher mstancfe in the records of 
the nation, where after such a scrutiny as has 
taken place into the Conduct, /uwa/^ and public^ 
6f this ofiictr, is Iher^ I say, another instam^em 
the long roll and catal<^ue of great and eele^ 
hrated characters, whose lives have adorned the 
tonals and faktory of our islaiid, of a .man whb 
has come* out of this fiery trial with so \m- 
spotted a reputatidn as Colonel Picton ? If there 
be not, and I h*e challenge any man to pro* 
"duee tlie instbnce^ then. People of Engl^d^ 
^ I demand from your justice a verdict fcwr 
this distinguished officer of— uwnimoiisly-^ 
NO J GUILTY. 
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GENERAL OBSEKVATIONS. 



Mr. DALLAS, that eloquent enlightened, 
comprehensive and genilemanlike advocate,^ 
opened his Address to . the Jury in the foUow:^ 
ing manner, 

*\ Gentlemen, 

" The case before you is of a novel and extra- 
" ordinary nature ; nor do I mean to deny, that 
" in whatever hght it h considered, whether 
^ with regard to the public or to the individoal, 
** it is of the greatest magnitude and impor- 
•* tance : on the one hand, nothing can more 
•* eoncern the public than that extensive powers 
** should not be perverted to the purposes of 
^* malice and oppression ; and on the other, that 
-" the individual should not suffer, if he has 
'**^ lawfully exercised the authority with which he 
*^ \yas invested. If the defendant hath done 
** nothing more than what he deemed afcuthjul 



* Mira in scrmone, mira etiam in ore ipso Tultuque sna* 
Titas.' Ad hoc ingeniam excclsuiD^ subtile^ dalce, fadlei 
f roditum ip c^usis agenda, 

Plia. Ep. IZ.% 



** discharge of his duty, he should not be con- 
** signed over to ruin.^ ' 

The truth aud propriety of the above obser- 
vations no reasonable man living can question^ 
and on that account I have chosen them as a sort 
of it^otto to the few general reflections which 
I shall add to the case that I have now detailed 
to the public, and also with a view of making 
a few comments on the principle of the remark 
so stated. 

V 

The case is not only novel and extraordi- 
nary in its principles^ , but there are features of 
peculiarity in some of the numerous circum^ 
stances attending it, which must attract the 
attention of the most incurious person ; circum- 
stances which, I have no doubt, stagger the be- 
lief of the most credulous, and puzzle the under- 
standing of the most reflecting. It is one, and 
not the least of those curious circumstance^, 
that an officer, placed as Colonel Picton was, 
as a mere Military Compaandant in the Govern^ 
ment of Trinidad for upwards of five years, 
with what I may justly call double sentries on 
his charge, and his conduct of tliat charge ; on 
one hand the Commander in Chief of the West 
Indies, close to the scene of action, with a con- 
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stant correspondence going forward between 
him and this Commanding Officer ; a new, and 
latterly, a very full commercial intercourse ac- 
tively carried oil between this Colony and all 
the neighbouring islands ; every avenue, channel, 
and passage of communication, free and open. 
to every description of persons ; and oti the other 
hand, His Majesty's Ministers, the Secretary 
for the Colonial Department, who for reasons 
which it is unnecessary to detail here, did look 
upon the Colony of Trinidad as a most impor- 
tant possession, and which it certainly was at 
.one time the intention of His Majesty's Govern- ' 
ment to ipake the Theatre or Focus of a very 
. extensive system of future operations towards 
the South American Colonies ; I say, thus 
doubly watched by near and distant officers, 
by civil and military, it certainly appears not 
a little extraordinary, how a system which has 
been lately denounced with every vile epithet 
which the language could furnish, could have 
been suffered to have gone on so long in the 
very faces of those persons whose duty it was 
to receive information upon this subject, to exa- 
mine it's foundation, and to take such imme- 
diate steps as the circumstances required. Of 
two things one must have occurred ; either the 
Commander in Chief and His Majesty's Minis- 



tets received nc reports of these proceediiigfl^ or 
if they did receive therjf^ ihey neglected tb^ 
duty, and toot no luxtice of .them. T|)at the 
fifst however was Actually the case, the Mini$^ 
ter's letter to Colonel Pictqn affords a morf 
iieasonahle presup^ptio^. Lprd Hobart, > then 
Secretary for the Colonial department, says, jn 
his letter of July 19, 1802, 

" The first official notification I haw receii'ed 
" of aBy dissatisfaction at your Government 
" has b^en J7vm yojti^self, and I can only oh- 
" serve, ^ that the zeal and ability you have 
** uniformly shewn, in maintaining the se- 
curity and tr^Qqvdllity of the island during 
the very critical period of your command, 
^ would alone call upon, me to receive any ac- 
** cowts of that kind with the, gre;at est circum- 
" spectian. 

(Signed) ^' Hobart." 

«« To Bsigadier General Picton, 

&C. &c, &€•" 

The date of. this letter is July 1802, about tlie 
period of the appointment of the ill-fated com- 
mission. At this time, therefore, it is certain, 
that Colonel Picton's Government not only re- 
mained unimpeached to his Majesty's Ministers, 
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bttt his ** zeal and ability*' weie distinguished 
ia their estnnation. Let us see how he was 
cMiiakiered by the Military Commanders : The 
Commander in Chief in the West Indies, on the 
iSth of August 1 802, was Lieutenant General 
On6field, whose public dispatches on the lith 
and 13th of August foHowing, (some weeks af- 
ter Mr. Principal .Fullarton and his associates 
bad s^ed for England with their cai^o of cri- 
minations against Colonel Pictou) are now be- 
fore me, in which the Gelieral Expresses him- 
self in the following strong terms, 

*V Circumstances unexpected by Colonel Pic- 
** ton, or by any other person, have placed him 
** for a Uttle time in a disagreeable situation ; 
^ but I am fully persuaded his general conduct 
''** has been such, as will convince the world of 
** his merit, and his fame will rise the higher 
** for the unmerited persecution under wlijch 
" he now labours. 

(Signed) " W. Grinfijelp, 

^^ Lieutenant GreneraiL'' 
^ Right Honorable Lord Hobart, 

And in his dispatch to His Royal Highness 
tbe Duke of York^ he says, 



^ 
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*' The disagrefe^ble situation in which hQ 
•' (Colonel Picton) has unfortunately, uniu*" 
ientionally, and disagreeably been placed, 
through the extraordinary conduct of Colonel 
" Fullarton, requires me to desire you parti«- 
*^ cularly to express my entire satisfaction of 
" Brigadier General Picton, both as a soldier 
" and a gentleman. 

> (Signed) *' W. Grinfield. 

^^^ ^* Lieutenant General." 

*^ Colonel Clinton, Secretary 
^' to His Royal Highness the 

*' Commander in Chjef:** 

/ 

We find therefore that both His Majesty^ 
Ministers and ^the Commander in Chief have 
spoken out on the subject; the first^ at the 
very period of the appointment of the commis- 
sion ; and the ' other, immediately after its 
dissolution. Colonel Picton arrived in London 
5n October 1 803 : he waited on Lord Hobart a 
few days after, about the time of the arrival of 
the General's diispatches at the Secretary's office, 
^and had, I suppose, some conversation with hig 
lordship oh the business. In the beginning 
of December following, he was arrested by a 
King's messenger, and confined at Mr. Sparrow's 
bousec^n the oaths and depositions of these dssociate^ 
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wliose characters I have taken from the return 
to the mandamus, and already inserted in my 
statement. , Whether this step was taken in the 
manner in which Lord Hobart avo^tred '^ he 
should receive any account of that kind^^ that is, 
as his Lordship says, ^'tspiM the greatest circum* 
" spection^" I am not quite prepared to decide* 
This I am sure of, that he. Colonel Picton, was 
very ** circumspectly*' taken up, and " viery cir- 
^ cumspectly** watched and guarded. An officer 
of such distinguished reputation, with such eu^ 
logics from the highest civil and military authcK 
fities still sounding in his ears, is, upon the 
oaths of men*, whose testimonies, (from the 
depositions on oath of every respectable mai^ 
and magistrate that was called upon the oc-* 
casion, who lived in the country, and knew 
these men for years,) /* would not be be- 
lieved upon their oathsj taken up and impri* 
soned ! ! ! It does not belong to the duty I 
have imposed upon myself in writing this ad- 
dress, to examine into the causes which induced 
His Majesty's confidential servants to come to 
the resolution of believing the oaths of these 



* The names signed to the indictment found against Colo« 
fliiel Ficton are, Louisa Calderon, Raphael Shando^ Padres 
Vargas, and Jnan Montes« 
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vagrants, and of. putting Colonel. Ficix)nupoii 
his defence; but it is very niuch J;o my pur; 
pose to slate the Jact*^ and the, circumstance 
connected with that fact, for the imports^t use 
which I shaU have by and by tP make of it* 

• * ■ ■ 

In an officer, whpse merit had been previously 
so highly appreciated^or his conduct " und^ 
" circumstances of considerable difficulty and 
** danger,** it cannot appear at all extrabrdi* 
nary, that a considerable share of confidence 
might be placed ; that a general rectitude in 
the measures which he pursued, might be very 
fairly. presumed, and thatlarge allowances, should 
be made for any deviations which he might feel 
himself constrained to make from the ordinary 
course of practice, during the period of his 
" critical command," as my Lord Hobart very 
justly calls it, no reasonable man will dispute* 
And after the statement which I have 
given of the circumstances of the case of Lou- 
isa Calderon, now that the public axe in posses^ 
^ion of the large discretionary powers which he 
received from his Conmiander in Chief, (and let 



. * Diligimus omnia vera, id est, fideU4> simplicia) C09< 
stantia; vana, falsa^ faHentia pdimtts» 
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rt never be forgotten that that Cbrnpiand^r ftt 
jChief was Sir Rilph Abercromby, ) wh^, I ^y, 
the extraordinary and- perilous state of th4e\vhol4 
of the West India , idands is consider^ ; whei 
(bt^emo^t peculiar and novel state of the laws atid 
ordinances of tb^ CJotony over which he was 
plficed is reflected oh; wlien the feeble state of hfs 
Aiiserable and insubordinate garrison to preservt 
jit's order and subjection is called to mind^aii 
ihese n)oment<nis 'circumstances ought surely 
to liave made every sober minded man paus^^ 
befofte he rashly, weakly, and presumptuously 
lia^^arded a condevnoation of conduct, tbe m6r 
tives,- reasons, or Necessities for which, at- 
thpugh o(P pourse thotoughly known, felt, atid 
^ndeiistood by, Ministers, the pubGc in general 
must have been entirely ignorant of. On gresM: 
trying occasions of this kind, whi&re a man's 
^ty and his. feelings are put into a state of wan- 
(aire ; when, as a Soldier, his own reputation is at 
•tak^, and the lives and fortunes of thousands p^v 
htfps resting on his decisions, he who arrogantly 
pvesumes to arraign measures, the propiriety orini- 
propriety of which depended entirely on a chain 
of circumstances, to judge of which required 
either close proximity, or a very just and mi- 
nute information, in my humble opinion .gives 
neither a proof of his judgment^ adr a pledge 

R 8 
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of his ixnpartiaKty. But applying my reasori^ 
ing to^ the particular case, of Louisa Calderoil^ 
from which I have deviated a little too muchf 
I think, that as to the merits or demerits of Co*^^ 
lonel Picton in that business, there will be sooa 
no doubt, nor I believe much contrariety of 
<)pinion» : it is now fully and fairly^ brfore* thft 
public, and the question for them to decid6^ ift 
comprized in a very snfiall compass; it is^^hia^ 
Was Colonel Picton; taking in the whole of fki 
circumstances of his situation^ warranted and 
fairly borne out in the part which he took in thh 
punishment of Louisa Calderon^ or ndt f This is 
the simple question for the consideration exA 
decision of the People of England. In the re- 
view which I have taken of the question, I havt 
examined it merely on the principle oiU&o ; ina^ 
dequate as I am to give it that degree of exl^ 
mination which such an important subject de^ 
serves, I flatter myself that I have investigated 
the principles of that law, and proved- its prae^ 
ixct sufficiently^ for all the purposes which I ' im 
tended, fiut surely this is a poor, narrow^ 
confined, and miserable view of the subject. • Let 
roe ask, will the informed and reflecting part of 
the community, make a mere law-questionof 
this proceeding, when it is acknowledged witl» 
out contradiction^ that after Sir Ralph Ahei« 
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cromhy had banished the former Assessor for 
his crimes, and corrupt practices, there was 
not a single' Spanish lawyer to be found in the 
wkote country. 

In the consideration which I gave of the law 
^rt of this business, I might have carried, with 
perfect fairness, my argument much farther than 
I have done, and I'might have deduced from this 
measure^ cf Sir Ralph Abefcromby's, conse- 
qutoces of much greater extent than I. have 
thought necessary in ^ the conclusion ofthatren 
View. I might hive ^d and maintained, coen 
before Mr* Garrcfw himself y diat the moment 
after the execution of that measure, and the 
promnlgation of Sir Ralph^s. sentence on the 
Assefitoor, there was ati end^ to every thing that 
had^the semblance of Spanish law. The Comi 
iDE^iider in Chief, by this act, put hisishoulders to 
Che-pillars of the temple, and tumbled it to the 
very foundation. I say, the mometit he put his 
jlignature to the instrument of Judge Nihellfi 
histructions, he did not leave a single stone of the 
edifice standing; ■ all went in a crash ; one stroke 
of his pen demolished the work of s^es^ law 
'and lawyers. Assessors and Escrivanos, all disapr 
peared, and nothing but the emphatic word 
** consci^ice'' ren^ainedt There he built the 



netr tribunal, ;an4 Colonel. Pictoii t«ra$ consti'* 
tilted the High, Friestj the iaw^ ifiad the Gospelf 
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Will the People of England deqide , th^. 
tion on the sole ground of law ? Will they say 
that the "AJcaldeSjf a set r of plaaters^ (or cotm* 
ti^y gentl^nen, aa we tnig)it call them here) ; mei;^ 
who it;i4rad not neces^ary^ 4$; Mf . JBegorrat ss^ysi^ 
^\ eventhiijbthby should kiwi how to write pf 
*^-: read," in 6fder>to^be the! Alcaldes, \(^r Spiumli 
Magislraiesi > . WiU > tbej? 3a»y that ^i^^ .sbi^cl 
be niafiiterB lofi 4)hei Spanish. Ijawi? Is Pe Cartri^i 
a miserable 'Siscrivasio^ a brokenrdowq j sol4i€^ry 
And Spanish liatbefy tt> be. clothed Z^itb tha 
ch&rkcter and< iuformajtidn of ^ jurisconsult? 
is Colonel jPict on, k mail who lieveT) I supppsj^ 
Jhead an English law book in hia life, i^M* X 
d^e >sayv^ cauldl ubtifipd much greater, c^t^ 
taiamieht iiar.a 8pani9h Iiec<)pi}aieian thm jbf 
wduld ift fifaj^k^tone. Hale, ;r<»: Hardwic^ei 
is: he to be judged for his w$it of knowledge of 
Splanish lai)r ?: Uidiculous ! ^ur4 in th^ h^he$lf 
degree !:! Not so, thought tii^t re vere4' liia*^ 
r^ter Sir lUlph Ahercroi^by, : wheia be <9pm*p 
mitted thie CoUmy c<M(ii]dently to hiis Govemt 
meat. View the . different light^^ in which h# 
intrusted this ^gve^t pledge ! See his instruct 
tions. . f^ ':ShQrieiiL and ^mf^fy pr4u:eedingSi 
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^^] terminate all cames m the most expeditious 
^rionitlea^t espenskfe manner that the circum^ 
^ .fiances will admit. " And^ how was Colonel 
Fii3toil>to do.tbis?-Sir Ralph informed him at 
ODOC, ' *^^ according io the dictates of your con* 
Witoiencej and the best of j/our abilities ;^ and do 
tbis^ih^ 9ays^ ^^ although it should be cojitrary to 
^^4fi6^sualppadtiee of the Spanish OovernmentJ*, 
¥hosd were the indtrubtions of that great charac- 
tfity'' iii^ho was then holding the honor and renown 
at £i^aud in his hands. These were not the 
leaM impoFt&;nt actions ; for which hi^ grateful 
, ©feuSatiy covered- him with honors and rcY/ards, 
Did Colonel Picton execute his orders ? Did he 
act ** according to the dictates of his conscience^ 
^ anitjHfb^sio^ abilities h ][f he did npt^ 
let Siiiuhe hpwed down to the parth ; let him be 
punjab^d 0Dd disgraced ; let him be held up as a 
* speckacie to this; and future generations as a dis* 
|;raceto his country and a dishonor to the name 
df "a soldier. But if he ha^ obeyed the orders of 
bis Chief, ha? the British Nation, in its conduct 
to Colpnei Plcton, hM it recognized the orden 
of the mail, who, 2tt the momept tliat he wrote 
themy conceived he was establishing the secii- 
rity of the possession which he waa adding to 
the British crown, on the surest and most im« 
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moveable basis ? Has it examined and tried the 
Jegatee of this possession and of those order^ 
and who so far participated with him in a share 
-of the public ^ulogiumSy-vhas England tried 
Colonel Picton on Sir Ralph Abercromby*s prin* 
ciples ? the only one, I contend for, that he could 
or ought to be tried on ? A. wish is vain ; but for 
a moment let. me suppose that the spirit of that 
illustrious man could have appeared. in the Court 
of King's Bench, ^ when Mr. Garrow, ^ving 
that indication of a large and comprehensive 
mind, burst upon the Court and the pf ury witli 
that memorable distinction''^ so houpr^lQ. to 



* Mr. G. appears to be fond of making those 4isti|ictioiii| 
and has shewiL, I thinV, very considerable ingenuity in cx^ 
iplaining tiiem ; as in tiie following : Mr* Garrbw— ^< my 
^^ learned fiiepd (allnding to Mv. Dallas) *0eems to me tbiBn« 
^f deaTOnV to establMh d dbtinction where thera is no differ* 
«< . ence ;" so far Mr. Garrow was spesiking from practice an^ 
experience; but, says he, ^^ when we state the ifUewHon to 
<^ oppress,!' now reader what do you imagine wei do ? risum 
ieneattj^-^why^ *^ -v^e.mean merely that the Oic/ oppresses.''- 
Exqpisite I Vide Report of Colonel Picton's Trial, page 61. 

Dr. Samuel Johnson could not hare done it better ; nor 
Bentley ; no, nor Hume ; but mark, it was not law Mr. 6. 
was talking then, it was metaphysics. The old Jnstiee Clerk 
of the Court of Session in Scotland, a man of great natural 
capacity, but not of profound learning^ when Af r. Maco« 
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Im genius, hetween the Lawi of the RecopUaciom 
de tas Indias, and those of Castile. How would 
bk mild and benignant countenance have 
beamed rays of indignation upon a man, who 
eoiild attempt to make this impoverished, 
'stunted, pedantic distinction, the criterion of 
iirJarge, libera^ and confidential, mind, when 
he ordered Colonel Ficton to act. '^ according to 
f^ the dictates of, his conscience^ and to the best 
Jf of his abilities?'^ . ' 

But how would he have appeared, /what mnA 
have been his anguish, how must his heart have 
been torn, when the country forgetting (I hope 
and believe for a moment forgetting his last 
words, ^* His M(yestjfs Ministers will be in^ 
^^ formed of your situation, and will no doubt 
^y make eoery allowance f did record a sentence 
of condemnation, not on Colonel Ficton, but 
otk the cmlers of a man^ whose name is immor* 



oochy, now Lord Meadowbank^i was pne day pleading a 
cause before him with his usual eloquence and deep legal in- 
formation, the Lord Justice stopped him in t&e middle of his 
argument, by saying, in the true Scottish accent^ for which 
he was so remarkable, ^^ Meutre Mekonowhify yon are too 
<< m^/iuvhysical ; you oqnfoond me with your metaw* 
<^ h^siks,'* 



tafy wha lives fbr ever hi the. heart of hiii.:^i«fH 
try^ and fills a most briltiaikt page istilfsJiiin 
tory • This is iiiot declamation; ! J say, iaad mi 
peat it again imn^ again^ if Colond Picton lad 
acted '^ accoirditig to the dictates of ^ his ccm^ 
1^ science^ and to ihe best of his dtplities,?;if 
this heprovidy then the !Lawyen^ and ]V^« G.il 
their head, may, and I =iiiaILhebold 16 sa^, :^c4 
t&lk to the people of tins oouritry in vaia^: itt 
vain will they say, as Mr, G. siud, with what 
truth, or with what portion of Mr. G/s awn be* 
Uef and credit, he best :knoiws,. ^ withotLt'ihc 
^^ least motive but to gratify a tyrnnuicalyMsposu^ 
. ^* Hon to oppress an mfonuudte and defeucelesi 
" victim of his cruelty .'^ The *' bloody setk^ 
^ tence*' (another of Mr. Garrow'\s beautiful 
flourishes) will be washed awa»y by the repQn«^ 
tant tears of a deluded, but arrowing ioQun*^ 
try ; the zeal, abilities, and apknowledged ii^r: 
tegrity of Colonel Pictop will .survive: tkf^m. Mm^> 
worthy and unjust aspersions, and he will live, 
I trust, to add still hiore to the fame, wealth, 
and honor of a just and generous nation. 



/ 



^ There is another point of view in which this 
case might be most fairly and properly e:3^mincd; 
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aad^ indeed wiiat^ f>omt of view invhidi it cut 
1^ loolc^ atf bnt k most important and inter* 
.estttig ? Apd veil might the noble and learned 
Judge- say fronk the Bench, ^ [Fhis is a case/ 
^S Mr. Dalla^.' full of unportant points ; points of 
^rniuoh more codseqiience than the last to Which 
*5. you have adverted*.' 
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r The point I altude to is, liow far Colonel 
Pictbn can foe arraigned legally for his conduct,' 
aotitig as he did, ^ actording to the dictates of 
^ hk conscience ;" how far h^ can be tried and 
punished Jhr his ■ ignorance of Spanish law. 
This principle of argument I do not mean to 
enlarge upon in this paper : it was insinuated 
fitnh die highest authority, that " ignorance of 
^ law was a very good reason for mitigation of 
'* pumshmentj but no ground for a man's not 
*^ .being convicted/' This subject is in much 
abler hands ; it isf with those who will acquit 
themselves like men of deep and extensive know- 
ledge, as learned and accomplished advocates : 



* His Lordship alliided to what Mr. Dallas had said ; it 
was, '' His Lordship has now said, that we are Ui put out of 
^' our consideratioa all inquiries as to actual malice^ and 
<< if the act coRMnitted were nniawfttl, tiie UlegaHtif alone 
<< will be sujQkient to render the defendant guilty," 



-* 



2^ 

I shall therefore not presume to anticipate anny- 
thing they may say upon it hereafter, and shdll 
dismiss it with this single reflection, that in my 
^ery humble opinion^ if there be upon record 
one case stronger than another, which bears a 
man out and supports him in the principle ^^ of 
" ignorance,'* and " acting, according to "oon- 
*^ science ;'* if there be in the whole history of 
criminal and civil jurisprudence, a case which 
calls for and demands all the tender considera^ii 
tion and libera} allowances which are pleaded fet; 
upon these principles,: I have no hesitaticust ^ in 
saying that that case is Colonel Picton^s. • ' 

Before I ever put my pen to paper on this sub- 
ject, I have unceasingly, and with einotions 
(hat I cannot describe, looked at this question, 
in a military point of view ; the indelible imprest 
sion it made upon my mind and feelings^ the 
many anxious days I passed while labouring un- 
der the painful reflections^ to which that mem 
gave rise, was .certainly another power&l cause 
of my presuming to publish my opinions upon 
it. I trust I possess the feelings and honorable 
ambition which actuate an oflScer who hopes to 
give some proofs of his zeal and capacity ; who 
looks at some time or other of his life through the 
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fttth of service and diligence^ to the honorable 
distinctions which that zeal and that diligent ser^ 
irice obtain in this country. Animated as I have 
been with these hopes^ how has my heart sunk 
within ^me, when some unlucky ccnnbination of 
ideas came across, and the case of my respected 
friend Colonel Picton struck upon my mind, and 
Instantaneously froze up' the full and generous 
current of my thoughts. It is indeed a moment 
•tous question, — shall I say, a portentous one! 
The mind, of a soldier is and must be affrighted 
hy it : for my own part, anxious and eager as I 
am to enter into its discussion, I afti repelled by 
its bulk, and I involuntarily shrink and turn away 
from its consideration. A man of Colonel Pic* 
ton's extraordinary talents, of his tried integrity^ 
with his thirty-seven years of honorable aM most 
meritorious service !! that an all-seeing Provi- 
dence should order it, that I was to become the 
defender of the conduct and services of such an 
officer ! that my insignificant warranty dipuM 
be found necessary to the re-65tablishment of a 
Man, whose whole life has been one uninterrupted 
scene either of honorable action or of laborious 
mental employment ! But what shall I say, what 
will that English public feel, when they know, as 
I do, when they are told from authority beyond 
question or contradiction, that a man^ so e.n- 
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iawed^ Mrltbsuch servioed to entitle hiioi ' ta -^ 
highest confide^sce .of his f;QU0rtiy, haa rheek 
brou^t biefore the bar of that ^coui^try for o^^ 
dience t9 the orders of his Chief. The moaif»t J 
heard the following declaration from die Clonrt^ 
I will fairly ,avow that I was struck with feai; 
consterdationi and surprise. It is ^ indeed a d^ 
claration big with consequences of unexan)ple4 
magnitude and inteiest. * Frequently hai^e I 
turned to the page \yhich Tecords it, and I never 
perused it without alarm. It is assuredly ^futl 
^ of important points j^^ vital to the army ; thfc 
life-cord on which every thing connected with it 
hangs. It was an adamantine chain that bound 
the Soldier to his duty— it is now the sword <rf 
Damocles, suspended by a hair ^* 

On 4h€ Evidence for ike Ihfendmd. 
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Mr. Dallas. " My Lord, I hav^putin the 
Instructions under which the Defendant act€d\ 
** they all refer to the Spanish law, the laws of 
" the colony and under the Spanish government : 
^* it will only be necessary to refer to the oa«i^ 
^^ numon of General Picton, '* 



Nihil esse ei beatum, cui semper aliqms ix^rck 



io^pendeat? Cic. Tusc» 5.^ - 
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:Mr. Lawbs. '^ Itjs evidence that th6 defei- 
f • dant acted ia bis judtciaL capacity.*' 



Fnm the Court,, '^ // can neither pr^uiice tit 
haefk hisctuekimyway.^ ^ 
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. Hi^ Mafesty^s Instructums wete tcad in evir 
dencefw Cdoner Picton to tbe jiiiy. Not.^ 
word <^ Sir Ralph Abercromby's instnictiQiis. 
Were tbey superseded bjr those e£ bis M^yes^ ^ 
VirtiiaUy they could act; it was roid^redirapoar 
aibte» because tado this, that is» to redder ^e ' 
jfTOi/ ground Toork of these instructaopis of no 
arail, that part requiring Colond Pict<m to act 
mxonUng to the best of his conscience, should fa^ 
abkogated and done away. A Spanish lawyer, of 
seme man versed in those laws, and ialtned with 
Wthority from the government to administer 
tiiem,. should have been sent out,, otherwise 
Colonel Picton was ^till held to his ordinal or- 
ders. He was still *^ acting to the best of his 
*^ conscience." On this part, no more than on 
any other, I have before proved, tiiat the King^s 
Instructions made no change tchatecer. Colonel 
PictoA was, by the King's instnictiotts, placed 
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precisely >vl>ece he was'bcffore.: ^* Ta. gottm om 
" nearly as circumstances mil p&mif, according 
•* to the terms of their capitulation/* are the 
guarded words of the King's Instructions. . He 
was, by those instructions, ordered a Council tO 
consult with, but aifthorised to act contrary to 
their opinion ^* when the King's interest required 
«* it," and to state their and his opinion for so 
acting to the Secretaries of State. Therefore on 
the principle of the question of Louisa Cald^n, 
I maintain that Colonel Picton acted and judged 
precisely J and without the_ smallest difference or dis* 
tinction^ (I appeal to Mr. Garrow) bn the same 
ground of instruction as he did on any previous 
act of his before those orders anivcd in Trinidad. 
What is the consequence ? what the|i is the fair 
deduction? What is the point on which the 
whole of the question turns, the great axis on 
which it rolls ? Shall I state that the verdict of the 
Court of King's Bencfi runs counter to, if 1 may 
so express myself, the reasonable instructions of a 
Military Commander in Chief? Shall 1 say, 
that it marches jn between the soldier and his 
superior officer? I shudder at this deduction; 
jny heart misgives me, and I retire from the 
conclusion. It is not a tortured one like Mr. 
Garrow's. It is broad, plain, imposing, and 
forcible, not to be overlooked or mistaken. It 
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,is a decision of momentous import; worthy the 
deqpest connderation of the Government : ^ full 
'^ tsi important points" charged and loaded t)n 
,cvery side. 

My mind is too full of matter upon this ques- 
tion to proceed securely on. I have^ as an offi<> 
cer, stated the principal of the case ; I have, as a 
£udifu]9 loyal, dutiful subject, opened the sub- 
ject to my country ; I have taken it out of the 
hands of base, designing men ; I have removed 
all the calunmies and misrepresenitations which 
have been wickedly, and for the worst purposes, 
attached to it; I have brought it from night 
and darkness into broad day-light; I have ex- 
posed it at it isy to my country and the world : 
not alone for the honor, fortune, reputatipn of 
him on whomljiis great experiment has been 
made have I voluntjsered in the cause, but for 
the safety and protection of those who are now 
under die very same terrors. The Magistrates 
of Trinidad acted in this case with such perfect 
conviction of their legal powers so to do, of the 
legal right they had so to ac{ and order, that 
the intimidatipns of Mr. Fullarton in bringing 
this case forward as a heinous charge and crime 
were laughed at: little did they suppose that 
the Governor of Trinidad was, on hb return 

s 
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away from our thoughts, and leave little or no 
, impression* Thtey have, however, not wanted 
my warning voice ; weak as it is, I have raised 
it, and shall continue to do so in humhle hopq 
and expectation that it m^y be of some avail .; 
thai my zeal at least may help to raise o.theis 
more powerful, or more able to join their voices 
to mine, in decrying any attempt at such dis- 
graceful proceedings in future. Let not the 
confidence of bfficiers, naval, military, or civil, 
in those who govern or direct us, be broken up, 
or endangered ! This confidence, this discrc- ^ 
tional authority is the key and corner stone to all 
great actions*. What would our immortal hero 
Nelson have doQe at Copenhagen, if confidence 
had not ruled his heart in that memorable gon*^ 
test? Would he have lived to have turned the 
balance of Europe, and gained the battle of 
Trafalgar ? — Would the conquest of the French 
in Egypt have been annexed to our miUtary 
•triumphs? Would Trinidad have remained iu 
our possession ? No. We should haye nothing 
of these to record. Abortive enterprizes, abor- 
tive actions. Nothing but miscarriage *and 
abortion. 



When the Government or the country fails in ' 
their acknowledgments to the zealous and faith- 



ful servant in any department, you tear lip by 
die roots the very soil that nourishes and vivi- 
fit:& the hearts of oak that bear your honon and 
your thunder to every part of the world. Cold 
pausing ^ consideration will come in the place, 
^nd supplant the instinctive ardor, the high 
mettle, the burning zeal of those who sacrifice 
every thing dear to them in the service of that 
Country. Oh ! it is a fatal mildew, corroding, 
with its malignant poison, and consuming the 
pri'nciples of honorable exertion ; striking at, 
destroying, and extinguishing the punctum su" 
liens of all honor, all courage, all manly and 
noble action. 

Far be it from my coymtry, and far removed 
for ever from its soil be those, who would act 
upon such a base and infamous principle. -If 
there be a man in the nation, who, under what- 
ever cover, piark, or protection he may have 
acted, is found capable of attempting, or perpe- 
trating such a horrible design, it is the bounden 
duty of every person, but more particularly of 
every officer who knows and regards the service, 
who sincerely and unaffectfidly discharges his 
duty to the public, to the army, and to him- 
self, to assist in dragging such a man to the bar 
of public account, and endeavouring to make 
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I^*^ 8^ sfficta^dfi of public disgrace axui execra- 
ticm. To p^ove that such a ix^ui does Ijlve and 
enj(^ a high situation in this country, is on^ of 
the many motives which has determined my rer 
sp Jjijition to writ^ this letter. An,d now under the 
mo^t sapred obligation to perfonn^ this pat(; of 
my worK, I proceed to lay a transaction before 
that public^ which^ in point of atrocity of desigjtf 
I shall not scruple to say, stands the very, first 
in the full list of wicke4 purposes. 



I . 



I have, in page 50, alluded to ^{ a transaptibn 
" of a very extraordinary nature,'* which I said, 
that I considered it my duty to bxing fbmrard 
before I concluded this address : I stated, that 
I had adduced authorities to prove that the two 
Commissioners had no public or private instruq- 
tions from Govemmentt to inquire into Gover- 
nor Pict6n*s administration, and this statement 
I made * * chiefly with the view of acquitting, 
* ^ from the fullest authority, (that of the Com- 
^^ missioners) the then Secrgtary for the Colo- 
^^ nial department, and t^ administration at 
** largCy from any knbwledge of, or participa- 
** tion in" the veiy extraordinary transaction'' 
then alluded to. And I do i\pw repeaf; my be- 
lief and conviction, that any such participation 
io, or knowledge of the circumstance, or any 



tkin^ confiected with it, ob the part ^ any of 
tlie leading qaeihbers of that Goveratnent, is to-^ 
t«lly impossible. I have also aUuded.to the s:teps 
wUch Were takei^ agakist Colonel Pictoh pn his 
retutrH fecm the West Indies in page 240, and 
I. ihsive. stttted some public dpcumeuts to shevr^ 
that from wh^tevjer cause tins measure towards 
him might be tendered necess^^ry^ the opinions 
of Hb Majesty's Colonistl Secretary, and those 
of the Commander in Chief in the We3t Indies^ 
were in perfect unison at the time^ ■■ resj^eting 
the general merits of Colonel Picton as a Gover- 
Bor» an officer, . and a gentIeHl9A ; and that 
\thatever Uttle suspicions^ might be ehtcrtained^ 
or whatever silntiiises gsuned ground iii conser 
<|uence of these suspicions, respecting ^e opia^-: 
ien which His Majesty's Ministers entertained 
of. him, by having removed him fmm his for- 
mer high place, as Governor and Captain Ge- 
neral of the Colony, and placed him only second 
in the Commissicm ; I say, those suspicions 
were obscured and lost in the general belief that, 
the measure was hondsdy intended and that 
Colonel Picton, in his zeal for the sisrvice and 
good of his country, gave confidence to His. 
Majesty's Government for the purity of their 
intentions towards him individuaUy, and for. 
their zealous endeavours generally to promote 
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the public advantage. I myfcelF heard of some 
carious stories at that time, and 6f some still 
more curious information, of a very particular 
nature, being sent out from this country a little 
before the Commissioners sailed from England, 
to take upon them the Government of Trinidad. 
When 1 , was in that island, a variety of reports 
assailed my ears ; to those I paid very little al> 
tention, and indeed all remembrance of them 
would have been obliterated in my mincl> if a 
document had not been transmitted to me of 
such a nature as at once to put my suspicions 
beyond ajil doubt/ and to prove, from an autho- 
rity so high, so unspotted, so entirely beyond 
the reach of contradiction or disbelief, as most 
fimply and completely warrants me in giving it 
my own full and unequivocal belief, and in lay* 
ing the whole of it now before the British 
Public. 1 

This most extraordinary and important docu* 
ment is an affidavit of Poctor Lynch, sworn 
before the Honorable John Nihell,' Esq. Chief 
Judge of the island; the substance of which 
was first communicated by the Doctpr, in a let* 
ter to Mr^ Gloster, the Attorney General of 
Trinidad, a copy of which I also anne;|c. A 
paper involving ft charge of such a najture as 
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lliat which it proclaims, and against a p^son 
who ranks soliigh in the country, certaitily re- 
-quires- that it should come mth every proof and 
stamp of authenticity, both as to the high re- 
spectability of the author, and of the medium of 
its transmission. I therefore, not having the 
honor of kiibwing the gentlemah myself, consi- 
dered it a sacred duty, as soon as I had formed 
the idea of communicating the aiBdavit to the 
public, to be scrtip^ous in my inquiries ccai- 
ceming him; and I do now state, from the 
most unquestionable authority, from those wha 
have known and who have lived with him, that 
Dr. Lynch is -a person of unimpeached inte- 
grity,he is a regular graduated Doctor, a learned 
and scientific man. This gentleman, accom- 
panied by his wife and children, and with good 
prospects of success from an established family ' 
connexion in that island^ went out from this 
country to practise as a physician; and after' 
a residence of two years in the Colony, when 
he had ample time and opportunities to make 
himself master of every circumstance i-especting 
the proceedings of Mr. FuUarton, and the for- 
mer Government of Colonel Pictcm, he addresses 
the following letter to Mr. Gloster : 
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" SIR, Trmidad^ Feb. 18, jftfMf^ 

^' In cotnplta&ce with your request^ I have 
^ the honor of communicating to yon in writing 
** tfce substance of part of a coijversatioii which 
** I haj4 withMr. Sullivan, Chief Secretary \x>Xm^ 
" Hob^rt, at his Lordship's office in Downing-^ 
*^ street,*' somewhat previous to thti month of 
^* December, in the year 1 802, where I went 
" to Icam on what terms Government inteackd 
" to grant lands in tins Colony, 

^ In the course ^ the convers^Ltiony Mn Sul- 
Ji;van asked me, wliether I bad any letters to 
his Majesty's Commissioners ? I repUed^ th^ 
I only had two to General Pieton ; W whieji 
*^ he recommended me to procure so«te, if p^a- 
^ sible, fer the first CoBS^ai^Qiiery Coloi^I 
** Fullarton, . as he would have it in his powejr 
^ to be of more service to me ^ Jot thai in aU 
^ prBbabUity General Picton Wduld be ord^ed 
^ /a return to England before sit months, a» 
^ Cehnel Fullartoh was instructed /a iw&esti^ 
** giate his past conduct in Trimdad. 
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This Sir, hiiving been so mentioned to me, 
as to a perfect strwger, and not in confi* 
** dence, occasioned my surprize in the month 
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^ pf ]V][a}:cli foUowkig, tiiatit was aot generally 
*/ ^o ^ki^rstood i^ this Colony* 

*^ Permit me, Sir, to add, that in conse- 
^ quence of the unmerited treatment which 
" General Picton has since experienced, it will 
^^ give me pleasure if this communication can 
^ in any way tend to shew that that treat- 
^' ment was premeditated. 

^* I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) ^ " Fredeeic J. Lynch, m. t>J^ 

^' To the Honorable Archibald 
"Glostcr, &c. &c.'* 

r 

* • * 

It, cannot 9p€m; $ui|)ii^9^ tliat tfhQ most so* 
lien^i atte^t^QD^y vflmk it h in th^ power 6{ a 
Chrii^ti^li to. give to hjs declaration should be 
considered iqdispeQ^iJble t^ this ;extcaordinat^ 
dopunment; aiid accprdii^Iyt. when the pTO*» 
priety and necessity of thii^ final stamp were 
hinted; to the dpctor, he csime forwatvi with the 
greatest readinessi and niade the foUpwing^ so-* 
lemn affidavit to the truth of every pajit of his 
statement, which he immediiately traQsqi^itted to. 
this country. 

Copy of Dr. Lynch's Affidcmit. 

" Trinidad.— Frederic J. Lynch of tlie. 
Port qf Spain, Island of Trinidad, Esquire, 
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*' Doctor of Physic, maketh oatii and saftlr, 
** that in Or about thie month of November , one 
'* thousand, eight hundred and twoy he was pre* 
** sent at the office of His Majesty's Secretary of 
State for the. Colonial department, and a con- 
versation then took place between this depo- 
nent, and John Sullivan, Esquire, respecting 
Trinidad, ' and particularly as to grants of 
land, about to be made to persons going thi- 
ther, and on what terms such granti could 
** be obtained; when the said John Sullivan, 
•^ Esquire, in the course of such conversation^ 
** inquired whether this deponent had any let- 
*^ tcrs to His Majesty's Commissioners, to 
** which this deponent. answered, that he h^/d 
•* two to General^ Picton, Upon which the 
*' said John Sullivan, Esquire, recommended 
** this deponent to procure some, if possibly 
** to the 'First Commissioner, Colonel Foliar- 
** ton, and stated, that the said Colonel Ful- 
** larton would have it in his power to be of 
•* more service to this deponent, than General 
*• Picton; could be, or words to that effect. 
« * And this deponent gave as a reasoQ for such 
*• recommendation, that in all probability Ge^ 
** neral Picton would be ordered to return te 
** England before six months^ as Colonel Ful* 
^* larton was instructed to mvestigate the {then)" 
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^* jHist conduct of G^netkii Picton in Trinidad. 
^^ And this * deponent farther maketh oath and 
^^ saitli, that he expressed his surprise, on hin 
^' arrival in this Colony, in the moa^b of March, 
^^ 1803; that it was not generally known orua- 
^^ derstood, that tibe said Colonel Fullarton had 
*^^ sudi instructions, the said J dm SuUiva^ - 
*^ having mentioned the circumstance to diis 
^' deponent as a stranger^ and not in a confi- 
'^ dentsal manner, which induced this depo- 
^' nent to relate the substance of the conversa- 
^' tion, herein before mentioned^ immediately 
^^ afber his arrival in , this island, and several 
^* times siiice. 

*^ FrEDEEIC J. I4TXCH, M* ».^ 
^^ Sworn 1^ the Port of Spdo aforesaid, 
^^ihUfifteenthdajof July, 1205. 

<^ Before me, John Nihelc, 
Chief Justice and Judge of the Consniado* 

Here is a gentlemaii of the most respectable 
character, of the first order in the learned pro* 
ftssions, and a man who, as he has asserted 
elsewhere, is ^ neither interested in the cause of 
^* General Picton or of Colonel Fullarton," stat- 
ing what! t ^ That in all probability General Pic- 
^' ton would be ordered to return to England 
^^ before six months, ai^ C!oloncl Fullarton was 



^' instrucUdt6 iftVedtigftti; the th»i j|^t ddUdd^f 
«' of G^n^talPicfon attfteidadl!!" The Ai^t 
Iloti. Johh SuUiVati, th^ Ullclejf-S#crfetaty io 
Lord Hobarl, itiak^s this llsdettioti ib ojr.ftbdilt 
the month of Nov* 180j; befat-e^^ th* Cbnraili- 
skmer9 'had sailed fot^trlnidad!!' Wh^It^ 
thid afficlavit M firsts I c&Q man^y teaAmf t&it 
i involuntarily started frbdf tiny I'dhmr ; ncnr dd I 
remember thit in the Whote bourse Of iirjr' lif^ 
even on beating the vetdi€t agaifist ihy ^nd, 
Colonel Pictori, deliVeted by the jury, to haVe 
had my mind so ^agit£lted and tt&bcted. Mh 
Sullivan sliall bear the 'ebh6ie truth from me; and 
therefore before I make a single comment cru the 
trand^ofi6n^ let me turn back a little to the re- . 
spec table •gentleman trho has had ^6 emM^ 
and independence to send this doeathent to he 
laid before the British public^ and proclaim aloud, 
that he is not one of that species or descfiption 
of persons whom we have frequently seen in the 
West Indies, who stepping from behind an apo- 
thecary's counter, acquire all their knowledge 
and skill from the mere inspiration which the 
tropical winds aiford them on their passiage, and 






* The Cbtemissioiiey^ sa3e4 frbfn PbiKsmoutl^ tte Stfth 
Nov. 1802. Ftds Mir. Fullah^on's ^affo primo^ fttg^ 9. 
The conversatioii c/ccvLvted il(^e days before tiboi date. 
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who odnsidering themselves clestni^ed from iheit 
iiktdybctual ithpuiitiet hy the ablations which 
they receive in that latitude, dcdc out their ad- 
vice in the Colonies 1^ the dolliar or the pristine: 
Dr.- Lynch has' no connexion^ association, or 
amilitfide with that class of beings of another 
ptokmoRi whoT«» fiom the Grenadines or the 
Qr6»adillas, or ^mt other obscure skulking 
toriier of the Archipelago, and covering them- 
Hdves with a law cloak, yea, a lawyer's gown, 
clothed in the hypocritical mantle of true legal 
learning, vend their seditious and diabolical ora^ 
des to no other purpose but the diffusion of se- 
dkion, discord, and disunion. He belongs not. ' 
to the chib of gabbling pensioners who infest 
the cofiee houses and the billiard tables, and 
who, IHce the vermin that the naturalists tell us, 
burrow and breed in the "skins of the larger and 
nobler animals, fcel a sort of honor and conse- 
quence in proclaiming that tkey also find a name 
and a place in assisting to teaze and worry (for 
they can do no more) my respected friend Colo- 
nel Picton. Doctor Lynch is none of those : he 
is, what a physician should be, a man of corirect 
moral conduct, of a strong natural and of a great 
cultivated understanding. And you, Mr. Sul- 
livan, told this gentleman, either before the Com-* 
mimojn had sailed^ according to Mr. Fullartorfs 
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boot, or a Very feW day^ afterwarcb, ** that 0>* 
'^ lonel FuUarton ^^^ instructed to ]nv«»jtjgat$ 
•*^ the past conduct of Colonel Picton/f^ \JUt 
sne ask you, Mr» Sullivan, by tckom was Mr> 
FuUarton so instructed} I have a right, SKf,. t^ 
ask you tliis question ; and I do now^ in the. face 
of your countiy, call you to the^bar of the £ng^ 
lish nation, and I do demand of you as a mattef 
€^ right, which you are bound as a gentleman 
and a inan of honor to answer, I do say I have 
aright to demand of you, by whose authority 
was Mr. FuUarton instructed or conunissioned 9 
Was it my Lord Hobart's, the then Colonial 
Secretary, and now Earl of Buckingham^ire ?. 
His Lordship totally disavows it ,See his lettcf 
to Colonel Picton of the date of July 19, 1802, 
9nljf four months previous to your declaration^^ 
* ' Tlie Jirst official notification I have received 
**'of any dissatisfaction at your Government 
has been jTroz/e yourself ^ and I can only say,, 
that the zeal and ability you have uniformly, 
shewn in maintaining the tranquillity and se- 
curitj^ of the island, during the very critical 
period of your command, would alone call 
upon me to receive any acpounts of that kind 
*^ with the greatest circumspection." The Com- 
mander in Chief in the West Indies, General 
Grinfield, totally disavows it. He says> " His 
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^* fame will riie the higher for the qtinierited 
" penecution under Mrfaich he now labors/* 

(Signed) *• W. G a tK f i e ld, 

f^ fiurbadoei, Aag* 13^ 1803/' 

The then Premier, Lord Sidmouth, 1 ktum^ <^' 
ka$ diiavowed it utterly and in totOj and i( 
would appear im unseemly msinuation of my 
want of ooiijfideBce in that declaration, if I pre* 
sumed to remind his Lordship or die public of 
the particular language which announced that - 
dtovowal. I bdieve his Lordship wa^ and is 
perfectly wioere and unaltered in that stated 
ment Where then are we to look for the au^* 
tbor of thosi instructicms ^^ to investigate thf 
•f conduct of Colonel Picton?'' There is np 
idoubt that Mn SuUi van*8 threat, for at present 
I shall give it no other name, was realized, his 
ei^nduct was investi^ted, and although Colonel 
Picton was ^ not ordered to return to England,'' 
as Mr. FuUarton has falsely asserted*, yet Colo- 
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* Geaend Grinfield, the Commander in Chiefs words 
ire, ^' Yon witt tii^efore not harry joarself either in com- 
^^ teg here, or in f (teg to Bttropey Mker of wfddt t> im 
*^ jf(mr option. 

(Sigaed) << W. GauiKi?-P." 

« BirUdocit, Jont IS^, IMS.* 
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ncl Pic.ton did certainly leave Trinidad, to ri- 
turn to England, in about sLv months after Mt. 
Fullarton^s arrival there: I therefbre sgiy that 
the character of the British Nation, the honor 
of His Majesty's Government, the public service 
itself, and the safety of the individual who here- 
after cfevotes his service to it, are all equally 
connected and most deeply interested in this 
momentous question. I do therefore again call 
upon you, Mr. Sullivan, to come forward and 
to answer my question. In the name of the 
British Empire, in the name of the army that 
supports, serves, and sheds its blood for that 
Empire, in the name of every thing honorable, 
just, and fair, do I call upon you, John Sulli- 
van, Esq. to avow the author of those secret 
instructions. You mustj Sir, now come forward^ 
this business shall be no longer overlooked, or 
forgotten : While I live, and have a pen or a ' 
tonguC) you shall not escape investigation or 
notice. I will take you from your hiding place, 
or your protection, be it where or who it may,- 
and summon ypu as an officer and a gentleman 
to avowyour author for those private instructions. 
The task I know is Herculean, but I will endea- 
vour to drag the Cacus from his den.It is in vain, 
Mr. Sullivan, to sophisticate about the business ; 
a disavowal On your side is totally and utterly im- 
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possible, entirely incredible. You Sir, I am sa- 
tified, will never think of it Doctor Lynch, 
I state, is anxious and ardent to reassert and 
corroborate his affidavit ^at the bar of a British 
Court of Justice. Nothing thenefore, but an 
lypeuj manly i unqualified avowal of the authoi* 
of those private instructions will satisfy the na- 
tion. I do not, Mr. Sullivan, mean, or insinu- 
ate any thing contrary to- your honor rtr reputa- 
tion, when I say that the nation knows of your 
connexion with Mr. Fullarton in the East In- 
diesT It is asserted, Sir, that you were the chief 
cause of his being appointed to the Government 
or Commissionership of the island of Trinidad ; 
however, of this I do not pretend to be folly in^- 
formed. That you had any hand in suggesting 
or in forming that unhappy and ill-f^ted Com- 
mission is very unlikely ; for giving you all ere* 
dit for abilities, Uilder Secretaries are, in general, 
not the persons consulted in those important 
measures. However Sir, all these things apart, 
not to spin my web too fine, and that I may be 
at once understood, .1 assert, you have been, 
^nd were, the friend of Mr. Fullarton on -the 
occasion. I do not blame you ' for this, Mr« 
Sullivan. I blame and accuse you, in the faeei 
of your country, and before that body of men, 
the root and source of whose honor and repu« 
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tation you have attempted to undermine and 
destroy for ever, by secretly, insidiously » and 
witliout any just caujje, presuming to circulate a 
reix)rt, for which you had no right, or legitir 
mate authority, no honest or. honorable prptext 
for circulating or insinuating*^ This, Mr. SulUr 
y^n, is my clmge against you, and you will , 
BOW clear yourself before God and your coun- 
try as well as you can. 

That you have acted upon this declaration, 
}t is almost impossible for me even to know; 
J dp.not s^y you have, because I cannot prov^ 
it. !3at if you have realfy acted upon i(» surely 
I am Well entitled to say^ ^^ In what laiigiiage 
^' Ihall I addtess so black and cowardly ^ tyr 
" rant.** I am well entitled to say, and I do 
say to you, Mr. Sullivan, that if you have acte4 
Upon your declaration to Doctor Lynch, you 
are not only one of the most dangerous men in 
the kingdom, but that you add one to the list 
of the most disgraceful and atrpciouii qualitif?s in 
^ long and black catalogue of , human yices^ 
I niean> a dark atnd cowardly }nalignit;y ; and if 
you hive not act€4 npon it, even then, Mr. Sul^ 
Uvan, see the sum of your merits : you spught to 
ruin a man whom I believe you never sawy and 
who, I am aure^ never offered you a alight or an 
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injury, in thought, word, qt deed. Now, Sbv 
p)^e yp your account, and address yourself, 
PQt to your fellow man, but to the just, merr 
i^fi)! and bene&cent Being who sees,i apd through 
his omikiscience permits, these wickednesses; 
9^1^ paicdon of that Throne of Justice for an atr 
t^rnpt which, if not nipped in its bud, will cam^ 
ker the life root, and eat away the cable that 
Hioors the vessel of confidence tq the pier of th^ 
State. Y0U9 Mr. Sullivan, have sown the seed 
of discord, you have shot the sh^p and barbed 
arrow of doubt and distrust, you. have unr 
cloaked the stiletto, and endeavoured to plunge 
ft tp the heart of one of our bravest and most 
meritorious officers. Under a scorching sun, 
and in the most malignant clin^at^ while every 
honest energy was awaked, and called forth tp 
uphold the interest, and maintain the honor of 
thie nation, you came behind an officer's back, 
and you smote him. I t^ll you, Mr. SulKvan, 
you dug a mine^ not for yourself alone ; thfs 
blast was but partial; Colonel Picton survives it 
Long^may he live to snatch the match from (he 
coward hand of every coadjutor in this ini^ 
quitou$ attempt; and. to look down with con* 
tempt upon the base authors of his sufferings. 

I have done my gart to Him^ hntp i^r. Sul- 
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livaD, before I close, let ine inform you, that I 
have not done with you. W[\\ht I have one 
pulse of honest ambition beating in my frame, ^ I 

r 

%hall stand up for the Briti^ Army, for my Bre- 
thren and Companions in Arms, and not sufi^r 
the boniest zeal, the brokeii down fi-ame, the 
'care- worn visage, of any officer, to be surj^rised, 
teset, and betrayed by you. Sir, or by any Un- 
der or Upper Secretary. The great aiid dange* 
rous opportunities which a man has in such a 
situation as you then 6lled, of doing mcalculable 
mischief, and what is worse, of eiifecting this 
mischief without almost the possibility of detec- 
tion, shbuld awaken a well-founded jealousy, and 
render a^ rigid scriitiny and severe investigation 
necessary into every act that has the least sem- 
l>lance of sinister view, or intention from such a 
iSfuarter. What avails it to the officer that the 
Oovemment (properly so called) is just, virtu- 
ous, and generous? Of what signification even 
is the consideration of his august Sovereign and 
Master? A trap is artfully laid: the plot is 
formed: the newspapers are plied: paragraph 
succeeds paragraph : quarto follows quarto : 
.every wicked engine is at its dirty work ; no 
stop, no pause ; and before any detection or ex- 
position of the infamous conspiracy can take 
place, reputation is in 'the dust ; and when at 
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length tlie hour of devdopement does actually 
arrive, the worn down officer 13 prostiatr^. a 
bankrupt m fortuiie as well as character^ and the 
Under Secretary remains still a pillar of thastsiteU 
But, Sir, the English nation has lately r proved 
tiiat no man b too great or too powerful tcvescape 
inquisition or impeachment. It will remain for 
the higher powers to decide whether your con* 
duct in this declaration was just, consistent; and 
conformable to the honor of your high situation::. 
There is not an officer iii the service; from the^ 
lowest subaltern to the highest upw£u:ds, that is 
not deeply and vitally concerned in this declara- 
tion of yours to Dn Lynch. I therefore, Sir, tell 
you, if it shall br found that you have acted on 
this declaration. Go, Sir, to Mr. FuUarton. Ye 
are fit society for each other. Work put your 
repentance in sackcloth and ashes. Seek an asy- 
lum where ye may indulge in mutual recrimina- 
tions, and no longer infect and poison the spring 
and salient fountain of generous foitish ardor : 
leave to the nation that adopted you both^, its 
blessings and inlieritance : do not presume to rob 
it of those magnanimous qualities that guard 
and adorn it: leave unimpaired, and for ever 
green, its confidence and its generosity : take 
bock with you to your native seats, the sprigs 
of this noble tree, and atone for your enormities, 



by plantings watering^ and protecting its tufiuit 
weakness. Take this honorable charge upon 
jfoarselves, if you can, and leave for ever a coun-^ 
try that nourished, fattened, protected and ho« 
iiored you, but the benefits and blessings of 
trluch you have gratefully returned by an unge* 
nerousy and, I trust, an impotent attempt to 
degrade and disgrace it. 

My task is now finished ; and on reviewing i^ 
I find nothing but of which an officer and a gen- 
tleman may be proud of having done ; I there- 
fore say, feeling and understanding the force <^ 
the words, I have done my duty to my friend, 
to myself, and to the public 

The pleasure and satisfaction I feel in having 
done it, are too strong for my own language ttf 
give full expression* My reader will therefore? 
thatik me for adopting the words of a man, 
yifhose forcible eloquence has often beautified the 
cause of truth; whose pen was never inoved 
but in the cause of virtue and religi<Hi, and 
whose conduct and example in this respect are 
lessons to die world, and a pattern for succeeding 
i^es. He Bays, '* When I am animated by thk 
'' thought, I look with pleatture on my book, 
'* and deliver it to the world with the spirit of a 
^* man that has endeavoured well." — '^ In this 
^* work, when it shall be found that much it 



^^ kfmikoij Ut it not be. ^gotten Aattohck 
^* likeWiw is pcfformrd; and that thcm^ no 
^' iMoklras ever spartd o«t of teodeneas to iH 
^ BJoAim^ (swd the wocid k little aoiiciteiift to 
^ kn0W whenop poceeded tiie £iuli5 of tiiat 
^ ^Kfiyidi itCQiideiniis,) j^et it may gratify ciuar 
^ €i^ to mfoirm it, ttM tfab address was writr 
^ ten %ith no assistance of the learned^ irithont 
^ any knowledge of the gieal^ withotit aigr 
toontribiiticm from the gentlemen of the long job^ 
of toy descf^iionortii^er; amidst ^leat tnccmr 
^ettietce^ and eonsidendde dbstniction &om 

I ^smisB it, liowever, fiom my. hands» sot 
Vke Atit great and learned ma% ^ with iGngiU 
^'^ tSMMpiiffity; baprii^ little to &ar:oi: hope^ow 
^ oei«si»r OF fVou pnMse ;'' Init .mlb ^eagcr fapp^ 
%n& anasMns espeetatioii, with longing solk^ 
tarie, that it Mtt become popRdar, tjbat it jmil 
peifenn and aconnpiiBhliie great .ends ^ whid^ 
it was intended, that it will, in the first phKX; 
contribute to rescue from the gripe of private 
malerolence and pubfic obloquy, an eminent 
meritorious, and accomplished c^cer; that it 
will tend, in the second places to place in a just, 
fair, and proper point of view, that roost unac- 
countably perverted, distorted, and misunder* 
stood subject of Louisa Calderon ; and dio ve all. 
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and paramount to every thmg, that it will awake 
ctnd call the attention of the nation, and c^ .the 
GovferantienW to a full and open invesi^atk^' of 
a transaction, tvhich, . in point of. the futuiie daw- 
gers to the security of the country with which it 
is pregnant, iii point of the individual ruin an(l 
destruction which it meditates and enslures against 
any man who may be the object of its malice; 
in every pointy place, situation, and circum*- 
stance in which it can be viewed, shaken alike 
public confidence and pubUc honor ; saps and 
undermines the foundation of all zealous pultlic 
service^ puts man in hostility, to man, makes a 
traitor of the seeming friend of your bosom, ren- 
ders the whole nation aitraitor ; permits no man 
to walk upright, su^ocates his spirit, congeais 
every generous faculty, and in my humble ppin*- 
ion tends manifestly to make this blessed lanjd 
resemble more a nation of Turks than any other 
Occurrence which could happen in Old Eng^ 
land. 



\ 



APPENDIX 



i 



penofis of tiOuisa Gilderon^ and her mother M^ CalderoDi 
domestics of the said Ruiz ; and also Carlos Gonzales^ and 
Pedro iphPerez^ partner of the said Ruiz; which cause hb 
Excellency haa transipitled to his Honor tfce J^eulge, for ikt 
adjudication and termination of the same accordiii^y: he 
pronounced that he ought to give orders^ and did give orden, 
to proceed to the summary examination of the witnesses tibat 
may be obtained^ also of ^cb p^sons who may know aay 
thing relative to the. cause in question^ and especialfy die 
nearest neighbours to the said house ; md \dien acGom(didied 
in due and proper form^ the said examinations to befiledj that 
decision may take place thereon conformable to justice. 
And whereas^ by virtue hereof, his Honor thus pronounced 
and ordered^ he also signed these presents ; all which I, the 
tmder^written Notury^ attest. 

(Signed) Hit'' bb Bbqorrat. 

Before me Francisco de CASTfto. 

The depositions of thirteen different witnesses follow :-*- 

Deposition of Theresa Allen, a free mulatta, next doclr 

fUighbdiur to Ptdro Rmiz^ oh o^jtti: 

J(mfk Modriguet, on 0(Uk. 

C^rian Fitta tiueva, on oath. 

Jose/a Maria J on oath. 

The Negro Topen, on oath. 

Joseph 4-maudf ou oath. 

These six witnesses deposed that they ss^w Carlos Ckflm^ 
enli^ t}ie house of Pedro Rui^ at a cer^ hom* ip 4ie ei^iM- 
iog^ and that he regained there a certain space of'twie^ wd 
then went away. 
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Deposition of Hoffcri Birot 

Bmnedii^y aflErwards the Judge in' this canse^ attended 
by me the Mda fy^ ^entio the hofise of Hquch^ Birot^ also 
frpth ^ i4tei|if^t)9r, lb? 9iid Bir^ y>m% M-fiddeD with die 
{Ipj^i ^ Wh9il )u8 Kepi^r^ by t^f t^^mm of the*s{iid iiiterr 
|M«r# aod ip tib pimmc^ ^f q^eidie Noti^y^ admioisterad 
llie pn^ ^ 0<^ 01^ h^A, aod OB a siga pf the Cros^^ aad 
Aiipi«o9 ]|i^ pr/maed la defios^ the tniib to tbe'lb^t of his 
imvwMsh W^ n9<Vtot io whp^er W might be kkterrogated ; 
md MieofdiAgiy, ^mhm being ^entioxied rdntive to the teo<Mr 
0f lb« ilf<W'eg9i«g «0t> the cil»tia«8^ and ^ other drcum- 
ito9C09# b0 dep9Aed# IM on (die 7th day of die present oiottdi^ 
Mag flmil tfa^ tioie of tfmmg prayer^ the depo«eiit beard 
4ke passagt door ^die bouse of Pedro Ruiz being ojpeaed; 
and at about; a quarbn' of an hour afterwaids be fa^rd blows> 
«a of the braakiog open » truilk9aod that a short ti«ie> in U)i« 
ftuumar, be bemd die iron boH drawn ; that on the day fid- 
iowing he wis acquainted^ by Hihuio Amaud, diat Carlos 
JGonsales was incuslody for die said robbery ; and that ibis is 
all he knows^ being &Nrty*ei^t years old ; and the same was 
read Ofor to hifxi ; when be deposed that ithe aame was truly 
expressed ; and he did not sign this deposition^ not knowing 
bow to mte: jehesaioe wias signed by his Honor, said by the 
imarpnater; wbicfa I attest. 

fSigped^ . Bbgorb AT. 
Before me FftANciaca a^s Casteo. 

Caex^os T£LLiHSAsr> Interpvetar^ 

pejmptipn of Nely, im oath. 

Jasppr Diaz, on mtK 
^Antonio Josefh, a free mulatla, on Qafi. 
Don Francisco Saiasuif^ on oath. 
Jfegro, Pedro, on oath. 
Pedro Jos^'Ptrex (Partjur in budnisi mth 
Pedro Ruiz,) interrogated on ooM. 

a a 



The^e six witnesses abo deposed to nearly, the same cir- 
cumstances as the six fortner. 

Deposition of Louisa Calderom ■: ■ i 

' At the Port of Spain^ on the 22d day. o€ the same month 
and yesLT, his Hoftor^ the Judge of First Appointment^' prel^ 
ceeded to the prison wherein Louisa Calderon^ a ftee raiilatti^ 
was confined^ for the purpose of taking her deposition; Id 
whom the said Judge^ in tne presence of me the Notary, 
administered the oath in due form^ on God our Lord, and oh 
a sign of the Cross ; and thereon she promised to 'depoit0 tbt 
truth to. the best of her knowledge, to whatever she m^t-te 
interrogated ; and accordingly, being questioned respective the 
contents of the aforegoing act, and the ether circumstances 
that had occurred, with the intent to ascertain^ ^e truth rdi^ 
tive to tiie cause in question; SHE FULLY DENIED 
f KNOWING WHO WERE THE PERPETRM 
TORS OF THE ROBBERY: in consequence thereof 
his Honor ordered this deposition to be suspended till a more 
convenient opportunity ; and he signed hereto ; which I attest. 

(Signed) Bbgorrat. 
Before me Francisco de Castro; 

#» ■ - 

In consequence of the strong suspicions *, his Honor en- 
tertains of the mulatta Louisa Calderon, a domestic of Pedro 
Ruiz, concealing the truth reJiUive to the aforesaid robbery 
expressed in . these proceedings ; and his Honor being per- 
suaded that she will discover the truth of the matter bynieans 
of a slight torment being inflicted on the said Calderon : And 
whereas his Honor is not invested with power to execute the 
same, his Excellency the Governor and Captain^eneral of 
this island must be made acquainted hereof, with the summary 



• These suspicions are detailed at full length at pjiges 70, 71, and 72, 
of the Address ; which vide. 



of thbprocejto^ bj virtue of this docfiment^ to the intent Aatf 
his Excelleney may determine as may appear to him justice;, 
the usual and requisite forms for that purpose to be adopted 
and observed by the Notary in this cause : and in pursuance 
hereofj his Honor thus decreed and ordered ; and he signed 
hereto ; which I^ the underwritten Notary^ attest this day^ the- 
d2d of ^ aforesaid month and year. 
I r (Signed) , Begobrat. 

Before nie Francisco de Castro,. 

I Wbereupoo Ij t}ie said Notary^ proceeded to die tribunal 
of the said Governor and Captain- General of this island^ and 
11^ usual forms having been observed^ I made kncywH to his 
B^cellency' the aforegoing acty as also th^ scumnary in coh- 
fbrmity as dto'eed ; which I attest, r ^^ * 
* : ' *•• - (Signed) Castro. 

•^^Apply thfe'torture fe Lotiisa Calderon. 



■r .' 



k 'v A. i «* A> 



(Signed) — - Tir.* PiCTON. 






His Excellency the Governor and Captain-General of this 
iriaiid of Trinidad. thus ordered; and he signed the same on 
did23ddayof December^ 1801. 
v . ^. Before me Fran** de Castro. . 

• • • » 

•.-..••■■■• • * 

& .Transnutted these proceedings to the Court of his Honor 
the Judge of First Appointment. 

. (Signed) , Castro^ 
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, . At the Portof Spain^ in the windward islands of Trinidadj 
on the 23d day of December^ 1601j his Honor the Ordinal; 
Judge of First. Appointment- haying Seen this act of the 
cause in question^ together with the order given by his Excel-* 
lexicy ; the Governor and Captain-General of this island^ by 
which bcidirecl& adigbt torment to be inflicted^ for the pur- 



be «e<K»r#[^ly has de6reed> swd hei^^by «r«l6f9^ liM tl« ttiM 
sitatt fwf carrkd mb 6tec«tk>li itf fktti di^g At^y to (AtdMr 

Afif>e hil» ItfifAor dbfiierv^ely that #b^€fas A« safid LmM 
CJalde^oki did Ivet Appear lo be Metitf-Av^ ^ears MIy 
'his Honor therefore res^ve^ his im^AM tt ttfMtoitMUfiny 
for her a guardian 6t aidve^^frfe. Hi£ Hon6# thus pronounced 
and «diMr ^^ ^gA^ h6#efo ; which I Mxm. 

(Signed) Begorbat. 

Whereupon 1, the Notarj^ in the presence of tht said 
Judge^ attending at the public prison, and in a room tbercof^ 
I made known the aforegoing order for the pick^ lo Louisa 
Calderon ; wbo being made acquaisted with the contents 
thereof, she said she did not know who had committed the 
robbdry on Pedro Bmz } and she oonfinoed what aba bad 
before attested ; which I attest CastBO. 

The act of picketmg follows :— 

When she een^d^ Ihat CoAos Odtiidbs^ trftl^ iUmIb 
she once only had a carnal tisbAeso!^ aoMithslaidfaig liitl 
intimacy i^hh Pedro Ruiz ; that it Mtf he that had 
stolen the money from the said Ruiz ; and this she kuoms 
from having beeii aU eye^^itnese thereof; wfaca A^ 
came a second time to the bouse of ibto saad Fedril 
Ruiz, opened the dbor with the key sbd bad, she lighted a 
candle, and having heard blows as if breaking open a trunkj 
sha retiitd fin^et bftck, pot ooi die ligb^ bilkad dri! 46or, 
asd ooil^ided barsdf id the {taFsage ekM to wk«#a Gii-loa 
kdd iDoVed the said trunk ^ ixfhem shealtosate wkik he Im^ 
taking out thesmuiryh^siiiflMchthemeiMfn^e^tniaimBd^ 
su^dwhwh he carried (ff; diat she 4«tt IM ktt»^ w&feri ||M 
said Gdtloe h^ d^imited «iid ttMGPiii^ a HMhthmtMgimM 



ifijpdftim Aiereof toiiei-^ neither Si Cn-ldi ever ptdipoee to 
lier the said robb^ ; aiMloo beiiig remanded^ atidijaeiitioned 
ftoM what motive^ when she saw Carlos coounittiif the roh« 
beryj she did not cry out^ nor lodge an informaltoB to ft. 
im^istrste^ the answered^ that she did not4now what she was 
to doj Sic. &c. 

■ 

Setettd JExafoination^ 

k ^^i^ the Jii^ deMed her to declare WHETHER SI^ 
HAD NOT BEEN AN ACgESSARY with Garfos Gon- 
zales in oounnit&ig the said robbery ; and also to confess 
where the said money was deposited ; she declared that she 
Msv«r hdd eomttHMricated^ in toij^ way ^Aiatever^ widi the said 
GtitloAeotieemiiigthecomlmsnodof&esaidroMb^; neidief 
did ^e know whcte the daid fnoney was defnysited : whereupon 
die siud Jiid^ admofnshed her to rdate the truth ; fbr^ould 
she not do it^ Ae should be i^ain placed on the picket. 

The second act of picketing follow : when his Hoinor 
perceivii^ that she was about to faint^ he ordered the officers 
tb teosen her> and to release 1^ from die picket^ &e. ftc. 

(Signed) BB«ottRAT. 
Before ine Francisoo ^s Castko. 

Then fc^le^wv die particulars of die cbnfr&ntatitm ot 
Louisa Calderon with Carlos Gonzales^ and both sworn: 
when Louisa repeated to Cartes diat he tt^as the persoii 
#hd had stolen tfie ittoney Iroin Pedro Rniz^ by bre^kking operi 
A« IrHfik^ «Bd earrybg it off; and which die said Carloi 
knew was in the trunk that he luroke open; from goin^ ond 
l^hft t6 diange some money with Pedro for small silver, 
mi ^Ineh aceorAmgtf Pedro dianged for him, Carios bein^ 
prmtM when he, tiie said Pedro, opened the trunk; to 
whidi Carlo(^ f^jAied, dmt the same was fake testiinony, 
tie. 8cg. 

(Signed) Fbakcisco ^e Castik). 
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< Tb^ fplkxws an attej^Udon of the Notary Dei CSastrOi diat 
the hou^ of; Carlos and Pedro Ruiz were both searched Iqr 
hiis Honor , the Judge^ attended by Louisa and the offices of 

justipe, &c. I ' 

^ . (Signed) D 5 Castro. 

^ And another attestation^ stating^ that Carlos had acknodth 
ledged, in theforegoing interview^ that he had carnal knoW' 
hdge of Xsuisa,. though he had formerly denied it on oath^ 

(Signed) De Castro, 

Then follows a petition from Don Pedro Joseph Perezy 
p^tnpr of Pedro Ruiz^ to the Governor^ who had been con-» 
fined on suspicion^ .^tatiug^ that he was innocent of any share 
in the robbery^ and offers bail to be enlarged \ and:die decree^ 
of the Goveni9r^ which releases him on finding bail. 
. December 26th, 1801. 

I have now extracted^ from a copy of thq, process trans* 
mitted by the Court holden at the Council Chamber^ in 
Poit of Spainy (present his Excellency the lieutenant 
Governor^) the heads of the legal measures pursued by 
the Governor^ the Magistiate M.. Begorrat^ the Escrivatno 
Notary De Castro^ towards Louisa Calderon, from the 
period of the robbery, on the 7th day of December^ to the 
conclusion of her punishment ; and the date of the petition 
of .Pedro Ruiz's partner, praying to be liberated from gaoI> 
on the £6th of said month. 

I shall now state the heads of the cruel processes which 
were carried on against the parties frpm this date to the day 
of the conclusion of the whole of the proceedings, on the Bth 
of November, 1^02. The only object I have in view in this 
enumeration is, to prove that the reports of Louisa Calderon'4 
b^ing wantonly, unnecessarily^ and cnjelljr detained in prisoRj 



it 
ft 



9 

w fidse and scsuDAiaaB, andl^ as I lia¥e cspressed mywlf at 
pagid tiQ of this Address, ** to determine with satirfdKtuM 
^ another point which has been triumphantly pressed upom 
a^ a substantial proof of the tyranny and oppresnon sheam 
by Colonel Pi€i*n to tkisunhappy culprit.^ 
I find^ that in this stage of the proceedings^ the period of 
|)ie do^ of Alcaide ot the First Election had expired; and 
dnt the gentleman who succeeded Don Hilario Begonat kt 
this ofljce wa3 Don Josef Francisco Farfan^ whose 6fst act 
in this business was^ an ord^ for an attachment to be hud om 
the effects of die thief^ Carlcnf Gonzales^ and for placing the 
jsame in deposit in • the custody of a person whom he ap- 
pointed a depodtary for the purpose; his wife, and imottier 
person named in the process, were sworn to ddiv^ a laidAI 
account of his effects, and to be at all times forthcoming at 
the orders of the Juci^e* 

January 2, IQ02. 

The Juc^e proceeds, to take the depositions of. diffemiA 

witnesieSy as to the diaracter and conduct of Cados Gon* 

zales. 

January 15, 1802. 

Depositions of Juan de la Rosa, Julian Fanabria, and 
Martin Gabriel, all arraign the diaracter of Carlos Gon- 
zales. 

Examination of Gonzales. 

February 11, 1802. 

Deposition of Nicholas Yriarrte to impeach the character 
of Gonzales. 

Examination of Gonzales and Looisa Calderon, five to 
fsic/t'^ in which she tells him positively that she saw him break 
the trunks and take the money : and be denies every thing. 

Carlos Gonzales petitions to be released from prison, on 
competent security. 
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Tke Jiii^ onkrt Ooizdes nd Loidsa OMacm to iMi 
Irm^ brfott kiin> sod tiken to the botMe of Pcdm Bins; 
hii Hooor attmding to iiMpecl the place miilotely wkere ibi6^ 
nMmrj w«B eommitted. 

The Judge vmts the pnKMi> end orders m addttMiAl psSi 
(t£ irons on Gonzales md Louisa* 

Carlos's wife petitions that a physician itey be sent U^ iM 

Imatiandon aocount of Mckneie which be had contmctad fMM 

iMng ao long in prison ;'rA«i wa$ on thi nth dby ^ 

tthfuufy ; and to order bis release if Us bad bedtb is loibs^ 

nen» 

February \(i, 1803. 

Dr. Williams fisks him^, and d^Iare^ <m Mtb^ that G*rk>S 
basn sli(^ kiAspositicm^ which proceedti^ in his opiiutej morA 
Aroi^ die imeaGuiess of his nitBd> byr^sotiof his confin^bent> 
than any infirmity of body. 

Louisa is ordered to name her guardian^ of advocate^ 
being a minor or not tweMy^^^ years of age^ to conduct her 
#^&ce> or in default thereof one will be sfipoitited for her ; 
afid after this is done^ she mnst confirm alt the acts and degpo^ 
aitions hitherto made by her. On the notification of ibti 
to her she says^ that she applied to foctr different persons^ who 
reroseCr. 

His HottoT appoints Ddn Jf na^ Bermodez as adi^cnte Mkk 
defender of Louisa. 

Pedtion from Pedro Ruiz, prayii^ that the d^)OSitions 
of certain persons named, may be taken relative to the rob- 
bery. 

Noiic^ of cause being se^nded till the Sth of March, on 
account of the absence of the advocate Don Juan Bennudeati 
Hho iMd \miik vk another 4uarter of the island. 

Mitfth 9 J 1802, thfeii Months from the first Day 0/ 

Imprisonment. 

•Don Bermudez is sworn to defesd hb aoiiior JLonisn 
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by etery eArt^ bMh im j/MMmetaoA ikmmm i mA Attf to 
wmM (HtTMe tteadvk^ Aildcotinldof persafttr <rfkfidl%I«d^ 
conscience^ and experience^ who nisy jKriM OUC td him tb# 
best means to defend bis minor ; 9nd if ^ through any n^lect 
cm his side^ tfa^fiS shottM fesult unj duvM^ or prejudice to 
Vm Had mnw, ht Aell niak^ good die siiiie with hi« perioa 
and effects both present o^d ititiire ; aiid he AttS bdufid luttH 
self; and he became liable to be fined to the utmost rigor of 
the laws^ rights^ and jNritril^e^^ HtM otherwise m^t operate 
kihiftfiiVOf^ 

The Judge^ upon his oath^ confers the charge of advocafe 
upon Don BennQde2^ and gives hiln full powers to act as such* 
-^Decre^ tbst charge and intimation be given to Carlos and 
Louisik^ dfid d copy^ thM th^ ftiay defend themselves lu Atj 
dm ^idkia twenty common days. — With various other ordani 

tot witnc9is6ii^ dep66itiottSj &6. See. 8t6. 

JprU 1, 1808. 

Don P^o Josef Perez^ a witness^ dted^ and confirms ISi 
f&ttaet depOditibh on bath. 

Don Francisco de Salazar^ Juan de la Rosa^ Cyprian 
TlHa 6e Kne^&, and Theresa AAed, dteSl, and confirm their 
several former depositions on oath. 

April 3, 1802. 

The Negro Topen cited^ confirms his former depontion an 

oath. 

jfptti Of 180*. 

The Negro Pedro cited, (slave of Pedro Ruiz,) confinni 
Mff t(itiii€f difpbfiitioii on oafli. 

£pHl 0, t80C. 

Josef Rodiguez cited, confirms his former depoMfidd dA 
oath. 
Jii^ia Talavera^ vnfe ofCailos, t>^tions ibi.iM) &)llan 
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ipjl^-^ gnDf0d-l«eir,rottt:o£the (>h)^erfy.!6f her- finsband potf 
^pder MtadMnent, inj <HKkr' to jslipport heis£lf.and iamilyy 

luaog ia great disitresa. ,...!., .. 

^. ^;?n7 u* WSj^pppW 7.) 

f^^ J[u(i^e decrees. 1^50 (jbllars to b^ gived to iier out of that^ 
property, she givingl^er. receipt for i>t« : . 

JpriiB^ 1802. » . 

Josefa Maria cited^ confirms on oath her former 4epdsi- 
tipn« ' r . , . • . 1 

K.. ■ ""^ * • • * ' • • 

Hoilore Verat cited^ confirms her former deposition.. 
J Honocc^ Verat again cited^ ai^d deposes op oath> that as to 
the depositions of Josef Amaud^ a witness ;w)io was, cijted on 
ibis occasion at a former time, and who is now absent, and 
which he is now made acquainted. with, that the said Amaud 
is a good Christian^ and a man of good character ; and he^ 
the witnessj, vouches for.haipi and -believes and considers 
as, true the w|iqle cop^tents of his aforesaid d^ppsitian. 

Gaspar Dias cited^ andcojafirms pji^ oatl;i his. former deposi- 

tion. . , * . - ' . 

til ' '' ' ' 

Nely^ a negro woman^ cited^ s^pd confirms her fprn^r de-> 
position on oath. 

Antonio Josef, a free mulatto^ citedj, and confines bis 
former deposition on oath. 

'' April Q. 

Julian Sanabria cited^ and confirms on oath his former de- 
position. ... 

Martin (Gabriel cited^ and confirms on oath his former de-r 

position. 

X Nicolas Yriarrte cited, and confirms his former deposition 

on oath« 

^- April t\y 1802. 

Do^ Jii^ Aatonio Cipriani cited ; and states, t|iat \^ had 
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bean) k stid- by I>on Lorenzo Placet, dmt he smpeciel 

having beeo rol|bed of sundry goods by Cados Gonzald^ 

who lived contiguous to his warehouse. 

Don Antonio Sertin cited^ and swears^ that he does not 

recollect, nor can he assert, that Don Losteza Placet ever 

uttered these expresuons* 

^ ■ -. ' t 
May 19. : 

Then comes the Plea or Defence of Louisa Caideron by 
Hon Juan Bermudas, her Advocate and' GuardiaM^ 
Bermudas cites Elizonda in her defence, alsa- ^^ Ecdeii- 
astical Court, or Code of Laws;" acknowledges she wis 
fourteen years of age ; (this says that Louisa Ima be^n coi^ 
fined for six months, hvX it has no date ;) and says, he has no 
ocular witnesses to produce for greater justification ; and 
refeKS entirdy to what he has mentioned in his«defence of 
her. r 

.. . Don Diego Antonio de Alcala, Carlos s attorney, appeals 
in Court, and requests that his Honor viill order the publics- 
ttion of the evidence, and that declaration may be legally made 
of the proceedings to the parties, in order ,to all^e their 
defence. . ;. • 

The Judge decreed this. 

June 1. 

Don Juan Bemiudas declares, that he ri^sts. his defence on 
the memorial already delivered by him. 

» 

June 16. 

Don Pedro Ruiz appears, and says, diat he has no further 
evidence Xb bring forward in his cause ; and supplicates 
the Judge to pronounce sentence with the general con- 
sent of the parties ; publication is to be made of the ev^- 
dence brought forward by them respectively^ and regjular 
delivery of the proeess must be made, in order that; they m^ 
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Don Ju«i Banmidas^ the ^vocate Ibr Lonisa CMmteia, 
mppean in his Honor's Courts and dedarec tluit he has Bothii% 
liirth^r to allege on the behalf of his client^ and refers to her 
IBemorial for every tiling. 

TbiB come evidenced on behalf of Carlos Gonsnles; atnd 
itttcrrogatorits are staled vtrhereon to ground the evidence 
faonght forward on the bdbalf of Carlos Gonzales ; diirteea 
ijpestioBS a^ put to these witnesses^ whidi are stated at 
laog^di, and signed by the wife of Carlos Gonzdbi^ 

Jff ANA Talatera. 

' Hepi^csentation on each of the interrogatories befom Ae 
Juc^e Blacky by Carlos Gonzales ; and signed by his wife, 
JiUHM Tabvera^ pniying that the examinations of witnesses 
nay be taken^ and that Ruiz nuBj be obliged toswear whcAer 
he did not come to Carlos^ some two or three mondis previous 
to the robbery, to borrow ^00 dollars, sayii^ that he was . 
very poor, and other requests, as to be set at liberty on giving 
bail, &c. 

Decree of die Alcalde (Far&n) on part of this petition. 

Reference of notice of anpther part to Pedro Ruiz. 

Examinations of Pedro Ruiz on the aforesaid. 



June €6. 

Examination of veitnesses in &vor pf Carlos Gotizdes. 

i>on Lucas Macely^rcplies on oadi to all die thirteen inters 
fogatorass, put separately and disdncdy. 

Juan Domii^o Antonio replies on oath to the thirteen in* 
ierrogtttories, separately and distinctly. 

Don Josef BartheUer replies on oath to die diirteen interro- 
^j^atones as aoove* 
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Raphael Miftet d^iKMes on oatb to thirteen interrogatoriei 

aaab^ve. 

June tin 

Juan Santrago Jacome deposes on oath to die tbiiteea in- 
terrogatories as above. 

Bartholoman Garcia dq>08e8 on oath tbdie tfakteen inter* 
ipqgftories ;ia above. 

Don Geronimo Bermazas deposes on oath to the diiftMa 
interrogatories. 

Francisco Antonio deposes as above. 

A jiovirer of attom^from Carlos andhbwife to the AtlQiw 
piey and JSscrivano to act for them in eveiyHhing relating tt 

June 28. 

I>on Di^o de Alcab presents a petition^ request ibi^ 
iludg^ to extend the time of twenty days more, to *'!!!ff^^^?ffT 
Jo podttce the evidence. 

The Jodge grants or decrees twdv^ current dqrs moic^ 
wiA positive doiial of any further extension* 

(Signed) Black. 

A memorial of Diego Antonio do Ak^ to ciA for olber 
persons on certain matters relating to said pioofr. , ' 
Granted and decreed by &e Judge. 

Jvne9Q* 

Deposition of Francisco Feblea as to the tenor and terms 
ef said memorial. 

Maria Calderon deposes as to said memoriaL 

Benancia> a mulatto^ deposes to said memorial. 

Catalena Viga deposes on oatb to said memorial. 

JConcepcioA Cidedonia deposes on oadi to said inamofial* 

Louisa Calderon deposes on oath to the said naeQi^Qrial. 

Pedro Josef Perez deposed to the contents vf the laid me- 
morial. 
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^ June Sa ' ^. ~ ■ 

Diego Antonio de Alcala, presents a memorial to get leave 
to reply to the evidence^ by calling more witnesses* 
Granted by the Judge Farfau» 

July . 

Domingp Rodriguez deposes as to the said memorial on 

oath;^' 

July 4 & 5. '' 

Don Diego Antonio de Alcala^ Carlos's attorney, memo- 
rials the Judge that the merits of this case being made up 
and prepared for definitive sentence, his Honor ought to 
declare the accusation of Pedro Ruiz to be unfounded and 
malicious; and that he ought to declare him an impostor, 
and condemn him in pains and penalties of the law. 
He declares his client innocent, and goes into an examina- 
don of the witnesses : he urges a variety of ingenious argu- 
ments to prove that the robbery was merely fictitiouSj, and 
ieq|tiests his Honor to decree as above. 

July 6, 1802. 

' The Judge orders that the said cause must be trans- 
mitted to the Governor by the Notaiy with all due form^ 
usual and customary. 

Farfan. 
July 18. 

Don Diego Antoni6 de Alcala, by a memorial, solicits 
the appearance of Domingo Rodriguez, and of Pedro Pere^ 
to declare some evidence particiOarised. 

Decreed by the Judge. 

There being first duly observed the usual forms and solem- 
nides, I delivered into the hands of his Excellency the 
Governor those proceedings, in pursuance of the decree; 
which I attest. 

CASTRa*** 



CovEftKOR's DEcasE^ August 3. 
Duly considered stad examined these proceediiqp^ it is^ 
hereby, declared^ that the robbery was eommitted by Carlos 
Qonzales^ according to the evidence, and other circum-' 
stanceis expressed in die cause ; and in consequence thereof, 
inclining to equity and mercy, h^ b hereby condemned 
to perpetujd banishment from this island, to a fine, of 
1 800 dollars, to pay all the costs of this process^ anc) to 
labor on the public works till the term of this his sentence 
shall be fulfilled ; >X hich said fine shall be applied to indem* 
nify the said Pedro Ruiz, and the mulatta %ouisa GaldfTon 
shall be set at liberty, and con»dered to have expiated the 
offence by the long imprisonment she has suffered. 

(Signed) Thos. I*xcToW.. 
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Tlien follows a taxatio9 of costs. . •; .. . t 

Carlos Gonzales petitions the Governor to remove to his 
own d\viellii^-house ; wherein he promises that his con- 
finement ^hall be as strictly observed as if he were in prison, 
until the moment of his departure from the island, and for an 
authentic copy of the acts. He offers also the legal seciirity 
for close confinement, and proposes a bondsn;mn. 

The Governor decrees that th^ decree must be put m 
force. 

(Signed) T.PiCTON. 

Atigust 5, 1802. 

Carlos Gon2ales petitions the Gt)vemor, . that if there is 
enough of money in the depositary'^ hands to pay the fine and 
costs, that he may be set at liberty to depart the island with aU 
possible dispatch^ 

Governor decrees, the High Constable shall cpnduct him 
to the beach, or* quay, when his embarkation takes place, fair 
Um to pursue his destination; 

Th. Pi<ptox, 
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r CarI;Q8 delmned to, the master of a hngi «nd % iiaceipt 
passedforhisa... . 

- Carlos s ndfe petitions the Qavemof that t&e (Jepositaiy 
9iay gire an account of all the remaining effects in hi» bai]ib> 

■ • . * • • ■ 

.iVs requested. Th, PictoNa 

Other petitionB ai^ requests fol|ow from Caflos's .^ife to 
the Governor ; which are gr^ed. 

pietry^ the depo^itsiryj^ in settling all the accounts which 
are put iforth at ifull leqgtl( in the process^ petitioi^> on paying 
in the lialaiice} to \^ exonerated and released from all respon- 
inbility. 

Granted. s Thomas Pigton;. 

. Carios's wife petitions the Governor iagainst the disrges of 
f^tpairing ^ boat againi^ Pietky. ' 

, Their Honors ^ Judg^ ta jlecide tlier^on. 

T. Plcton:* 

'*.-'■•' September iSy iB02. - 

Don P/edi;^ Ruiz petitions tj^e Governor that the mone; 
av^arded him should be paid immediately^ as then in great 
distress. . . . • 

As re(jpiested. ' T. Pict^n. 

V .; Septembfi^r 16; 

Pedro petitions the ordinary Judge (hat he should be pak4 
iii^upc^^diat^y. 

H3i!9. J^ndge decrees that thfi.decree of the Goven»or vnat 
be enforced^ and the money paid widua throe da^uod^paiVf^^ 
of,«^^i*UQaau 
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Pedi'o again petitions the Governor that sentence and 
judgment may be pronounced i^ainst Pietry^ unless be im- 
mediately pay the amount of his daim. 

. . As xequested* J. PiCTOif. 

* • ^ • . .. . 

September 28. 

DonMigdel Pietry petitions the Judge to direct that Car- 
los's property ^ay be put up to auctioD^ and sold to the high-* 
est bidder ; and should the effects be not 8u£Gicient to discharge 
this debt^ he will make good the deficiency. 

' As requested. J. Black. 

October €4» 
Bon Miguel Pietiy appears in Coiirt> and pays t6 Pedro 

Ruis 1-800 bard doHsffs. 

Pedro acknovrledges liimself peSd to his 'Sat]sfiEu:tion» 
C^Ws suite petitions the Judge on account of soioe other 

claims efee has ; which" ai«e directed to be investigated by wit- 

The examination, detailed* - 

November 9> 1802. 
Judge^s decree on this point* 

Some other unimportant petitions and decrees 'follow : 
the last b dated NOVflMBER 18^ 1002. 

John Black. 

AND ITJUS THE PROCESS CLOSES, AFTER 
AN INVESTIGATION OF ONE YEAR ALL TO 
piGttTEEN DAYS. 



b2 



so 



No. n. 

Instrttctioiis* to our Trusty and Well-beloved ITiomai Pic*- 
ton. Esquire^ our Governor and Commander in Chief 
in and over our Island of Trinidad. Given at our Court 
at Saint James's, the first day of June^ 1801, in thf 
forty-first Year of our Reign. 

I, WITH these our Instructions you tvill receive our 
Commission, under our Great Seal of our United Kingdom 
0^ Great Britain and Ireland, constituting you our Gover-* 
nor, and Commander in Chief, in and over our island of 
.Trinidad* In Ihe execution therefore of our said comioiis-' 
sion, you are to take upon you ijbe administration of the 
government of the said island, aix^ . to do and execute all 
things belonging to your command, .according to the several 
powers and .authorities of our said commission, nnder our 
Great Seal of our United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and of these our instructions to you, and according 
to such further powers and instructions as you shall at any 
time hereafter receive under our signet and sign manual, or 
by our order in Our Privy Council. 

II. And you are, as soon as convenient, to choose from 
amongst the proprietors of the said island a Council, consist* 
ing of not more tlian * five, nor less than three persons, who 
riiay be able tq assist you in all the details of administration 
and police within your said government* And you are hereby 
required to cx)nsult and advise wilh the said council ; and in 
cases of importance, and where you shall judge that our in- 
terests may require it, you are hereby authorized to act con- 
trary to their opinion, calling upon them in such cases to 

* Many parts of these instructions being unnecessary to any purposes 
of my address, I have inserted only allsuch parts «s have any relevance. 



c^ftte tbelr opiuiofis ia writmg^ wi^i: their reasons for thii' 
si^me ; and ou are . tp jtransmit to ine^ through one of our* 
principal Secretaries of ' S^te, the o{Huions of your said 
Council^ together widi your own opinion J and yoqr and their 
r^a^ns ou every such'0(^a3ionj for our information ; an(l you 
are furtfa^r authorized from time to tinie to remove the mem^ 
bers of your said Council^ or any of them so to be chosen 
by you as afpr^es^id^ in ^ase -you shall find it necessary for 
our iutcrests, and the public service of the island^ and to 
choose others in .their room> taking care nevertheless to as^ 
aign and transmit your r^^pns for 60 doings by the next im* 
mediate opporti^nity^ to *onq pf our principal Secretaries of 
State for our information, , 

V. ft is our Mill and pleasure^ that for the present^ the 
temporary, administration oftb^ island should> ^S NE/iR- 
LY AS CIRCUMSTANCES WILL PERMIT, be. 
esercisjed by you'^ccori^og to th^: terras oCf she capitulation 
tiereuQtp aune^ed^. in,€OnforA¥ty to the aifcient laws aud in^ 
aMtMtionS;t]patM!bsisted wfhin the:same^ p^^vious toth^ sur«>' 
f^iyler of the. said island f;tq,4is^.si^bject to^.^ufJi directions a» 
you ^hall no^r, or|^eF<^ftefr^ rec^iv^ from us. Under our signet 
i^ sigi^ u^anu^lj or. by o|ir ord^r i^jour Privy (^ouiicil^ (>r to 
such sudden and unforeseen epiergBncies as may rencfer at 
depariufejhereji-fim qbsolutely itecessury, 4iud vnavnjdabley 
and which you ar^. immediately to jff^present tq qjie.of cnyr 
principal Secretaries of §tate^ for oUrmformation': Yhit \t is. 
nevenbeless our special pommandji that -^ll tl\e powei^s of the 
executive Government withiii tbe said island^ as well civil as 
military, shall be vested SpMy in you, our Governor j^ or iii^ 
the person having 4he gAverpment^of the s^id island for the 
lime being, and that such powexs as u'e^e heretofore 'exercised, 
by any person or persons separately , or in conjunction xvith 
the Governor of the said island^ shall belong solely to you 
tiur Governor, or to the person having the government of - 
|Ae said island for the time being. And it is our w ill ^.u4 
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Colony at fhf fiiAi of the capt^rt h^'Sir JR. 
K. R:, a^ id'ken frcm the depifi^uM on 
^-iUozriag GentlemeH, before fAcCtJrfrf, dt 

I • » • • 

PVcsent, 
V the lientenatAi GoVttiWf. 

^\ **V^ ^ecn resWeirt ht flie tffeiii*?— A 

^ ^ 'V' ^11 of which 1 have been com 

V ot Govei nnieiit. 

^le state of the colony at (fie period of iCn 
-*.. When Captain Vaughan, of &Kt Alarm frigaU 
itere^ the people brok^ open* the ms^atziiie of vrma, 
and anii<^ themselves cpntrafy to the ordefs- of gorenmient^ 
for many days, and when tranqnility Wa^ re-^stablidied^ a 
large quantity of these arms remained iii the possession cyf 
die people of color; diat their ^holetaoe Was in a state of 
insnbbrdination when the coloify inu captmiM. -* ' 

Chevalier lit Games. ' •' "" ' ■ 
Q. How long have you been resident m tfae^okmy ? — Mt* 
Since the year 1793. When I arrived in the t6l6iiy ther^ 
were a number of bad sabj^cts in it, and if Wa^ dUeatetied 
wkh a general subversioii of good order. ^ 

Lazare AcJiarJ; Esq. 
Q. How loi^ have y6u been i^id^iit in lids colony? — Ai 
Eighteen yean. ' 

Q. Did yon know B. General Picton, and what was hift 
general character as Governor of this island? — ^A*. I ktiew 0. 
Gaieral Picton as a just man, and of int^rity, and shsdl sd^ 
ways owe him an etattal grtititiide, for having p^es^eA my 
.lifa and fortune fay bis <5ounige;' activity, and sdiiilities, ih 
times when tee were threatened tcithjire, and the malevolence 
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j^leasure diat ait sucn fmblic acts i(nd jiVdickd proeeedifl^j^ 
v^hich before the sili^ender of thd imid inland to us^ tvefe ia* 
the name of His Cadi^ic Majesty^ ijhftU henceforth b^ dbsej 
issued^ and performed^ in oiir nailer • 

VII. It is our will and pkamre, that for thepresertt, and 
until our further pleasure shall he signified thereift, tAe same 
courts of judicature, which suhsi^ed in the said isiand pre*i . 
((nous to the surrender thereof to ns, skallffor the present, hd^ 
continued in the exercise of all the judicial pe^soers belonging 
to them, in all criminal and civil' eases y and that they shatb 
ptdteed according to the laws bywhich the said island pae 
then governed, and that such judicial pote^H^, as,pTtcious tef 
the surrender of the said island to us, were exeMsed by M^ 
Spanish Goverfior, shall be exercised by you o^r Qaoernor\ 
in like manner as the same mere exercised ppeviom- to the ^r^ 
render of the said island. • V '' 

XI. And whereas yoii iviH t^^H^ 'from ourCoihttiid^OGM 
ers for executing ^e office of High Admiral 'C^<«6r«ttt Bri«i 
tain^ a commission^ constituting ftm Vice Addrar^ of ^thtf 
sadd island^ you are i^eqqired and^ directed carefully* lo-^ 
into execution the several poweris thereby granted to yob^ 

Xn. You are hereby particularly aatborized and required; 
for the better security of the said island^ and for the mainte- 
nance of good order "vvidiin the stani^e, to rftise such troop9 
therein^ and to call out tmd embody i such companies or- 
corps of niilitiaji ^ you shall judge necessary for that purpose^ 
With the same view of maintaining order and good govern- 
ment, you are also authorized to disarm such of the inha^ 
Ifitants of the said island as are not ehiployed in any miH^. 
fary capucitjf, or have' not your licence for keeping their 
arms, and during the present war, to remove from- the said 
island such persons as you shall see cause to suspect of ad-^ 
Jeering to our enemies, and the contirmoHce of whose residence 
in the said island may be found to be d(jtngerotis to thepeaca 
etnd security thereof 
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Skn%e ofm Colony al htttirhi if the ddptiih'^ IfpSirR. ' 
'Abtfcrombtf, K. Bi/0'Miieh fro^m^^^iio^ on 

Oath, ofthefoUowmg GMikfntH, i^fm^^Uri^ dt 
. Pbf-t of Spain. ' "- ^ .*'->*»v .- • .:v/ •..:"//. ;; 

riis ExccHciicy t!>e Iii6«teriai^ GbV^^ 

Vmcent Pdtiicey Eh^okOdfm •='-= • 
Q-vHow long hatfe yott Beeir reskleirt W <htf yttll*^^ 
Eighteen years, during fourteen of which 1 have bete eixh 
plo}'ed in* the service of G^fiehiment. 

•'.Q. What vi^g the state of the tolony at tfte perfott tsf ift 
Aipture? — A. WfcenCaptaiti VaMghin,' of tfi^ Alarm f^fg^ 
cam^ here, ' the people brofe'^opeir the" JHttfefeiri*' W mk9, - 
«nd amitid theitiselveflf^cphthi^idrthi^ordefr<)f' ^^ • 

for mkny days, and tvhen tran^Hity Wal'T^-iS^iiHbli^i^^ a 
large quaitfSty of Atese rninS remained^ iti thtf poiis^ssimi df 
the people of color; that th^if '^hole^Mbe Ms in'^^statii of 
festtbbrdihadon when ifte c^oi^^iiri^ ''■ ' 

Q. How lot^ have j'bii TJeeir rfesideWt m ^e^cd*rtijr?^jft. 
Since the year 1793. When I aiWved ito tJite WilW <h^ 
were a number of bad isltil]§^bt3 in it; atidlt'WsJisilmreatefaed 
ivkh a general subversiod df gbod'ordter. ' ' ' ' ^ ■ ^ ""' 

Lctzar^Achard'^ Esq. - ' 

Q. How long have ytJu beerf rtsidtitt id tHis cblbiiy?-i-Ai 
Eighteen yeatrs. - * J - : • » > . . 

Q. Did you khbW B. Gieriet^l Picton^ arid what was hi* 
general ch!euacter as Govembrofthis island ?^^A'. ttiteW'R 
General Picton a^ a just man^ and of ibtegriit|^,' ixA sHali d^ 
ways Gvm him an' etefbd griUftiide, for havm^'pyii^ediny 
life and fortune 1^ his cSourkge/abtivit^V i&tid* dbilitieis) iJ& 
^imes «;Am ire tref e threatened ^tlijire, and the matevoltnct 
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9f the negroes, and other i)agabonds, who onJy waited for m 
favorable moment to cut our throats. 
The Honorable John Nihell, Esq, Member of His Majes" 

ty'sfCpun^ly and Judge of the. Court of Consulgdo, %. 

Q. jHow long have you resided in tbvi cojoiiy I — ^A. Be- 
tweefivnineteen smd twenty yeara^ 

Q. What wiis tbci situation^ political at^od civil, of^ thi» 
island, previous to the conquest of it? — A. For sevendi 
months, aqd even years, imme^t^Iy preceding the coni^uest,^ 
the English, apd ptb^r good people of the colony, considered 
Ibemisi^Ivf^ii; io constat danger pf ^sassipatiQU, lof l;iping guil* 
lotined., i ,. ... 

Q. Was not yourself shpt. At,: fnd- nearly mu^(^r^d in th^ 
street ?T-:A- I i^ertainly wa;s, on tjhe iStH^.of May,j 1796k in 
compapy^f of several r,espef:tab|f| , inhabitants, while in th^ 
actual f^eifcise of^n^isterialdu^cs, I bemg then Altcalde of 
ti^efS^q^dw^lection, , A i^^ca ^as nqtortaily . sho^ ne^ me^ 
anftbpjri.lKfis wounded, aq^ >: r^l^tiou iof niin^, yiho.$tQod 
tjq^ to 4»|Bj, received a bid^. fp the ^kirt?, of t4s,^ poat^ 
: Qh;^ej;f;,th^. perpetrators of these outrs^e^ appr/Bhended 
and punished j^y.lji^; ^paqi4l, §,qvernment?-7:Aj* They cerr 
tunly were not; but this gr^ci^d front their iiuniense mim^ 
hers t^ff^,jcQlmi/j 9fi4 the trifl^g^force whi^li ^p gov^n-i 
?n^ M:fef ?^ Kotcctiqo.* ,.7/ 

I. . Q. JJjp you,]iKe^ to ^y thefxihl^ ^ere exi^tej^ iu tl^is co? 
lony a considerable fac^PP ^Wcl\ f))^^9,wed it?T-»jA, I cer- 
tainly mean to say so, and tliat fjaction^^v^as so very consider- 
jable, and 99 powerful, that. Mr^^Cfi^^cop, after tt^ island 
was taken, often assured me that peace and quietness could^ 
p0t be preserved in the colon j wij^h^a garrisop of fe>yer nfieq 
t^an 30p(j) regular British, trpQp?, Colonel Pi<;tQq a effective 
/or<?^ at U^t tin^e was 498, ^. . ., 
. .jQj* Wej:e,noJjthe French ve;jry,jjumerbus,, and* the then ^^ 
,voluti<^ji>ry.prJnciples of France,. very strong amopg; al\ co^ 
lors and cl^es i,n the col«^y Prr A. J^J?8t certainly* 
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. Q. Did not B. (Gaieral PlctQn : preserve order and tntsh!^ 
f^oilUy in the colonyj after th^ capture? — A^ He c^rtfualy 

Q. To 'what 4q jou ascrij>e it?--rA, To the firmness of 
fais government^ and his apparent 4eteraun^tion to buffer hq 
«uch principles to ren^ain in the colony jl ip cojos^cjaence of 
ivhich^ in a very short time^ the principal leaders of the fac- 
tipn before described, disappenred, and di^Votbers of ibe 
|>arty remained quiet and peaceable. 

^. To wh^t do yoi^ ^scribe the present :flouri6hu]g sitto- 
ttion of this polony P^-<- A. I certainly ascribe it to the fkXJBSOieibt 
a|id upiform conduct of General Picton^ in giving ^mp^^ pi^o^ 
tectipM to im good and peaceable subjects^ and driviiig from * 
|t. ^; of i a co.nt];wy character* 

Nicholas St. Pij jou Qafh ' 
^ Q. ^ow long fa^ye y^\x heesx re^dept in- this co\()fa^}-:-rA^ 
^yjrxpty-eight; yews,, and upwards, ;. . . ^ v . 

Q. Had you aiiy pu]i)lic en^plQjn^ieiit .during iStiA JSpsiqidii 
gPYjBnunent?-i7rA. I w^sregidoif.iii 1784; in 17B7 I was jU- 
f^lj^e lie Barric^ ^^ l^o^pllo wing yeafrs^ and Commandacal 
of thjB- Quarteif of jLa. .^^e^eaft^yt'ai^ds. 
I, <Q,. What was di^.pG^tical 3itiiation of the colony, and thq 
state of its interbr .poHce at the time of the conquer? — K, 
The political <^^te of the cplo^^y w^ts v^ry afHicting; lUbft |>p^ 
lice was inefficient, tl^ough it had been very good sctoe tini0 
before. It w^& vej-y dfN^^rous at tlie time of the conquest^ 
to do any actsof seVverity ii) police, because the government 
0id not think it had sufficient force to repress disoitlers, and 
when con;ipl^ints were made of any aggravating nature, the 
gOiVemment persuaded them to patiencie. The.cai^e of thiji 
yvas, a numerous population, consisting of variops characters 
of different opinions, and the bad doctrines which had beeii 
adopted here among the free and enslaved^ ^nd among some 
yrhites also. 

Q. Did not |iagrai^ pruii^s pas^ with impo^ty f — ^A. Wb^ii 
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not. Masters were murdered by their slaves^ and Mvtnt^i 
who h^ ttifl(Mdi«ated wfail<)l»; 'sMce tk«n, Mtil tfa^ cdpUnt of 

- JA^ Hemfrc^k^ FMlip Luffgie^y E^. Alccddt tf the 

^ Q. Hbir l^ng hatus^you beea rMrflebt in &W'ipoIaBy?-^Ai 
About eighteen years. ; ' • '\ 

'Q. HfiJ yo«i4b^ p«iMi{; emptoyment in ibis €<!^Iotiy; ofrtier 
A« Sfmntfik $0v«rfiln^tf — A. I was ]»«rpetU2il Alcahfe^ T?to^ 
tif]eidl^M^yo#> b^ ootfiiftissioft froi^ His CathoKc iMa^esty; 
Ance about th<} yen* ]^7dO> siid GommandiiH of Ae QMitff;^ 
of Naparima at the "time of the captm^ af A^Wadid; 'I-i^iii 
also Regidor of the CabMo. 

Q. • Aste yoif m% ^ proprietor of sk sugar ^skfer m iftfaF islfrfid, 
and was you not so at the coHqtiest of fheiskmlf — ^A* I'am> 
Md'ha^e been so thiri^Gf^ <iit fourteen yc^rs. ' -^ -''' 

■4ft; Whai^wti^ the poiitkctlntuatien\f the island, nni 
whetf the $t€ae^4^'iis iiiU^ru^ pt^ice of the tifke ofikecon^ 
quest? — A. Anarchy and eonfiisiott; aQd>'I bt^befve, consider^ 
«d by afll yte\\ -disponed jpeople^ as onAe Brhik of roin^ for 
wsqfit of energy in the government. -The Spanish Go^embl* 
ded^Md to me, shortly after* the conquest, that it was ihtpossiv 
lile for ike British Governor to keep the 'island'in subjection^ 
and prevent it undergoing the same Ht^ us l)i6 other c6loines> 
itldiout a povrerftil force either of 3 or ^OWtoen; s 

Q. Did the colony bear any, and what dttferent aspect, oA 
B. .General Picton's taking the comnfmnd? — ^A; A great al- 
teration for the better;' public tranquility, mid public confi-* 
itence was restored, and- both agriculture and commeFct 
fioifoshed to a 'degree unprecedented in this colony, 

Q. Do- yoU' not attribu^ the flourishing aspect of the colony 
as much to the English industry, as to the government and 
exertions of B. General Pictonf*— A. I tbiiric t^e introduce 
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li&^ of English cipkal^ joined to the esertioil and acfivify of 
3. Genenl Picton; Mws- the caiue of It 

The Honarabie SU HilAire Be^orrat, Me^er of His 

fMd^estt^ Council. .'. rr 

' Q. How long haw' yoa resided in Tiinidadf-^A* Sintii 
April 1784^ twenty^ne years. • ^ 

. 'Q. Whtft tv^s die polflical state of tiie colony iamiediAiely 
|$r^eeding the eonqoest 4»f it by Great Bntanfr^A. A state 
of anarjdiy and confusion^ every day threatened bycoM sp irac y : 
t«ro>gr«nliicc^ispira0ierf ««ero discovered a littk= tna^ b^fbre 
fb« QiM^m^ of ihe. i^ittd^' one of Nafnrima^ agkatedhffm 
free negro^ called Bernscnt Gloze, attl die. plan waatei bei- 
gki hf bttriMiij; And desDroying the pfamtatiom^.aHd flsssMin- 
^ting the proprietors^ of Mhich diereis a Iqgil proceeding ii 
the office oTOastro, ag^atnttt the afiender8<9 tfaedodMr altiie 
Cbiitoage^ di^Go¥i0k'ed''%y the Commandasl sf t)^ Qnartef, 
Mr. Noel^ and coniiected^ with 8om« p^p^ ^> Port oi%p9Bm, 
ind the proceedfoigs a^$but the offendera^are dao in Cait^oa 
>ioffice. "-■' •■■' '?■- •' 

Q. -Were not innfdei^y aeteassination^ ^vpie*^ and mbba^ 
pes, fre^ntly eominil^ted in' Aie kland at that time^^-^uA^. 
Yes, and With iinpmty. ^- ' ^ 
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Treatment oflMuisa dalderon in Jail^from ihe Dipositioni, 
oji Oathy before the Court holden at Port of Spain, 

Pi-esent, 
His Excellency tbe Lieutenant Governor. 
De Castro, tJie Esaivano, oruOath, . / 
Q. Was Louisa Calderon put in stodks before, or between 
the examinations?— A. No, I do not remember. 

Q. During the whole time of her imprisonment, was she 
fx)nfine4 in irons, or at any time during her imprisonment? 
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«^A* I am not stme^ but bdieve^ thai during the latter pev 
ribd of her impriBonment the grilio; was taken off. 

Q. By the Covf4. What is. the natiire of the grilld yon 
mentioned? describe it Fr-r-A. It was altbar of iron> that past 
through a post^ and the ring of the icon w:9a put round her 
leg. ^ •;^- :-..■ 

Q. JVas the picket on which Loiiisa Catderon was placed, 
gn iron spike, or a vharp mqden one%^*jA^ 4- wooden one, 
notpoiftted. . . : • 

I Q. Was it round or square on (Ke top^aqd what w^ the 
diwieter.cf tbe.<top?-^A. It was rQund>^mthout point> mi 
dbbutan indi iq diameter on the tpp* ' f'! 
..Q. Were];h|BB£eet or her liancis torOj^ qr.in^ bloody bj 
the said oper{it20ac-ri- A* ^Na» 

.Q» Was.'A^jiis^i^eon cor other medical man caUed for> b j 
ber> or oytoft^ lur^was their /atteiidancj^ ofv^e nie^essary Jbf 
hnp^aag so'piit ^ther picket ^--rTA^'^Iiif^ ,4 i \ 

F.; Q. You b^€L3mditbatabe f^aptesiffter cither the fir^l or 
the second time of her b?ing put on the picket; did s^cb 
Aubting appear- to you 'to be. rea], QCi;^<^ted(^-TrAv Bjthe 
>ray &at siie cpnduiU^ be^rs^lf .^ufingfthi^ whole of the pror 
^cedings^ it may be that there was .$o^i^ ^^ecjis^ioQ in b^ 
fainting^ but I cannot say certainly. 

Q. Did not Mr. Begorrat> the attending Judge^^ on th^apt 
marafice of her fainting^^ immediately order her to be takei^ 
down ? — A. Yes, and gave her some wine and w^ter with h^. 
^wn handiv an^ ^he immediately recovered. 

Q. When Louisa Calderon went to Pedr(» Kuiz's house 
after being picketed^, did §lie \ya^> or was she carried ? — ^A, 
j^e walked, :^ 

Q. "What is ^lie dis^ce of tKe prison to fedro Ruiz's, 
hqusjp? — ^A. iTiree cross streets, I believe. 

Q. Did Louisa Calderon walky or \yas she qarried back tfx 
-U^epriso^i? — A. She walked. 
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Sean BoftiUf) Fallot, Gaoler , on Oathi ^ 

' Q. Were you not gaoler in this kland^ iu the year of oitf' 
JLord 1801^— A. Yesv. • 

Q. Was Louisa Calderon committed to your custody ia 
ihityear> aud by >vbom < aqd for what crime? — A, Yes; by 
General Picton^ on a df^irge of being aji accomplice in a 
jobbery. . .'' 

Q. Djd jshe^ at either of those times^ appear to suffer grea| 
bodily pain^ or utter loud cries or lamentations? — A. Sbe^d 
4iot appear to suffer much; on the cqntran/i she appeared to 
be resolved ta bear any thing. Site did not utter loud cries; 
OH the contrary, I was surprised, at her being so resolute^ 

Q. What instrument vras that picket? — ^A. It* is a bit of 
wood squared^ about an inch in diameter. 

Q. Did she require a sui^eon or medical assistance after 
being taken down? — A. No, . 

^. Did you see any symptoins of ii^amniation^ or did she 
complain of fever? — A. No. 

Q. Were her hands^ arms^ or feet^ torn or lacerated br 
the punishment? — ^A. No^ not at all. She made no com- 
plaint whatever. 

Q. After thepidcet^ ^o^pu recollect her going to Pedro' 
Ruiz's house with the Alcalde, Mr. Begorrat?— rA. I did 
not go with her; and I do not recollect whether it was be- 
ipre or after the picket; that she was taken to Pedro Ruiz's 
.bouse. ■ -. i 

Q. Was Louisa Cal4eron treated like other prisoners cou« 
fined on similar charges? — A. She was treated better than 
any other prisoners : I pever received any orders to treat her 
rigorously. 

Q. In what kind of a room was she confined? Describe 
it. — A. She was in a large room, the whole length of the 
gaol^ ,over the prison. 

Q. Was it a comfortable lodging for a prisoner ? — ^A. It was 
m place appropriated to zs^hite people; the best in the prison. 
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Q. Wlwit w«s hef food and nonrishnfieat kl gdoli — A. Shir 
was served front my own table. I i^eived orders to give 
faer more than the usual allowance : sKfe even hadcc^e^ in thie 
mcmiing. * -: . 

Q. Had her relations access to fier, <md did they ^e fe«ir 
any comforts during her confinement ?r»*-Ai Before heir d^ 
claration was taken^ her relations brought her things^ which 
I gave her. They had after^vardsi free aecf»9s to her* > ' 

Q. Did /you ever refiise permission to administer hcf anjr 
(Joinfort? — A. No, never; on the contrary, her sister camt 
tvery day zdth sweetmeats and tobacco for her* 

Q. Had you ever any comniunidriion, directly or indifecf- 
ly, witfi Brigadier General Picton, reacting the prisMer^ 
Louisa Calderon, after her first commitment ? — A. General 
Picton never ^oke to me about her, nor did lever receive^ 
any order from him about her. 

' Q. Of what age did Loilisa Cjalderon appear to you?— A. 
I Always thought; from her appearance, that she was seven^ 
ieen Or eighteen years at least. ' 

Q. As gaoler, were' you not keeper of the galley Aves? 
— A, Yes, I wassif]periritendant of them. 

Q. VlhsXvierethedefendanft general orders to you, re- 
'Reeling the treatment of all prisoners in the gaol?— A. fv^ 
feed thehi well. They had an eighth more bread than Mi^ 
Majesty's soldiers, and rum every day.* • 

Q^ What was the state of I^uisa Calderon's health while 
in gaol, arid when she quitted i^?-^A.' I niJvet saw her sick, 
and she never complained. 

Q. Was she visited by any medical matt during her con- 
finement ?—rA. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you conceive that Jjouisa Calderon suffered att all, 
while on the picket?— A. Yes; biit she made no cries: ^ 
had the appearance of being very absolute. 

Q. Do you attribute her silence to her wonderful resola* 
tion, or to the tortures not being appilied with severity?-— A. 
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} cfo not k^ow wfaedusr it ^at gp^i^dl widl' 6^ientf or 

llQt. : » 

Q. Do you mean to swear that^ tiiet Louisa Calderon did 
not cr^ out at iilt^-r^A. Yes. 

Q. Nieither tkeirstnor the second tSine?-^— A. X did hot 
h^ar her cry butat^l. » 

. Q. Was you present, during the whole time of her being ' 
picketed^ — ^A. I went once below ; but was not absent three 
minutes. 

Q. On what gronnd &A you swear that- she dbd not requim 
medical assistance ?-*~A. Because she made no gomplaint of 
illness. 

. Q. Didt yon exsamn^ her feet?— A. I neyer ^w her feet 
awelled^ and therefore did not examine them. 

Q. Was she never in solitofry cdt^nenunt in a cell or 
'OtfaerwiseP-^A. She never was confined in an^ cell: she 
•was confined alone in the apq[rtmei^ I before mentioned. 

Q. Was she not confined in irons during a larg^ portion. 
of the tinief— A. She bad one iron on one leg. 
, Q. What is die grillof— 'A. |t is a ring ^tened to a loqg^ 
.iron fastened by a padlock. 

Q. Did Louisa Calderon appear to be in perfect health 
.during the whole period of her eoafiiiament f— «rA. Yes. 

jQ. Not at all lamed or injured^ either by the picketing or 
•iion^— A. JN<?r. ' 

Q. Was there ai^ lOom in the old gaol of the whole l^ng^ 
of the gaol?^ — A. Yes 5 the one in which L^iusa' Calderon 
"^wa^coiifined. 

Q. Why was LoiHsa Catderofttpealed bettor thantbe^ther - 
prisoners in your- charge?— A. Pedpo Ruiz desired me to 
give her somediing mere than ifee owlinary i^wanee of- the 
prison^ though he. wae not satisfied with her conrducty and 
iH>t to mention hk name^ 

Q. Will you swear> that what her relations brM^t Jo 
♦her was al*^ays d€ili?eped to her^— A. Yes^ •*<ore«iysiBf. ' 
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On Were bier rdat|oiv»> after the decldrations W^re> tic(etf> 
never refused access to her at proper hours? — A» No^ never 1 
Ihiey jaw her when they; chose. 

Th^ Honotable St, Hilaire Begorraty on Oath* 

Q. Descrite to th^ Court whal^ the picket was?— A. A 
smail piece of wood^ of about five ot six inclies long^ and 
about one inch or one inch and a quaiter square on die t6p> 
fixed to the ftoor. 

Q. Was it pointed or square on the top ? — A. It was about 
a»iiich> or an inch and a quarter sqti^e on the top. 

Q. Did you dtem Louisa Calderonsfaintingy or appear^ 
ing tofoint, to proceed frmn excess ofsuffiring,orfrom affec^ 
tation? — ^A. JBy h^r dbstinate conduct in all the^ushtesSy 
and after I gave her a glass of wine and water^ she recovered 
immediately, and therefore I think it proceeded from etffec-^ 
tation; and because^ two days afterwards, J. ordered a gene*' 
ral confrontation between her, Carlos, and all the tcit^ 
uesses, on the very spot where the robbeiy was committed, 
and she walkedfrom the gaol 'to the spot^ a distance of aboui 
^fleen hundred paces, and afterwards returned to the gaol, 
as if she had not suffered the torture; and whilst on the spot, 
Jie shewed how Carlos had taken the trunk, broufrht it ta 
the door, and broke the padlock and took away the money, 
she smoaking a segdr all the phile*^ 

Q. Did she require the assistance of a phjsiciaa or sur^ 
geon after either of the picketings ? — ^A. No. / 

.^ Don Francisco de Farfan, on Oath. - - 

Q* Were you not the Alcalde of the first election^ in the 
oriminai prosecution against Louisa Calderon ; aiid for how 
long a time did^ou officiate therein?^— A. I was Alcalde of 
the first election^ ^n,d officiated as such in the business of 
Louisa Calderon^ from the 1st January^ 1802, and coo-^ 
^mied the process until the proofs were cotnpleted, and then 
Iransfarred it to the superior tribunal. 

Q. Sid yoa see Louisa Calderon at the time of her beii^ 



picketed^ or at any other time ? — •A. I did not see her at the 
time of her being picketed^ but I saw her eight or ten days 
afterwards. 

Q. Did she appear sick or lame? — A* No; she had no 
marks. "^ / \ 

Q. Did she complain to you of her being too rigorously 
confined^ or ill treated by the gaoler^ or did she ever apply 
for medical aid? — ^A. Never; on the contrary, the wife of 
Carlos Gonzales complained to them that Louisa Calderon 
was at large in the gaol ^ while her husband was close con^ 
[fined. 

Q. Was Louisa Calderon in irons when you saw her ?— A.. 
She had a kind of iron in which she could stand and sit, but 
which could no ways molest her : I believe that iron was only 
put on when I visited her. 

Q. Was that iron fastened to the, floor? — A. I did not 
examine ; I found her sitting, and the iron appeared to be 
secure. 

Q. Could she take exercise about the rQom?-'*A. I have 
already said, I could not answer. 

Q. Had she, both times you saw her, irons on? — ^A. Yes', 
I always found her in the same situation. 

Q. Will you swear that she was fastened, by those ironsj 
to the spot in which she was sitting? — ^A. I have'already an* 
swered, that I did not examine her situation. 
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Proceedings of the Commissioners mid Councit in 
. tdnse^uence of Mr.^ Black's Dtddration. 

^mt, U^oB motion made «iicl^ecoticiedj Rb$0£T£Ii — ^Tbal 
the First Coinnmsioiier^ Cohnel William Fullarton^ in tak- 
ing possi^sion of the criminal records depoaited in the of- 
fice of Francisco de Castro, (a Public Scrivener, and R^i- 
dor of CftbildOj) one oi the public Archives of this colony, 
without the luio\Clc<%e and consent of Briga&er General 
Pkton and Commodore Hood> (as declared by diem at &ir 
board,) both being present in the government;^ and without 
giving a receipt or specific adLnowledgmetit for die same^ 
Mas acted contrary to his duty to His majesty ^ who ap- 
pointed him joint Governor, and not sole Governor of Trin* 
idad': 

Resolved — ^That the said Colonel William FuUacfosi 
, has, in the opinion of this Board, for the above reason,, 
acted in breach of dut;y to his colleagues in th« gov^nment of 
this colony : 

RE^oLVED-^Thal the said Coloiiel William FuUartoa 
has, in the opinion of this Board, for the above reasons^ 
also treated the Council with contempt and insult, because, at 
its meeting of the seventeentli day of March, the following 
motion was made and carried. Colonel William FuUartou 
presiding, and of which he could not plead ignorance ; to 
wit : ^^ As the First Commissioner's paper. No. 4, con- 
^^ tains insinuations of a most insidious nature, calculated 
to imprejis His Majesty *s Ministers with opinions in- 
jurious to the government, at the head of which 
the Brigadier presided during dangerous and perilousi 
** times, he thinks it his duty to move, Tliat the Alcaldes in 
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<^ Oixfinary bef called upon to produce cojnes of all die crim^ 
^^ ioal proceedings that have heen carried on in their respec* 
'^ tive officeis since the 1st day of March 1797; and dial 
'^ they be remitted by the Clerk of the Council to the of<f 
^^ fice of his Majesty's Secretary of State, the Right Hon* 
'^ Lord Hobart ; '' And thete aggravations this Board con- 
eeives to be the greater, as Colonel William Fullarton put 
himself in the situation of public informer, and denouncer^ 
against the whole military and civil authority of die late go* 
Yemment of this colony ; and it is the first time this Board 
^ver learnt that an accuser was to wrest the strongest mean^ 
^f defence out of the hands of the accused (which these 
puhUc records must be supposed) and to vest them exclusively 
in his own : 

REsoLV£D--*-That the conduct of die First Comwis*- 
sioner. Colonel William Fullarton, in th^ house of the 
Honourable John Black, Alcalde of the First Election, in the 
evening of Monday last, in the manner just read find stated 
before this Board, was guilty, in their opinion, of aq insult 
to the Board of Council, who had recommended proceedings 
against the said Francisco de Castro for breach of public do** 
ty, and an outrage of the most violent kind against the 
laws ; as the persons and houses of all Magistrates are, or 
ought to be, deemed sacred, and prisoners once in legal 
custody never attempted to be rescufid^^ but suffered to remain 
until discharged by due course of law : 

Resolved — ^That Colonel William Fullarton, by no* 
minating Francis de Castro (when a prisoner in legal custody 
for a breach of public duty on the evening of Monday last) 
to the honorable and confidencial post of Commissary of 
Population, in the room of Major Williamson, as proved 
by the declaration of Mr. Black; lost all respect for his coir 
leagues, for this Board, and for this colony : 

Resolve D^-That Brigadier General Picton and Com* 
fMdDre Hood be requested to give out in pUblic orders^ tluil 
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the military attend to the calls of the Magistrates^ Conmiaiid^ 
ants of Qualrters^ and Alcaldes^ whose houses may be enter- 
ed against their consent^ their persons insulted,- and their 
tiuthorities attempted to be weakened of brought Into con-» 
tempt. 

Resolved — ^That the First Gommissioner's appKcation 
to this Board, soon after his arrival^ for the establisliment of 
a schooner to serve in the Surveyor-Generars department, 
(although t^o brigs were sent out by Governinent, and of- 
fered by Commodore Hood for that service, was, on the 
ground of the excessive expence it would incur, and little u- 
tility to af^erue from it, rejected ; That the same application 
having been afterwards made, for the same reasons was again 
rejected ; and the schooner Start, in both instances propo- 
sed, being now hired, affords just reason to this Board to sus- 
pect, that the Tirst Commissioner's design, in making such 
applications, teas to impose fictions on this Board, to effect 
his present purpose of deserting his post in the said schooner 
Start, and concealing the public records: 

Resolved— ^That His Majesty's First Commissioner, by 
CONNECTING HIMSELF WITH THE DISAFFEC- 
TED CHARACTERS AND CLASSES OFINHABI- 
TANTS INIMICAL TO THE FORMER GOVERN- 
MENT,hath produced the effects such conduct was calcula- 
ted to promote ; for this Board views wiUi sorrow and indig- 
nation, that a spirit of party and faction is kindling among the 
white inhabitants of all nations and languages ; that the legal 
authority of the master over the slave is weakened ; that mu« 
tinous ideas are excited in the minds of the numerous band^ 
of free coloured people, who, by steady government and vigi- 
lance, particularly immediately before his administration, were 
-tranquil, loyal and happy. That the authority of the Com- 
mandants of Quarters is brought into contempt and insult, and 
the whole Civil and Criminal Administration committed to 
•their charge, with the wise system of police established and 
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found efficacious for six years^ aud even m time of war to 
J^eep good government, in the most imminent danger of bein^ 
overset and extirpated. 

The Board having taken into its serious consideration a 
retrospect of the whole conduct of the First Commissioner, 
Colonel William Fullarton, since he has been in the exercisf 
of this government, and compared it with the present deser 
iion of his post, withdrawing from the Clommission, and 
the Council, enlevement of the public records, and the 
contempt with which official requests to produce these 
^records, or to inform where they are deposited, have been 
treated, 

Resolvbd — That he, the First Commisioner, has lost the 
AMiMence of tliis Board, and that these resolutions, zvith all 
resptcland humility,, be laid before His Majesty, together with 
all the Minutes of Council, instead of the proposed Address, 
and that His Majesty^ s Ministers be- humbly prayed to advise 
His Majesty to remove him for ever from the government of 
this tolonif 

No. VL 



Fall Mall November, 13. 1804. 
My Dear General, 

HAVING lately perused some observations from the pea 
of Mr. Fullarton, in a letter addressed to Lord Hobart, da- 
rted March last, which are designed to reflect on your military 
Jdi^positions at Trinidad, at the time when General Grinfield 
inspected that garrison in the b^inning of the year 1^3, it 
is but justice to declare,fAa^ not only facts are misrepresented, 
hut such ill-founded asserstions are adduced, as must subject 
the- writer to the heavy charge of a breach cf veracity. 

It is very far from my intention to note the particular oc- 
currences which transpired durmg General Grinfield's resi-r 
(dipce 9X Tri«dad^ biit in respect to the maT-arrangement 
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imputed to you, which induced the ^^ constant to^pem^&A of 
*' the Commander of the Forces on the pdrade^ in th» 
^' barracks^ and in the hospitals,^' I shdl ttot deviate 9H 
4otii Ifrom the path Of truth, when I aVow, thaft so far from 
My di^erenc^ of opiiuon existk^ between Getierf^l Gtkifidd 
|md yourself bn military points, ^tber '^ oti the panidej^ in thfe 
^ barracks, or in the hospitals," the utmost haarinony of sea^ 
timeiit prevailed, and continued unalterably to e^t iH^weeQ 
yoii : indeed I well reniemb^, in private societies, sucA ojw*? 
^iotis to have been entertaiiied and expressed by him. 

Respecting the awkward performauces of the troops ik 
receivbg General Grinfield on his landing at Ti^mdli4j| 
I recollect that part of a Blade regiiiarent wheeled by ^si^dtionsi 
instead of divisions ; which miaitake ^ivm ioa^bediately tor>! 
Reeled by yourself; bat 1 never heard of the exdatnatiotilsi 
fritributed to one of General Grinfield'« s^ite, '^ That tkest 
^ troops are twenty years behif^." 

General Grinfield remained oki the i^ttid of Tfiniilad -for 
the space of three weeks, and for the $rst week ac<:eptod Mt. 
Fullafton's offer of accommodation in the house of the First 
Commissioner. Although be had every reason to be pleased 
with the hospitadi^ of the entertainment, yet fre<]uent inter- 
Yiiptions to official business, and a disposition op the part of 
Mr. FuUarton to enter argumentatively hufto the progress and 
circumstances of the qtiarrel between yOttrself and fcim, 
resolved the "General to leave Mr. Fii^artJon's hcfusi^, and 
laAce up his abode at the inn, where he <:otitinued' till ibb 
|ieriod of his embarkation. Mr, FuUartOTrat 4at time JB^. 
Bentei^ the papers alluded to, containing <M)pies fjf the discus-. 
Won respecting Madame du Val and Mr. Wobilyear, 

From the assertions of Mr. Ftdlarton, ^ that h$ iM ptfr* 
^^ posely avoided saying any tliii^ to General OritrficH flnk 
^' >might rou9e him against you,*' H icaimot bat suppose that he 
has purposely forgotten a long private i^bnferttice 'which ifcool^ 
place between Genteral tjtinfield and Vtatt^&n %is vtrit^ 



^i Barhodo^from Englmid; and from tl^-subs^^iueiait ^^4 
mmedUte. dacl^fitioa of General Grinfieldj tb^t, '^ VPF^ 
^^ bending a i^greement between Mr. FuUartoo and Brijgg^ 
'^ dier General fHcfon^ be would ta)ce care to ^te^r de^ of 
<^ all dis{)i|tes not; militai^j'* it is natural to infer^ that ai^r 
mentA had not l^eq waiiti;^ tp prepossess General Griq^fl 
with an unfa^K>ur9Ue ojHniop of jour condMpt and actions. 

Ao^ted by qo other prinpiple but diat of justice^ I hs^ 
committed to pap^ ^va simple parr^uive; as, from my sitMli^ 
tion in the West Indies, I had every opportttni^y of judging of 
the focts above alluded to ; and if my tf^^f^y can in ai^ 
way be serviceable to you in correctii^ ipis-stAtemeotSj ^^i<^ 
refutii^ cdimmy^ I sb^U ,be most happy \a dijs^i^ap^ 9gf^ 

Believe me# widi est^ei% 

• • ■ .• : 

No. vn. 

Copy qf a Letter from Brigadier General Maitland to 

General Pictan. 

Pe^r Pictoj», Barbadoes, August 7A, 1804. 

I HAVE seen an assertion m a. )at^ puUicf^ipp, that 
I obtained the government of Trinidad for you. It appears 
also, that you have publicUy saidj that it vs^as offered to 
you. 

On my part { deckure, th(i|t yoi^ ^ere not ipdeb^ed for that 
appointment to any interest which I made vitb Sir Ralph 
AbercTOff^by, for J madf j^pue tf> t)iat end. 

The observa^n t^^.yoiygr ^pipwledge of the Spfuijsh l^li- 
guage was a piyf'Mliar advantage to you ^ that situation, 
\ certainly h9ve frej^ny^tly nf^^, and J[ hieUeve 4id n^e 
ab9ut the time jof your app^ptipispt, ^iit w}i$^r \ m^de 
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this remark to Sir Ralph or not, (which at this distance of 
time I can neither affiim or deny), of this I am clear, that I 
Diade no interest to obtain the government for yon. 

When it is known that you were in Sir Ralph's suite^ 
(though yoti held no situation, you lived in his family,) from 
January 1793. until your appointment at Trinidad, within 
which period you made two ^voyages with him> in Hiit 
Majesty's ship Arethusa, Captam Wolley, the one froin the 
West Indies to England, the other from England to the 
West Indies; that during these voyages you (I may say we) 
lived, and even slept, in the same cabin with the General i 
I am persuaded thaft no person will hesitate to acknowledge, 
that the General had a tliorough opportunity to form his own 
judgment of you, and that from his opinion, thence feirmed, 
is evidently traced the cause which led him to appoint you to 
be Commandant at Trinidad ; for, if this be not just, then it 
followsj either that he had formed no opinion of you at all, or 
that he appointed you contrary to his own opinion; which^ 
when appUed to the actions of Sir Ralph Abercromby, 
I believe every body will say, ii^ the language of geoipetricians 
•^is. ab9iuxl, 

I. am always, my dear Picton, 

Yours, with the greatest regard, 

Frederick Maitlanp. 

Colonel Thomas Picton, ^ 

No. VIII. 

Centaur, Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, 1st- September 

» MY I.ORD, ' 1804. 

I SHOULD do great injustice to myself and my late col- 
league. Brigadier General Picton, if I did not (after reading a 
publication of Mr, Fullarton'? respecting the Gommissioti at 
Trinidad last year) inform your Lordship^ at an early period^ 
of the fabrication in various -passages said to have been 
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spoken by me. The very harsh expressions^ and the acri- 
mony with which Mr. FpUarton brings forward this epistle^ 
FALSE ALMOST IN EVERY PAGE, that I trust 
your Lordship, and. otiiers of His Majesty's Minister^^ 
will view it as it deserves^ Mr, FuUarton states my con- 
sulting the Brigadier before Council was assembled of 
the tnatters we were to enter upon : I declare upon mine 
honor no such communication ever took place; neither did 
ever the Brigadier make use of one expression out of the 
Commission that could tend to lead me on his side; but 
I was guided by honorable sentiments, and not by such 
duplicity and intriguing as was exhibited in every part of 
Mr, FuUarton s transactions; but Mr. FuUarton used everj^ 
art even tQ get his lady to aid, to lead me into a track that 
must have soon destroyed the tranquillity of the colony* 
This false philanthropy must now be sufficiently brought to 
light, that it needs no comment. He attributes words spoken 
in council, in my house^ in not agreeing with my colleague : 
/ give the most perfect contradiction thereto ; and I cannot 
allow this to pass over without remarking on the means 
iadopted by persons whom he calls Gentlemen, that should 
iistep to any conversation where their business did not 
require, and it was not probable my servants should listen, 
and carry my conversation to the house of the First Commis- 
sioner ; and I conceive such allegations can only tend to pf ove 
how ready Mr. Fullarton has been to catch at subjects I should 
shudder to repeat y had I made use of such ignoble means to 
gain the information stated. I will not trespass longer on 
your Lordship's time ; and I shall conclude this in saying, 
the upright and just measures adopted by the late Goverhpr 
saved the island 4 and I rest assured his character cannot be 
spoken of too highly, or traduced by the artful measures of 
flfi old intriguing politician. 

, I have the honour to be, 8cc. / 

Samubl Hqop> 

fy^l Camdep, E. 6, kc, &:c. 
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« ■ 

Extract from the Address of His Majeatjfs (^ouncU of the 
Island of Tritudady to His Excellency the Lieutenant 
Governor, Thomas Hislop, Esq, 

WE, His Majesty's Council of the said Island of Trinidad^ 
beg leave to assure your Excellency, that we have seen with 
just concern an attempt made to interrupt the. peace and trau- 
^uillify of the colony, by assertions advanced in a pamphlet 
•written by Colonel FuUarton, and by him forviarded to your 
^cellency. ^ We have, in a Committee of the whple Board, 
resolved them to be libels on' your Excellency, and meant to 
throw reflections upon the present Government and the Mem- 
bers^ of His Majesty's Council, and to sow discord, disuniorf^ 
(Btnd mistrust among them, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Hon. J. Ru'Pherford. 

Hon. John Smith. 
' " Hon. J. RiGBT. 

Hon. John NiHELL. 

Hon. St. Hilaire Begorrat. 

Hou. Archibald Gloster. 

Extract from the Answer of His Excellency the Lieuit" 
nani Governor to the foregoing Part of the CowhciFs 
Address* 



^ « 



I beg leave to offior ycni my nrsraiest aad most grateftd 
adknowledgmcwte forldie very flatteruig seoA land Addness wilh 
^hicb yeu banr« been pleased to bonor me; 9mA you majr beu 
«sB«red, diat it is with no leas conoGf^ tbat I kadi^ »»&^ an 
attempt made to interrupt the peace wd tiBmguiUlty of the 
colony, by ajssertion^ advanced by Colonel Fullarton^ one of 
iH>i»Gh w<\8 transnitted to me by bis directions. 
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mne resolutions which your Board hiive diought proper 

unanimously to adopt on the occasion^ cannot £eu1 to stani 

-recorded on a basis the most impartial^ and nsnst be to the 

yrroM convincing of the pure and honorable motives that 

. 4iave actuated you in die steps you have deemed necessary to 

fMlopt to tiBfv^ tmmtrited ctthimnksy and ntosr egbctmalij t6 

adopt the possibility of introducing the seeds ofdi$oord, d^ 

. union, and distrust in the colony; which, thi^oiu^tfae never- 

iceasii^ determination wfaidi you, individually as well as tol« 

liectively, have manifested far the maintaumce of unioii of 

action and sentiment in the discharge of your public dutiev, 

in'weM as ki your private capacities, has hiAeito maintaioed 

its rightfub authority with requisite eneiigy^ and is tboseby 

Capable of resisting '^t^er^ vpeeies of attempt which caH i^ 

future ^ imepii^ ^^ sh^ke it^ 6ic. iuc^ 

TTifo&HiaLOt, 



•> 



* 
r> ^'L^ndoHy October. 1$^ ISd^ ^ 

HAVING had &ie honour of sefviiq; urider ysourcoamand 

in the icttoid of Trinidad in Che year it^ and £799^^ pimods 

1thefn«^ iHvncal, dimig which your v^bnce^'* activity, aid 

wise Measenes, preserved that valuable oolgt^y; IxabnldiHyt 

lielp readily, wMt ^ utaiost astonidiaient' and sui|ictat, 

"^ A Statement of Ije^ers and Doonnttrts uwp g Ua w g r tlhe 

^* ASaArs of Trimdad, &e. Scc^'^ I tmA 4edkrB /the laiM m 

one^patrricailar instsucte to be ^^ a stafeem^ <of liie most kaae 

^ and" raalicioas 4»lseho^/ «nd firmly (ierMde myself dat, 

Rafter ti just Kkid c^bsdid iaavestigai^on, the ^idiole wiH Jfipear in 

its true nveiite, as faavkig-been brought forwaid purpose^ to 

create 4iniong8t an igtaorafft^puMic aninfavomaUoimpreinan 

concemiu^.your acts of^go^ttmentywhiGh fai^pieationsMy wjil 

istand thetntst^iigid ordeidJ ' ' 
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{ riladQ to No. LXXXIII. Colonel Fullarton's Answer to 
Colonel Picton's Address^ p^e 172^ where it is said^ 

^' The various expeditions agaiust Guiria — Point a 
^.Pierre, Carupano — on the river Quarapuchy — were merely 
*' predatory enterprizes to procure mules and cattle^ and 
" to punish individuals who had incurred Colonel Pictou'^ 
^. resentment." ^ > ^ 

'Also page il^jQ a note; — 
' ** The chief object of these expeditions, was to plunder 
'^ cattle firom the inoffendiiig inhabitants^ for lus own emolu- 
f^ Jiient. 

i have been the officer whom you ordered to embark with 
« detachment of an hundred meny ^ to disperse several armejl 
^^ bodies collected and assembling 09 the opposite coasts of^ 
** the gulph, at Guiria^the river Guirapuchy^ &.c. &c/' 

I sailed on board of His Majesty's ship Invincible^ Captain 
Ci^ley^ in company with His Majesty's sloop Zephyr^ Captain 
Champain ; my instructions ordering to disperse all armed 
bodies along the coast^ assembled for the purpose of invasion, 
and of preventing Spanish launches to proceed to port of 
Spaiii; eftjoined the strictest attention to order and discipline, 
and to cultivate the good will of the inhabitants along the 
coast; and I dp. hereby most solemnly declare, that not the 
least act of depredation or irri^gulari^ hfis been committed by 
lias ^cpeditioo, which effected seyer^l landings along the 
eoast. The first disembarkation which took place at Guiria 
was made with all necessaiy precautions, not knowing what 
renstance we should meet with. Captain Cay ley was even so 
obfiging to order a party of marin^^ to proceed with me on 
ahore; i^inding, however, the enemy dispersed, and the 
inhabitants coming in crowds to receive us as friends, the 
troops were reimbarked the very same evening, and in our 
aubsequent visits on shore we were only attended by small 
|>arti^s pf about ^fteen or twenty i^en. 

This, therefore. Sir, was no predat9ry enterprise j on the 
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contrary^ it was undertdcen^er^ all othersi, (or the protection of 
a vei7 valuable trade with the Spanish Main^ and for the secu* 
rity of the island of Trinidad. 

I forbear saying more ; regretting much the wor&y Cap- 
tain then e.omraanding His Majesty's ship Invincible being 
dead^ and therefore not to be referred to on the occasion. I 
am convinced that the respectable naval officers under whose 
protection^ assistance^ and directicm> these expeditions did sail, 
Gfiptain Champain, Captain Dick^dn, 8cc. Major Laureal 
of the 12th West India re^iment^ Captain Fcauchessin of 
Sir Charles Green's light infantry volunteers^ will all concur 
with me in declaring it '^ a base and malicious falsehood^'^ 
when it is asserted that their chief object was plunder and de« 
predation. 

I have the honour to be^ with the greatest respect. 

Sir, 
Your very faithful and obedient servant^ 

Ls.MosHEiM, 



Colonel Thomas Picton, &c. &c. 
21, Edward- ttreet. 



X4eutenant Colonel. 



No. XI. 



\ 



Inconstant, Spithead, 4tk Dec. 1804. 
My dear Sir, 
I HAVE received your letter inclosing Colonel Fullarton's 
extract, and should have answered it immediately, but waited 
to see the letter you mentioned, having sent by Captain Mas* 
well, who is not yet come this way. 

' With respect to the extract in question, it is notorioqisly 
false. I never went on any predatory enterprises whatever; 
those undertaken by your orders, and executed by me, were 
for the sole purpose of destroying French privateers am) 
bodies of brigands, who had taken post on the Spanish Main,, 
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I 

and thfieatenecl ilieclestruclioB of th^ island 6f Trioidaj ; mskA 
I trast my pubHc letter to Admiral Harvey, of, the 6th of 
December 179B, stating tlie account of the expeditions fe 
Rio, Caribe, and Carupano, which you will see in the Na^al 
Chronicle for that month, printed for I. Gold, Shoe^ane, 
London, wiU refute most fully his assertion, i ba^o 
enclosed you a copy of the proclamation I sent to the Coi^ 
siandants of Rio, Caribe> and Carupano, which is another 
ilrottg proof that our mission was not to pliuider or bring off 
eattle, either for ourselves or your estates ; and I am per- 
aitaded, that Colonel Mosh^im, Major Laurial, and Captain 
Qiampain, will feel equally indignant with ourselves at so 
gross a misrepresentation of the motives which guided us on 
those expeditions. And be assured, my good Sir, it affords 
me Ngreat satisfaction to have it in my power to enable you 
dius publicly to contradict insinuations suggested solely to 
poison the public mind. With respect to the sentiments of 
the inhabitants of the Spanish Main towards you, 1 can say/ 
^^ wiA great truth, wherever I had an opportunity of conununi* 
eating with them, they expressed the highest veneration for 
jour chWacter, and placed the greatest confidence in your 
government. 

1 2(m, my dear Sir, 

Yours very sincerely,^ 

-" E. S. Dickson, 

Captain R. N. 

No. XIL 

Dear Picton, Dover, Nov. 24, 1 804- 

I AM favoured with your letter of yesterday, and I 
received the parcel the day before. ' 

Be assured, ray dear Sir, I shall at all. times have great 
pleasure iu bearing testimony to your very honorable conduct 
the whole of the time I had the pleasure of acting iaconjuoc* 
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tion with yon^ fts seiiior officer of His Majesty's ships and ves- 
sek m the gulph of Paria. 

I do not recollect any expeditions to the Main, or die 
difierent places mentioned in Mr. Fullarton's publication 
(page 172)> except one to the Main^ the name of the pbce t 
forget^ (and I have not my log-book here to refer to) ; the • 
object of which was, to deter the Conmiandant of the place 
we went to from molesting the Spanish launches coming to 
trade at Trinidad; and so perfectly satisfied ^|is he -wAk 
our conduct, that he came on board the Dictator and (fined 
with me^ and promised in future to give the trade all the 
assistance in his power; and I will positively assert, Aat 
no man durst have hinted an idea of plunder, peculation, or 
dishonourable conduct, to either of us. 

I hope to be able to come to town shortly after Christmas, 
when I shall have great pleasure in assuring you of my most 
perfect respect and esteem. 

Faidiftilly yours, 

M. Westebk, 

Colonel Picton^ &c. Captaiu R. N« 

No. XIII. 

My dear Sir, 
IN perusing Cokmel Fullarton's publication relating to 
certain transactions in the island of Trinidad during your 
government, I cannot, as an officer who dien held a con- 
•siderable time the coinmand of one of His Majesty's sloops 
on that station, help expressing that indignation I must 
toaturally feel at the very malicious aspersions with which thatt 
gentleman has thought proper to stigmatize the conduct of the 
pavat officers during that period. 

The reasons for which he has introduced in his work this 
cahimny, of predatory excursions being undertaken for pri- 
vate purposes, and particularly to obtain negroes for the 
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Goven^r .of Trinidad^s estates^ is foreigi^ to tbe purpose^ 
But so serious an imputation cannot be passed over m 
silence; indeed it behoves every one against whom this' 
acaisation is brought to vindicate himself; and as that is 
the sole object of this address^ you wrill make that use 
of it you may deem most advisable to that end. 

Mr- Fullarton must know, that every atom of what he' 
has above asserted respecting the navy is^ as I now declare 
ti to be j^ perfectly false. Though the ships and vessels of war 
were under the command of Captain E. S. Dickson, we were 
both on service tQ the Spanish Main, but not for the purpose 
of committing depredation ; but we seeked the noble employ 
pf the search and /destruction of a miscreant foe, yet well 
known in the West Indies as brigands, who were posted in 
parts of the Spanish Main, to render, in that precarious time, 
as much distress to the colony of Trinidad as possible ; and 
but for the excellent look-out upon their plans, much 
mischief might have ensued to the colony ; and on no 
other account have I received any other orders respecting 
this service ; nor were any slaves or cattle taken by me 
as asserted ; if they were, my present declaration would- 
fall to the ground, as a reference to the ship's journals would 
establish the point as well as living testimony. I believe, my 
dear Sir, you had at that time no landed property in the 
island; and if you had^ I am convinced, from our long 
acquaintance and your ^ell established honest integrity, 
you are one of the last, I should conceive, who could have 
admitted a thought of stocking your lands by such means* 
Captain Dickson, Major Mosheim, and myself, must spurn 
at these base insinuations. With long and faithful regard ta' 
your eminent services and faithful friendship, 

I am, my dear Sir, 

Your most assured friend, 

Wm. Champain, 

Jason, Woolwich, Dec. 28tli, 1804. Caplaiu R. N. 

To Colonel Picton, &c. 
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M^Callums C author of Travels in Trinidad,'') Case. 

'' If Mr. J. P. M'CaUum, author of Travels in Trinidad^ 
*^ does not, within fourteen days from the date hereof, fetch 
'^ away the few effects he has left at No. 40, Suffolk-street, 
'*" Charing-cross, they will be sold as part payment of hb 
'^ rent, and Iqgal steps taken to recover the remainder." 

The above Advertisement Is extracted from die Globe 
newspaper of the 11th April 1806; on seeing it, I imme- 
diately called at the house, and found that this fellow had sud- 
denly disappeared, owing a considerable sum to a respectable 
couple, who lived by letting their house in lodgings. 

lliis vagrant has exhibited himself so conspicuously in the 
affair of .Colonel Picton, that I shall assign him among the 
three worthies with whom I have here associated him, tlie 
first place, as I have done before with his friend Mr. Princi- 
pal Fullarton. 

Extracted from the Minutes of Council. 

Trinidad. — vAt a Meeting of the Council at the resi- 
dence of Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, ui the town of Port 
St. Joseph, on Thursday the 14th April, 1803. 

Present, 

--^ . « « . ^ B. G. Tliomas Picton. 

Their Excellenaes, < j - c i tj j 

(Commodore bamuel Hood. 

rjohn Black. 

iHilario Begorrat. 
The Honorable | ^^^^^^^ ^loster. 

I^Jos. M. Woodyear. 
The Minutes of the preceding Meethig being read an* 

approved. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Grant, of the 

Roifal Trinidad Militia, addressed to their Excellencies the 

Coinmissioners. 
Gentlemco, 

*' As Commanding OflScer of the Royal Trinidad Militia, 
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*^ I think it my duty to state to your Excellencies, t6at 'm 
^^ consequence of certain expressions made use of by a gen- 
^^ tleman of this town, named M^Callum, as to the right of 
^^ your Excellencies turning out the militia, a considerable 
^^ ferment exists in the corps, and it has been repeated to 
'^ me, that some gentlemen have in consequence^ positively 
^^ refused to turn out. As similar expressions were made 
^^ use of by this gentleman before the committee of officers,. 
'^ who sit weekly, to order absentees to be fined, or brought 
^^ before them, I beg leave to refer your Excellencies for 
*' particulars to those gentlemen, who are. Captain Har- 
*^ rison, and lieutenants Fisher and M^Namara. 

^^ With an assurance, that nothing but a sense' of duty 
^^ could have induced me to trouble ^x^u- on this occasion, 
**^ I have the honor to be, 
^' Gentlemen, 

^^ Your most obliged humble servant, 

" Charles Grant, 

" Lieutenant Colonel, R. T. M."' 

" P. S. ^^ M^Callum has never joined the corps ; his ex- 
*^ cuse, as sent to me, I beg leave to inclose. This excuse 

contained in the foregoing letter, is, Mr. M^Callum, as a 

traveller, is going round the island by order of Colonel 
'^ Fullarton; he expects to sail on Friday, considers himself 
'^ as a stranger and a traveller in the island, and that be has 
'^ not enrolled himself in the militia : if he w^re a resident 
'' would join the regiment. 

'^ Then follow the affidavits of Captain William Harrison, 
^^ and Lieutenants Fisher and M^Namai'a, sworn before their 
^^ Excellencies the Commissioners. I shall extract the 
'** principal contents. 

'*' They swear, '^ that one Peter M^Callum appjsared be- 
^^ fore the said Committee, and declared that Governor Pic- 
^' ton could not oblige any person to turn out in the militia^ 
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^' koA that the twodunotion respectbg dil^ itlilitiiii %fl4 
'^ founded on injustice; diat if die.Commikee iiitended*to 
'^ make a Star Chamber busineas of it^ and diat if either 
party intended to x)ppr€ss Mm, they woold find him a bit- 
ter enemy; that as tyranny and oppression had been the 
ruling order of the day, he eiipected his share of i^ &c. 
'^ 8u:. ^ 

" James Bourke, merdiaiit, also swears> that Pet<^ 
" M'Cidlum adm$ed him ftai to turn out in the militia^ and 
'^ if they attempted to levy a fine^ to allow them to take it 
'' out of his store. 

'^ Robert Bnmton, Adjutant of said nulitia, swears^ diat 
*' Peter M Galium said^ that the Commissioners had no 
'' power to call out die militia^ and that he had it from 
^ Colonel FuHarton. 

" William Wane^ Seijeant^ swears^ that M'Callum said 
'' to him^ that if there were any attempt made to force him 
'* to turn out in die militia^ that he should repel it^ and shoot 
^* the first man who attempted to lay hands on him* 

'' William Stephens^ lieutenant^ swears, that he fre« 
*' quently heard M'Callum declare, that the militia was a 
'' self-constituted body, and there exined no power in the 
^ Government of this island to embody a miUtia, and that 
'' no Commission in it was worth a fartiiing. 

*' AU these persons pointed out M^Callum, who was 
^ present, and swore to his person. 

*' Then follows the examination of M'Caltum^ before 
^f. the Commissioners, Colonel Picton, and Coauoodore Sk 
« Samuel Hood." 

' His conduct and answers to the interrogatories ^ put lo 
him, are of so impertinent and insolent a nature, that I 
shall ^not trouble myself, or my reader, by inserting then. 
I hasten to the order of their Eacelkodes, for ahi|q)in|f 
Um oft* the island. 

'^ Thabr Extfrilcndes came to a reaohitioii to ship P4 

4% 
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^ M'Calliim for New York^ as a dan^rous person^wkolutd 
^f Meinpted to seduca from dieir duty the militia of th0 
'^ coiloiiy^ and foc.otb.er seditious practices. 

. ^^ Ordered^ thai be be se^t away in tbe Schooner Aspasia^ 
'^ Captaia Edward Kii^sland^ for New York, and that^iTy- 
^f six dollars he paid^ by m order on the Treasurer^ to de* 
^^ fray his expences. 

*5 J. M. WoobYEAR, 

*^ SecFetary of the Como^ssion*^ 

No. XV. 

Dowlin^i .the Mulatto^ s Case,. 

# 

I 

The gentleman alluded to in page 259 is one Dowding, n^ 
mulatto^ who arrived in Trinidad without the certificate of 
^ood conduct .required from the Govermnent he had last 
left; he was allowed, to remain a few days^ to arrange some 
business wUch he pretended to have in Trinidad. A day of 
two afterwards he was convicted by the Akalde of the Bar- 
rio^ for an assault upon an old white gentleman.. Puring hiB 
imprisonntent on that account^ an official letter arrived from^ 
' die Attorney General of St. Vintent^, representing him as anr 
extremely dangerous subject^ who had been convicted at the 
Great Sessions of St. Vincent^ for sedition;^ and transported 
from the colony. It \('as in consequence signified to him>. 
Aat.he should not be at liberty to remain in the colony^ but 
«a%fat leave his lodgings when he chose; and the gaoler,- 
Vallot^. had general directions to take out a pass from the 
Secretary's office^ whenever he wished to make use of it ;• 
this he never would do^ and voluntarily remained in prison- 
for many months. I have placed him in the Appendix, be* 
tween his associates, George Angimtus Hayes, Esq. Barris^ 
ter at Law, and Mr. M^Callum, '^ author of the Travels i» 
Eriuidad/? who also voluntarily left Aw lodgings. No; 4, 



£dffolk«sfreet> as appeurs by die copy oS Aie wh&^aaasM 
«t the head of his case. 

Tr4mdatid from ihe fre$ich. 

From the roister of the Ardiive of the Sovereign Coiin^ 
cE of the island of Martinique, was extracted the judgment 
tdiich follows, of die 6th of Marth, 1800. 

Seen what results from the charges aud informations of 
the preceding. Declares the said Dowding duly attainted 
and convicted of having struck the Seur Beastale, in repara'^ 
don of which, condemns him to be placed in the pillory 
during one hovr, in the public square, in the parish of St» 
Peter's, and during one hour in that of the Mouillage, in the 
£aid town, having hefore and beliiud a writing m ith. these 

words Mulatto who struck a white man. 

- Condemns him besides to banishment for nine v^ars from 
this colony, enjoining hini< to conform to the Ban, under 
pain of incurring the punishment ordained by ihe laws, whidi 
shall be explained to him. 

' And conforming to the appeal of the Seur Beastale, ton- 
demns tiie said William Dowding to pay to the said Seur 
Beastale, the sum of three thousand three hundred livres, by 
way of civil reparation. Out of which sum are to be paid 
die expences of the proceedings, and the printing of the pre- 
sent arret, and the Hsurplus to be lodged with the administra- , 
tors of die hospital for abandoned children, to whom the 
said Seur Beastale declares that he abandons it. 

Ordered^ that diis arret shall be printed, to die nundber 
cf fifty copies, to be puhlidbed and stuck up in all the parishes 
of the colony, under the directions of the Procnreur du Roi. 
Qiarges the officers of the Senechausee of St. Peter^sf 
with the execuUon of this arret. 

Examined, Bartoniile, Grif. 

Seen for the legalization of the signature of Mr. BsdiOft 
sillej awor^ commis^aiy. Griffia of the Court- ^Appeal 
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Maitiiiique; «kid for die mttestadon that sCampa and enregi^ 
terment are .not the usage of the colony* 

Given at the Fort of France^ 22 Nivose^ 13. 
' Le Fecnee Grangact. 

The Grand Judge of Martinique^ 
Bj order of the Grand Judge, 

Roach, fils. 



No. XVI. 

Case of Charles Augustus Hayes, Esq. called '*" Barrister at 
Law," in the return to the Mandamus issued from th^ 
Court of Kings Bench, Trinidad. 

. At a Meeting of hb- Majesty's Council, held at the hons« 
of the Deputy Clerk of the Council, on Tuesday, die £4th 
day of September, 1805^ conformable to adjournment 

Present, 
His Excellency ^ng^dier General Hislop, Lieutenant 
Governor. 

rjohn NiheU. 

rw^ -w^ • f I James Rigby. 

The Honorable l^ „., . ^ j^ 

I St. Hilaire Begorrat. 

l^John Smyth. 

The proceedmgs of the last MeeUng being read and ap- 
proved. 

The Bo^d having taken into its most serious consideration^ 
a letter signed by ^even inhabitants of this town, addressed to 
the Commercial Committee, and the false and unqualified 
deflections on the Government, contained ther^n, as acknow- 
ledged on oath by the subscribers, and the dangerous ten- 
dency of the same, written with the view of disturbing the 
peiice and tranquillity of the colony, and having fully and suf- 
ficiently proved by the examination of two witnesses, on oath, 
that the said letter vras composed, and originally written 1^ 



is 

Omrles Augustas Vajes, and hxnog also conndered that.dit 
conduct and behaviour of the said Cliailes Augustus Hayes^ia. 
several instances^ has been directed and intended to misrqire- 
sent die proceedings of the Government, and thereby alienate 
the affections of the inhabitants, and tfie same being con- 
trary to the laws exisdng in this colony, which His Majesty 
in his royal wisdom has been pleased to order to remain* and 
continne in full force, DO RESOLVE thatdie fiiture rendepce 
<^the said C3iarles Augustus "Hsjes, will be dangerous to the 
peace and tranquillity of the colony,and timt he comes under 
die description of persons dengnated fay the twenty-foqr arti- 
cles of instructions^ addressed to the Commissioners for exe- 
cuting tfie office of Governor and Commander in Chief of 
the island, the powers ccmtained in which comnpssion and 
instructions are at present invested in his Excellency the 
lieutenant Governor, by his commisaon under His Majes* 
ty's Sign Manual of May, 1805, by which his Excellency 
is directed and instructed, to remove from die island any 
person, die -continuance of whose, residence in the island, 
may be found dangerous to the peace and security thereof, 
and this Board does therefore recommend to bis Excellenqr, 
the Lieutenant Governor, immediately to deprive the said 
Charles Augustus Hayes of his license to practise in any 
of the. Courts of the island, and to take such measures as 
he may judge necessary for his removal from die colony, 
and that in die mean time, he the said Charles Augustus 
Hayes be confined in the public gaol, until an opportunity 
be found, or that he shall find one himself, in order diereby 
to deprive bim of the means of again disturbing the tnuH 
fiuillity and p^ce of die colony. 

TRINIDAD. 

Council Chamber, QA September, 1805, 

You are hereby required, conformaUe to a resolution of 

Council, this day to pov&p& ip the public gaol of this town. 
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tlie person of Charles vAogHstus Hayes, and there keep Um. 
Ijintil the «aid resolution of Council shall be complied with. 
A copy of which shall be furnished him without delay^ and 
for so doings this shall be your warrant. 

By Order of the Boar^. 

Wm. HOLMI^S^ 

Deputy Clerk of th^ Counc^L 
"' To Hector M^exteie, Es^. 

Dtpnty P. M«ri^«l], or hb AssiseMit 
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